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Is Ferrari's glass half empty 
or half full ahead of Monaco? 


Unreliability has already cost Max Verstappen a lot of points in 2022, 
and it was perhaps inevitable that Charles Leclerc would suffer his 
own bad luck at some stage during the championship fight. What’s 
unfortunate for Leclerc is that his Spanish Grand Prix retirement came 
when he was dominating a race in which Verstappen had made his first 
serious mistake of the year and was being hampered by another gremlin. 
Carlos Sainz’s continuing struggles must also be a concern for 
Ferrari. With Leclerc out and Verstappen compromised, it should have 
been a fine opportunity for the Spaniard to break his duck on home 
soil, but he never looked anywhere near. Sergio Perez, on the other 
hand, did what Red Bull needed him to do, though it’s fair to say 
that the Mexican was still a long way off Verstappen’s true race pace. 
The good news for Ferrari fans is that the upgrades to the F1-75 
appeared to work and that the team seemed to have made progress 
on its tyre management issue, although Verstappen’s woes meant 
that wasn’t put to the ultimate test at Barcelona. 
Probably the most interesting thing in Spain was that Mercedes 
turned a corner with its W13. Circumstances perhaps made the Silver 
Arrows seem more competitive than they really are, but the prospect of 


six cars challenging for race wins now seems just that bit more realistic. 


In the meantime, Leclerc will be hoping to end his home jinx this 
weekend around a Monaco circuit that should suit his Ferrari... 
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Dixon breaks Indy 500 qualifying 
record as Ganassi dominates 


9 


Scott Dixon may regard his fifth Indy 500 pole as merely “step one’ 
in his quest for a second win in the race this weekend, but the 
41-year-old legend gave it his all to achieve it. Dixon’s four-lap 
average around the Indianapolis Motor Speedway was 234.046mph, 
making it the fastest pole run in Indy history, and the second 
quickest of all time (Arie Luyendyk’s famous 236mph run in 1996 
was not set on Pole Day). Tellingly, it was a full o.5mph faster than 
that of his reigning IndyCar champion team-mate, Alex Palou. 

The fact that it came after a very sketchy run in the new Top 12 
session speaks highly of his bravery. 

This year’s qualifying format was different from ever before, 
injecting some extra excitement in a year when there was no Bump 
Day — instead, there were 33 entrants for 33 grid slots. The first 
of two days of qualifying, on Saturday, set positions 13 through to 
33 on the grid, while on Sunday there was a Top 12 session that 
decided the occupants of rows three and four, leaving a Fast Six 
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shootout session for the front two rows. 

Rinus VeeKay topped Saturday for Ed Carpenter Racing ahead of 
Arrow McLaren SP pair Pato O’Ward and Felix Rosenqvist, leading 
many to suspect that Chevrolet had the superior engine at 1.5-bar 
qualifying boost. Maybe that was true, but an operation such as 
Chip Ganassi Racing can always make a difference, so we had a 
skewed picture so far. All five of its Honda-powered drivers — 
Dixon, Palou, Marcus Ericsson, Jimmie Johnson and Tony Kanaan 
— were into the Top 12, and Dixon’s mediocre speed (by his 
standards!) was mainly a result of going the wrong way on set-up. 
When the Top 12 got to run qualifying simulations in a practice 
session on Sunday morning, suddenly things looked ominous 
for everyone who wasn’t Dixon: his average speed over four laps 
was almost 0.4mph faster than anyone else’s single best lap. 

That said, his progression to the Fast Six wasn’t smooth, because 
his four-lap run in the Top 12 session left Dixon and his race 
engineer Michael Cannon shaking — another slight error estimating 
track conditions had left the #9 car too tail-happy on laps three 
and four, obliging him to breathe the throttle a couple of times. 

But they got it right when it mattered most. 

With Palou starting alongside Dixon, Kanaan and Ericsson on 
the row behind and rookie Johnson on row four, it suggests that 
Ganassi has cracked the case. Johnson had a wall-slap on Fast Friday 
and a dirt-tracking moment at Turn 1 on his Top 12 quali run 
that killed his speed but looked amazing, but he has handled 
the pressure of his first Indy 500 beautifully so far. 

Two of Ed Carpenter Racing’s cars will start third and fourth, 
VeeKay ahead of the team boss, and are almost always super-quick 
at the Speedway. The AMSP machines looked too well stuck to be 
fast, but from the third row O’Ward and Rosenqvist can star. 

Day one was arguably as fascinating as Pole Day. The combination 
of the hand-picked draw for qualifying order, the impending bad 
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weather, the actual bad weather, and then some tactical blunders 
and misfortune made for an interesting cocktail. Takuma Sato, 
who had led three practice sessions during the week, got into 
trouble for failing to move to the deceleration lane on his cool- 
down lap, and was still on track as Marco Andretti ran his warm-up 
lap. Sato had his first run deleted and, when he ran again, he got 
into the Top 12 despite brushing the wall. Andretti Autosport 
had other issues too: Marco’s engine shut off briefly on lap two 
of his first qualifying run, and Colton Herta’s engine let go on 
his warm-up lap. By the time they got a proper run, the hot 
weather had killed their chances of a good grid slot. 

Alexander Rossi, Scott McLaughlin and Josef Newgarden elected 
to go to the Priority Lane to head out for their second runs, which 
means they had to pull their first times. When an 80-minute 
weather delay was lifted, Rossi and McLaughlin got bitten, dropping 
from 17th and 15th respectively to 20th and 26th as their second 
runs were slower. Newgarden got lucky because he hadn’t yet taken 
the green flag when lightning returned and the caution was thrown, 
so he was allowed to reclaim his 14th slot on the grid. The form 
of Newgarden and McLaughlin left Will Power as Team Penske’s 
only representative in the Top 12 on Sunday, and his 11th place 
means he shares the fourth row with Sato and Johnson. 


Front row of 
Dixon (r), Palou 
and VeeKay (I) 


INDY 500 STARTING LINE-UP 


1 Scott Dixon 

2 AlexPalou 

3 RinusVeeKay 

4 EdCarpenter 

5 Marcus Ericsson 
6 Tony Kanaan 

7 PatoO’Ward 

8 Felix Rosenqvist 
9 RomainGrosjean 
10 Takuma Sato 

11 WillPower 

12 Jimmie Johnson 
13 David Malukas 
14 JosefNewgarden 
15 Santino Ferrucci 
16 Simon Pagenaud 
17 JRHildebrand 

18 ConorDaly 

19 Callum lott 

20 Alexander Rossi 
21 GrahamRahal 
22 SageKaram 

23 Marco Andretti 
24 Devlin DeFrancesco 
25 ColtonHerta 

26 ScottMcLaughlin 
27 HelioCastroneves 
28 Kyle Kirkwood 
29 Dalton Kellett 

30 Juan Pablo Montoya 
31 Christian Lundgaard 
32 JackHarvey 


33 StefanWilson 


Ganassi (Honda) 
Ganassi (Honda) 
Carpenter (Chevy) 
Carpenter (Chevy) 
Ganassi (Honda) 
Ganassi (Honda) 
McLaren SP (Chevy) 
McLaren SP (Chevy) 
Andretti (Honda) 

Coyne (Honda) 

Penske (Chevy) 

Ganassi (Honda) 

Coyne (Honda) 

Penske (Chevy) 
Dreyer&Reinbold (Chevy) 
Meyer Shank (Honda) 
Foyt (Chevy) 

Carpenter (Chevy) 
Juncos Hollinger (Chevy) 
Andretti (Honda) 

Rahal Letterman (Honda) 
Dreyer&Reinbold (Chevy) 
Andretti (Honda) 
Andretti (Honda) 
Ganassi (Honda) 
Penske (Chevy) 

Meyer Shank (Honda) 
Foyt (Chevy) 

Foyt (Chevy) 

McLaren SP (Chevy) 
RahalLetterman (Honda) 
Rahal Letterman (Honda) 


DragonSpeed (Chevy) 
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234.046mph 
233.499mph 
233.385mph 
233.080mph 
232.764mph 
232.372mph 
232.705mph 
232.182mph 
231.999mph 
231.670mph 
231.534mph 
231.264mph 
231.607mph 
231.580mph 
231.508mph 
231.275mph 
231.112mph 
230.999mph 
230.961mph 
230.812mph 
230.766mph 
230.464mph 
230.345mph 
230.326mph 
230.235mph 
230.154mph 
229.630mph 
229.406mph 
228.916mph 
228.622mph 
227.053mph 
226.851mph 
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‘Copycat’ row between 


Aston and Red Bull 


FORMULA 1 


The FIA has ruled that Aston 
Martin’s updated Formula 1 
car was designed legally after 
an investigation into its 
similarities to Red Bull’s RB18. 

Aston Martin debuted a raft 
of updates at last weekend’s 
Spanish Grand Prix in a bid to 
turn its season around, and 
the likeness to the Red Bull, 
particularly around the 
sidepods, was quickly noted. 
It led to the AMR22 being 
dubbed the ‘green Red Bull} 
continuing the theme of the 
‘pink Mercedes’ fielded in 
2020 by the team, then 
known as Racing Point, in a 
bid to try to reverse-engineer 
the 2019 title winner. 

Reverse-engineering is 
now banned in Fi, and the 
FIA confirmed that, after 


investigating the design 
process, it was satisfied 
that Aston Martin had fully 
complied with the regulations. 
Red Bull fired back by 
saying that any transfer of IP 
between the teams would be a 
breach of the regulations and 
of “serious concern” Team 
principal Christian Horner 
felt it was “no coincidence” 
that Aston Martin had sucha 
similar design given a number 
of Red Bull staff, including 
former head of aerodynamics 
Dan Fallows, have joined the 
team in recent months. 
Aston Martin technical 
chief Andrew Green was 
“disappointed” by Red Bull’s 
comments, calling the 
accusations “wide of the 
mark”. He said: “At no stage 
did we ever receive any data 
from any team or anyone. 


difference in Spain 


This car was conceived in the 
middle of last year as a dual 
route with the launch car, and 
the majority of the releases 
were made before anybody 
from Red Bull even turned up.” 
Red Bull has turned its 
attention to an internal 
investigation to ensure there 
has been no IP leak within the 
team, acknowledging the FIA’s 


rinayes=potthe 


ruling that the updates were 
designed within the rules. 
“That [the IP] is the main 
asset of the team,” said 
technical director Pierre 
Wache. “As a personal 
engineering aspect, it was 
satisfying that a team 
copied us. It means our 
concept is not so bad.” 
LUKE SMITH 
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Sulayem denies 
money issue on 
sprints plan 


FORMULA 1 


FIA president Mohammed Ben Sulayem has 
insisted that a recent move that held up 
plans for extra Formula 1 sprint races in 
2.023 was not about money. 

F1’s push to expand from three to six 
sprint races next year was blocked by the 
FIA at the last Fi Commission meeting 
because Ben Sulayem wanted time to 
consider the impact it would have on his 
staff. His stance, amid suggestions that the 
FIA faced increased costs because of the 
changes, prompted insiders at the meeting 
to suggest that the issue was simply about 
“sreed”. It comes at a time when the new 
president is trying to better balance the 
books at the FIA as he aims to address 
huge losses at the governing body. 

Ben Sulayem has denied that he was 
holding out for more cash, and that his 
uncertainty surrounded the FIA’s capacity. 
“T have to see whether my team on the 
ground can absorb the extra workload the 
races would entail,’ he told the Daily Mail. 
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“After Abu Dhabi, people said we should 
change this or that. So I don’t understand 
why we would suddenly ask the FIA team to 
do more. An incident happens in the future, 
such as one involving a safety car, and then 
what? We need to look into all this and 
make a sensible decision. Let us run our 
operation. We are going to fix it.” 

Ben Sulayem also took time at last 
weekend’s Spanish Grand Prix at Barcelona 
to chat to Fernando Alonso after the 
two-time world champion blasted the 
Miami GP stewards for “incompetence” 


TRIENITZ/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


over his penalty for cutting a corner, as 

well as claiming that there had been no 

improvement in race control this year. 
“You need to have some knowledge about 

racing before being a race director or trying 

to monitor a race,” Alonso added, referring 

to Niels Wittich. “And I don’t think that 

knowledge is in place at the moment.” 
Alonso ultimately apologised to 

the stewards and Ben Sulayem, and 

accepted on Sunday that he can 

“do things differently as well”. 

JONATHAN NOBLE & LUKE SMITH 


Two-time world rally champion Walter Rohrl rolled back the years when he was reunited with the era-defining Audi Quattro at the World Rally 
Championship’s celebration of its 50th season on Rally Portugal last weekend. Rohrl, champion in 1980 and 1982, headed a field of historic cars to tackle 
Portugal’s famous Fafe stage, including the picture postcard jump where thousands of fans congregated. “It was fantastic even though the road was very 
rough,” said the 75-year-old German superstar. “I had to take care of my tyres, but it was a lot of fun.” Image by Red Bull Content Pool 


F1 sticks at 22 after 
failing to replace Sochi 


Formula 1 will stick to its 
current 22-race calendar this 
season after plans to replace 
the Russian Grand Prix on 
25 September were scrapped. 
Russia’s F1 contract was 
cancelled following its invasion 
of Ukraine back in February, 
leaving a gap on the schedule 
before the Singapore GP. F1 was 
pushing to replace the Sochi 
round with either Qatar or a 
second race in Singapore, and 
had interest from a number 
of other potential events. 


Qatar was F1’s first choice, but 
the promoters at the Losail track 
were uneasy about hosting a race 
in September due to the heat, 
and felt it was too close to the 
football World Cup, which the 
country will host in November. 
Singapore (right) was open to the 
idea of a double-header, staging 
the first race as a dusk event 
before the normal night race. 

It was ultimately decided to 
leave the weekend free amid 
uncertainty about the costs 
involved of adding another race 
if it would not bring a decent 
commercial return. The 
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possibility of having another 
race in Europe was ruled out 
due to the EU’s freight rules. 
While Fi has decided not 
to replace its Russian round, 
Formula 2 has bolstered its 


calendar by replacing its Sochi 
date with a French GP support 
slot at Paul Ricard. It restores 
the schedule to 14 rounds, with 
four of them taking place in July. 
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Peugeot’s firms up Monza 
debut for 9X8 Hypercar 


WEC 


Peugeot’s new 9X8 Le Mans Hypercar 
will race for the first time at the 
Monza round of the World Endurance 
Championship in July. The move was 
announced on the launch of the car 
last week when test and reserve driver 
James Rossiter was confirmed as 
Kevin Magnussen’s replacement in 
the line-up, at least temporarily. 

The race debut for the rear-wingless 
9X8 has been set for the Monza 6 
Hours on 10 July after the development 
car has racked up approximately 
10,000km over 25 days of testing. The 
homologation process of the car in 
its wingless form has already started 
and is expected to be completed 
in the next couple of weeks. 

Olivier Jansonnie, LMH technical 
director at Peugeot Sport, pointed out 
that the programme had come back to 
its original schedule after the decision 
not to take the car to the Le Mans 24 
Hours next month. Peugeot’s original 
commitment to the WEC in November 
2019, when the series was running to 
its short-lived winter-series format, 
was to join at the start of the 2022-23 
season. That would have meant a 
debut at the end of this summer. 

Rossiter, whose role also includes 
leading the simulator programme, 
comes into the line-up for Monza, 
most likely Fuji in September and 
possibly the Bahrain WEC finale 
in November. Peugeot motorsport 
boss Jean-Marc Finot said that the 
promotion of the Brit to a race seat 
showed that the manufacturer was 
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“prepared for a case like this” and 
suggested that the Briton “could 
make all the races this year”. 

Rossiter has thrown his hat in the 
ring to become a full-time part of the 
driver roster alongside Paul di Resta, 
Loic Duval, Jean-Eric Vergne, Gustavo 
Menezes and Mikkel Jensen. 

“T’m very grateful for this 
opportunity and want to make the 
most of it,” said Rossiter. “It’s up to me 
to get out there, be fast and consistent 
and do the job I know I’m capable of” 

Finot didn’t rule out Rossiter, who 
undertook the first laps in the 9X8 
in both the virtual and real worlds, 
remaining part of the line-up. But 
discussions have already started 
with other drivers, he revealed. 

He also hinted that a driver from 
Peugeot sister marque Maserati’s 
Formula E tie-up with Venturi for 
2022-23 could be part of the WEC 
squad. Such a set-up would replicate 
Vergne’s dual programme with DS 
Techeetah and Peugeot. “For the 
Maserati we are also thinking of drivers 
we will get for next season,” said Finot. 
“Tt would be possible to have one 
driver making two championships.” 

Peugeot has yet to define how its 
six drivers will line up across the two 
entries. Their names were grouped in 
threes on either side of the car when 
it was revealed at the Algarve circuit 
near Portimao last Friday. But Finot 
stressed this was “purely random” 
for photographic purposes. 

GARY WATKINS 


© P50 THE 9X8 IN DETAIL 


Penske exits P2 
after Le Mans 


WEC 


Penske will end its LMP2 campaign in the 
World Endurance Championship after 
next month’s Le Mans 24 Hours. The 
team will temporarily withdraw from 

the series to focus on development of 
Porsche’s LMDh prototype prior to its 
return in the Hypercar class in 2023. 

Team Penske president Tim Cindric 
said: “Our LMDh programme is 
progressing quickly, so we need to focus 
on that to ensure we are prepared for 
the start of the 2023 season. We are 
very appreciative of our time in WEC 
this year. As an organisation, we didn’t 
have a lot of experience within WEC, 
so running the races in 2022 has allowed 
us to learn the tracks, the rules and 
understand how a race weekend operates.” 

The move comes as the new Porsche 
Penske Motorsport set-up that will field 
two factory entries in both the WEC and 
IMSA from 2023 prepares to expand its 
development programme with the LMDh. 
A second chassis is planned to begin 
testing in North America in July. 

It also follows a decision by the FIA 
World Motor Sport Council in March to 
allow LMDhs to compete in this year’s 
WEC on a non-points basis. Porsche has 
hinted that it might be willing to race 
its new prototype at the WEC finale in 
Bahrain in November, while stressing 
that no decision has been made. 

The Penske ORECA-Gibson 07 finished 
eighth and fourth in class at this year’s 
respective Sebring and Spa WEC rounds 
with Felipe Nasr, Dane Cameron and 
Emmanuel Collard driving. 

GARY WATKINS 


JEP/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Young Brit Ben Green scored his first ADAC GT Masters victory at the Red Bull Ring last 
Saturday, then added a second in his Schubert Motorsport BMW on Sunday. Green, the reigning champion in the 
DTM Trophy GT4 series, earned his spurs by passing the Mercedes of Raffaele Marciello for the lead in race one. 
German teenager Niklas Krutten took over the car and held on from a charging Christian Engelhart (Porsche), 
despite the driver’s-side door flapping open in the early laps after the pitstop. Krutten started on Sunday, leading 
the first stint before Green finished the job to beat the sister car of Jesse Krohn and Nicky Catsburg. Image by BMW 


Adamo takes TCR tech role 


Former Hyundai motorsport chief Andrea 
Adamo has taken up a senior role with 
TCR organising body the WSC Group. 
Adamo left Hyundai over the winter, 
after overseeing its projects in the World 
Rally Championship as well as TCR 
competition, spearheaded by its factory- 
supported efforts in the World Touring 
Car Cup and the inaugural Pure ETCR 
series (now eTouring Car World Cup). His 
association with WSC supremo and former 
World Touring Car Championship prime 
mover Marcello Lotti goes back further to 
his role as a technical chief with the Alfa 
Romeo Super 2000 efforts of the 2000s. 
“T have a very good, long-standing 
relationship with Marcello, both 
professional and personal,” said Adamo. 
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“We have unlimited confidence in his 
professionalism and competence that will 
be instrumental in reinforcing our already 
strong R&D platform,” added Lotti. 

TCR has also unveiled an HTCR 
concept, denoting hybrid, and a system 
is now up and running via testing in 
a Romeo Ferraris-run Alfa Romeo. 
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IN THE HEADLINES 


BRDC APPOINTS DIGBY 


Xtrac president Peter Digby has 
become the deputy chairman of 

the British Racing Drivers’ Club. It is 
intended that Digby, who has been 

a director of the BRDC Board since 
September 2021 and is a former 
chairman of the Motorsport Industry 
Association, will become BRDC 
chairman on the retirement of 
current chairman John Grant. 

Grant will step down in September 
after nine years’ service on the board. 


YOUNG OUT, OLDIE WIN 


The TCR Europe races at Ricard 
weren’t successful for the Brits. 
First-round winner Jack Young was 
sixth in the closing stages of race 

one before being forced out with a 
puncture on his Halder Motorsport 
Honda, as veteran Tom Coronel took 
victory in his Comtoyou Racing Audi. 
After an engine change, Young started 
race two from the pits and finished 
13th. Josh Files pitted his Hyundai, 
which he’d taken to eighth in race 
one. Macedonian Viktor Davidovski 
won this reversed-grid race, while his 
Comtoyou Audi team-mate Franco 
Girolami continues to lead the points 
after asecond and a fourth. 


MUCKE IN ROSBERG’S OPEL 


Stefan Mucke raced this ex-Keke 
Rosberg Opel Calibra V6 (below) in the 
DTM Classic round at the Lausitzring 
last weekend. He led Saturday’s race, 
but stopped late on, allowing Yannick 
Trautwein to beat Kris Nissen in a 1-2 
for the Schnitzer Classic BMW team. 
The Opel didn’t start Sunday’s race, 
where Ford Sierra RS500 pilot Ronny 
Scheer pipped the BMWs of 1987 DTM 
runner-up Marc Hessel and Nissen. 
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23\-26 JUNE 


ROUND 7/22 
F1 MONACO GRAND PRIX PREVIEW 


LENGTH 2.074 miles NUMBER OF LAPS 78 


15 
16 
DRS DETECTION 
17 
18 
2021 POLE POSITION POLE LAP RECORD RACE LAP RECORD 
Charles Leclerc 1m10.346s Lewis Hamilton 1m10.166s (2019) Lewis Hamilton 1m12.909s (2021) 
UK START TIMES TYRE ALLOCATION 
. HARD MEDIUM SOFT 
Friday 27 May = = v 
FP1 1300 FP2 1600 
FP3 1200 
QUALIFYING 1500 C1 C2 C3 C4 c5 INTERMEDIATE WET 


Sunday 29 May CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 
RACE 1400 


Drivers Constructors = ae 
BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 2 Leclerc 104 2 Ferrari 169 = a 
3 Perez 85 3 Mercedes 120 
4 Russell 74 4 McLaren 50 —— ae z 
CHANNEL 4 1830 5 Sainz 65 5 AlfaRomeo 39 - — = ————_———— 2 
RACE STATS 
Previous winners eile i [ . , Monaco points tallies 

2021 Max Verstappen Red Bull Was PATE < ' Vettel 178 
2019 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Hamilton 169 
2018 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull Alonso 100 
2017 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari Ricciardo 85 
2016 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Verstappen 49 
2015 Nico Rosberg Mercedes Sainz 40 
2014 Nico Rosberg Mercedes Bottas 37 
2013 Nico Rosberg Mercedes Perez 33 
2012 Mark Webber Red Bull Gasly 25 
2011 Sebastian Vettel Red Bull Norris 15 
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Red Bull's team orders danger 


The Milton Keynes squad opted to make Perez toe the line with what he dubbed a “very 


unfair” instruction. Maybe it should try to keep him sweet for when it really needs him 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


rom 46 (Max Verstappen in the drivers’) and 
49 (constructors’) points down leaving the 
F Australian Grand Prix last month, to leading 
both 2022 Formula1 world championships 
heading to this weekend’s Monaco Grand 
Prix. It’s been quite a turnaround for Red Bull. 

The gaps were ina sense artificially inflated, because the 
Bahrain double retirement and Verstappen failing to finishin 
Australia meant Ferrari and Charles Leclerc got free passes to 
romp ahead in the standings. Now Ferrarihas been struck down, 
twin turbo and MGU-H failures stopping Leclerc just when 
he seemed to be sauntering to an easy Spanish GP victory. 
Additional problems for both squads this year can’t be ruled out. 

But even if Leclerc had gone on to win at Barcelona unopposed — 
and there’s nothing to suggest he would not have done, with both 
Ferrari and Red Bull claiming to have encountered decent tyre 
degradation this time — there was a pretty good race throughout 
the field. Rarely said of Barcelona... 

The best of the action centred on Verstappen’s struggles to pass 
George Russell, with his intermittent DRS opening meaning the 
world champion’s attacks couldn’t be made in the same way each 
lap across the first part of the race’s second stint. 

But Verstappen wasn’t the first Red Bull driver to have a go at 
passing the lead Mercedes in Spain. That was Sergio Perez, who 


“By making the calls it did, Red 
Bull has walked into a PR storm 
on a topic that divides fans” 


had trailed Russell in qualifying and then through the opening 10 
laps after the pair (plus the following Carlos Sainz) had clashed 
lightly at the first corner. When Verstappen was unceremoniously 
thrown off the road and through the Turn 4 gravel, surprisingly 
caught out by a gust of wind at a point where it blew hard 
throughout last Sunday’s race, he ended up chasing the pair. 
Andon lap 11, Perez was ordered to let his team-mate through. 

There was nothing controversial about the call given Verstappen 
had been the faster Red Bull driver all weekend and had quickly 
closed in on Perez. But Red Bull told Perez it would “pay you back 
later”. And then it didn’t — twice — later in the race. It denied 
Perez’s request for Verstappen to cede him position and attack 
Russell in what became the battle for the lead when Leclerc retired. 
Then, when Verstappen was charging back to the Mexican 
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approaching the closing stages, he was ordered to let his team- 
mate past “if he’s quicker” because “he’s on a different strategy 

“That’s very unfair, but OK,” Perez said before he acquiesced, 
later asking for a post-race explanation of the situation. 

Red Bull’s reasoning was clear. It didn’t want to risk a fight 
between its cars when one was hobbled by a DRS problem, there 
was a clear tyre-performance difference between the two thanks 
to Perez’s longer middle stint, and all the teams were on the edge 
when it came to engine temperatures in the sweltering conditions. 

By making the calls it did, at such an early stage of the season, 
Red Bull has walked into a PR storm ona topic that divides fans. 
Andit does nothing to dispel the narrative of‘this is Verstappen’s 
team, no one else matters’ 

Sometimes big calls must made. If the title gets decided by 
less than the points Verstappen gains over Perez when allowed 
past, then they are vindicated. But Perez does leave himself 
exposed to such situations. He’s only outqualified Verstappen 
once this year — inJeddah, where he was very unlucky not to win 
from animpressive pole. But the gap between them in the other dry 
qualifying sessions so far this year is 0.18s — not achasm, but a 
gap that both Ferrari drivers regularly breach, and Russell did last 
weekend with an inferior (although much improved) package. 

The issue last weekend was that Verstappen’s pace was so great 
in the laps where he erased Perez’s lead after his final stop that it’s 
hard to believe he wouldn’t have got past, even if he’d had to mount 
a sustained attacking assault as he did with Russell. Perez surely 
wouldn’t have fought to such an extent as the Briton did at 
Turns 1and 3 — he knows that contact with Verstappen is 
just not acceptable to Red Bull. 

But by allowing Perez the chance to make his own decision, 

Red Bull would have saved itself from a risk it now faces if the title 
fight with Ferrari does turn out to be closer than it appears to be 
now, and indeed goes to the wire along the lines of 2021. 

As last season’s climax approached, Perez produced sterling 
defence against Lewis Hamilton — some of the best driving of the 
campaign overall. There is now arisk that a browbeaten Perez may 
not dothe same again. The feelings he had in the heat of the moment 
in Spain could return just when Red Bull needs him most, despite 
Perez no doubt seeing the logic of these calls in the engineering 
room post-race in Spain. He is of course a professional driver and 
an understanding person, but that doesn’t diminish the risk of 
this hypothetical situation really occurring given human nature. 

Ultimately, Red Bull was right with its team orders calls 
in Spain. But there’s a chance that it couldjust come to 
regret them inthe coming months. 
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A reminder to remember the past 


The World Rally Championship’s celebration of its history in Portugal can also 


prompt wider reflections on the pioneers who forged such a significant legacy 


TOM HOWARD 


ound upabunch of the world’s greatest rally drivers 
from the past 50 years inaroom and youare set 
R for an unforgettable evening. That’s exactly what 
happened for the World Rally Championship’s 50th 
anniversary season celebrations at Rally Portugal 
last weekend. The WRC went to significant lengths to celebrate its 
milestone, organising a special gala dinner for 250 guests on the 
Wednesday night before the rally. You couldn’t help but bump 
into legendary drivers, co-drivers and team bosses. 

In today’s fast-paced world it can be easy to focus on the present 
and the future, and forget about the past. So it was refreshing to be 
able to spend an evening remembering the WRC’s history and its 
great stories retold by its many legends. The guest list amassed 28 
of the 50 drivers’ titles to date, featuring Walter Rohrl (1980,1982), 
Ari Vatanen (1981), Miki Biasion (1988,1989), Carlos Sainz (1990, 
1992), Marcus Gronholm (2000, 2002), Petter Solberg (2003), 
Sebastien Loeb (2004-12), Ott Tanak (2019) and Sebastien 
Ogier (2013-18, 2020-21). 

Watching the stars from the past and present arrive at Rally 
Portugal’s Exponor exhibition facility highlighted something that 
can only really be found in rallying. There is aclose-knit relationship 
between the drivers and co-drivers from rival crews, which stems 
from the fact that rallying is all about beating the clock rather than 
the opponent. It means there are fewer moments where conflict 
can occur and deeprifts set in, creating a family vibe inthe room. 

The occasion warranted the appearance of new FIA president 
Mohammed Ben Sulayem, a former rally driver himself, who 
spoke passionately of his love for rallying and his desire to see 
the discipline grow and build upon its rich history. 

For anyone who was introduced tothe WRC in the1990s, this 
event was unforgettable. The‘matador’himself Carlos Sainz and 
co-driver Luis Moya recalled their time at Toyota and the battles 
with Colin McRae.“I’m so happy to be here and be part of this great 
family,” said Sainz.“We should have won two or three more world 
championships with abit more luck, but I’m happy with what 
we achieved. With Colin we had great battles at Subaru, Ford 
and Citroen — he was the driver I spent most of my career with. 
People think we were not the closest of friends, but actually 
he was my closest friendin the championship.” 

Gronholm was on hand to provide humour, retelling of when 
co-driver Timo Rautiainen suffered a painful moment whena steel 
rod attacked his posterior during Rally Turkey in 2004. Timo was 
onhand to provide the full details to a wall of laughter. 

From aBritish perspective, there were the unmistakeable voices 
of Derek Ringer, Nicky Grist and Robert Reid. Sadly, the drivers 
they called notes for — McRae and Richard Burns — left this world 
far too soon. The WRC paid tribute to the 1995 and 2001 world 


champions and other stars who are no longer with us witha minute’s 
silence, while a video of their career highlights was played. 

“He [Colin] probably would have made the most if it;’Grist told 
this writer when asked what McRae would have made of the event. 
“Among his own crowd he wouldbe happy. I’m sure we would have 
had a few beers and enjoyed it thoroughly.” 

There was even anew twist to the story of the 1982 WRC season, 
in which Opel driver Rohrl denied Michele Mouton from becoming 
the first woman to win the WRC title. Rohrl at the time had been 
critical of the sometimes superior Mouton/Audi package but, ina 
press conference organised before the gala dinner, he admitted that 
Mouton taking the title might have been better.“Many people ask 
me what it feels like to be atwo-time world champion,’ said Rohrl. 
“Ttell them it meant more to win in Monte Carlo. It was a funny 
situation in 1982 with Michele. Looking back, I have the feeling 
that it was an unlucky situation. It could have been much better 
if Michele had been world champion. This would have been unique 


“It could have been much better 
if Michele had been champion. 
This would have been unique” 


in our history with a woman being world champion. I cannot 
see that ever happening anymore, Ican only say sorry.” 

Four-time WRC winner Mouton accepted the sentiment: 
“You have the ups and downs and you should remember all 
the best times. But it was very nice of him to say that.” 

While the gala dinner was the centrepiece of the celebrations, 
the hordes of fans that flocked to Portugal were able to quench 
their nostalgia thirst courtesy of demonstration runs from the 
fleet of historic machinery across the rally’s spectator-friendly 
superspecial stages. Arguably the sight that provoked the most 
fervent response was Rohrl reunited with an Audi Quattro for 
arun of the legendary Fafe stage.“It was something I didn’t expect 
[that anyone] would even know me, said Rohrl.“Everybody was 
coming this morning, it was unbelievable.‘You are the best man 
ever, you are a god’and things like this.” 

The WRC’s efforts to celebrate should be commended, 
offering areminder to stop and remember the pioneers who 
came before. It also left many hopeful that the series can 
showcase its history more at future events. .# 
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Lamborghini's Mr Dependable 


Mirko Bortolotti’s long history with the Italian marque and the 


Grasser Racing Team is delivering the goods in the DTM 


JAMES NEWBOLD 


stealthy drive to sixth will rarely make headlines. 
But for Lamborghini GT3 talisman Mirko Bortolotti, 
A such instances as his first-race Lausitzring recovery 
from being shuffled outside the top 10 at the start 
could prove crucial for his DTM title ambitions. 
“We are not ina position to fight for the top this weekend 
unfortunately, but it’s the way it is,”he tells your author in 
the Grasser Racing Team’s truck.“You have to put your 
head down and get the maximum.” 

Another sixth place in race two, after challenging for second 
position on lap one, means the pre-event championship leader 
heads to home turf at Imola next month second only to Lausitzring 
dominator Sheldon van der Linde, continuing a consistent start 
to the season that yielded two podiums in the season opener at 
the Algarve circuit near Portimao. Tellingly, Bortolottiis one of 
only four drivers to score in all four races so far. 

He may be aDTM newcomer, but the Italian is part of the 
furniture at the GRT squad with which he debuted the Huracan GT3 
inthe 2015 Blancpain Endurance Series.“Back then [Lamborghini | 
only had one team, which was GRT, so it was quite natural that I 
would start the journey with them,” says Bortolotti.“Being here 
in 2022 and still being part of the team pleases me a lot. It means 
that probably we work together well and we like to work together.” 

Bortolotti has won at least once with GRT in every year he’s driven 


“Lambo did everything they 
could, going to their limits to 
convince me to come back” 


for it — 17 times in all, including back-to-back Daytona 2.4 Hours 
GTD class victories in 2018-19 and the 2019 Sebring 12 Hours. With 
the 2017 Blancpain GT Endurance and overall titles also under 
Bortolotti’s belt with GRT, it’s little wonder that team boss 
Gottfried Grasser describes him as“a class of his own”. 
Withasecondonhis DTM debut at Assen last year ina cameo 
outing with Lambo squad T3 Motorsport, Bortolotti came into the 
year with high expectations, but stresses that his familiarity with 
GRT“is not necessarily the key factor” behind his strong start. 
Instead, the 32-year-old points to getting the best out of what he 
calls the“working group’; with three team-mates and their crews 
feeding into Bortolottiand engineer Nicki Laa’s own set-up choices 
and vice versa. Added to that brain pool this year is newly appointed 
team manager Manuel Reuter, another fully paid-up member of the 
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Bortolotti fan club, further strengthening GRT’s ranks. 

“Every single member of our organisation is important, 
everybody plays their role in the final result,” Bortolotti says. 
“Every input can help us to minimise mistakes and maximise 
potential. Manuel is doing his part, but it’s not a single guy that 
makes the difference, it’s the entire team.” 

There’s no question that the former Red Bull junior is a spearhead 
for GRT, galvanising his team and leading by example. But in 2020 
he was competing against Grasser when he spent an“extremely 
positive” year at Audi, before returning to the Lamborghini fold 
for 2021. Showing he’s no one-trick pony, he took a podium at the 
Daytona 24 Hours and won the GT World Challenge Europe Imola 
round (both with WRT), then was a close second in the Nurburgring 
24 Hours with Car Collection. Sharing with top Audi aces who 
“pushed mea lot” Bortolottiheld his own. 

“Tt was a great change to take, I’m really happy that I took it,”he 
says.“Unfortunately we always missed the important wins by a 
little, but I’m quite happy with the work we did” 

Lamborghini motorsport boss Giorgio Sanna was keen to get 
him back at the conclusion of Bortolotti’s one-year Audi deal and 
reached out straight after the Imola win.“The relationship to Lambo 
was always there, the friendship that you built over the years will 
never get broken just because you take your own professional 
decisions,” he reflects.“Lambo immediately did everything they 
could, going to their limits on trying to convince me to come back. 
I got areally important offer again from Lamborghiniand it wasn’t 
difficult to accept because I knew exactly what I was going to find. 

I think they knew also what everybody has to improve.” 

“Everyone has his reasons in that situation and made his own 
decisions,” offers Grasser when asked about Bortolotti’s Audi spell. 
“This doesn’t make acut in the relationship you have, everyone 
has to dohis experiences. At the end, we are happy as it is now!” 

Sotoo is Bortolotti. These are exciting times for Lamborghini, 
with the revamped GT3 package arriving next year and an eagerly 
anticipated LMDh programme due to commence in 2024. Bortolotti 
admits he“got goosebumps” when the LMDh commitment was 
announced earlier this month. His Le Mans 24 Hours debut ina 
WRT-run ORECA LMP2car next month is well-timed.“I’m curious 
to see what the future holds,” says Bortolotti.“But at the same time 
I’m just focusing on the present, on GT3. The competitive level is 
so close that if youdoasmall mistake you can end up in midfield 
or even in the lower parts of the grid, soit’s really demanding.” 

Although he’Il be hoping that valiant salvage jobs suchas 
Lausitzring race one don’t become the norm, Bortolottican certainly 
be relied upon to keep delivering for GRT when it counts. 
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The advent of live streaming of club meetings is very welcome, but it tends to 


encourage you to watch from the armchair rather than having the real experience 


ALAN CLARKE 


The future for spectators at grassroots meetings 
A few weeks ago (10 March) you published an article stating 
that, following negative comments from drivers, and various 
other issues, the number of car meetings at Mallory Park 
would be reduced to a handful this year. 

Asaspectator at Mallory for more years than I care to 
remember and where my love of the sport first began, I was 
therefore eagerly anticipating the first meeting on 15 May. 
Judging by the healthy crowd I was not alone! 

The HRDC/BRSCC had brought together many beautiful cars 
for the event, and although not massive grids there was more than 
enough to entertain at Mallory. The races did not disappoint. 

But what was very disappointing was that there was neither a 
programme on sale, nor any commentary during the event. Ihad 
anticipated the lack of a programme and printed out an entry list 
from the BRSCC website, and with Mallory’s unrivalled viewing 
we were able to follow the racing well enough... However, for those 
who are not diehard fans, or are new to the sport, I wonder how 
they could possibly have been satisfactorily entertained. 

For example, there was a lengthy delay after the first Mini 
race for (we assume) barrier repairs. Without commentary, 
no explanation for the delay was possible. Many must have 
been wondering what on earth was happening. 

I don’t know who makes decisions on whether to print a 
programme, and how commentators are arranged, but I get 
the impression that the paying spectator is now ignored at 
many of the more low-key meetings. How can new fans be 
attracted and retained if the essentials are ignored? 

The advent of live streaming of meetings from the BRSCC, 
BARC and 750MC is very welcome, and they are professionally 
done, but it tends to encourage you to save your money and watch 
from the armchair rather than having the real experience. Again, 
this does not encourage new spectators at grassroots level. 

I would love to know the opinion of the organising clubs 
and circuit owners as to how they see the future for spectators 
at smaller meetings. 

Alan Clarke 
By email 


A lesson from the past? 

Seriously! What has happened to Formula1? Is it acombination 
of the manufacturers, design regulations, cost caps and 
aerodynamics that have really {@e¢#$d up Fi racing? 

Theard the Miami GP being describedas a“brilliant race” by 
TV pundits. found the 1978 British GP on YouTube, which they 
should watch to remind them of what a“brilliant”F1 race is. Four 
different leaders with four very different manufacturers and the 
top six split by 3s at one point, racing really hard and close. 

So, in 44 years has F1 racing gone backwards? It’s still 
colourful, but the hybrid era has produced nothing but dull 
two-horse seasons. Perhaps a suggestion for management 
at Liberty to check on YouTube... 

Justin Lyle 
Glasgow 


Some did get a bit carried away in Miami, but recent GPs have been 
decent. And let’s not forget that in 1978 Lotus had a big advantage. 
There was some great racing at Brands that year, but it would not have 
been for the win had Mario Andretti’s Lotus 79 not failed him while 
well in the lead. Reliability is better these days. The cost cap is aimed 
at helping more teams battle for victories, so let’s see — ed 


Have your say, get in touch 
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RACE CENTRE SPANISH GP 


ax Verstappen reckoned, albeit tongue 
in cheek, that he would need“ 45 races” 
to make up the lost ground to Charles 
Leclerc after retiring from the 
Australian Grand Prix in early April. 
No, it wasn’t amix-up with ‘four to 
five races’in what might be a rejected 
premise for a Two Ronnies sketch. 

He saida full 45. Remarkably, either 
forecast proved pessimistic. Just three rounds after the Melbourne 
malady that left him 46 points adrift, the reigning champion leads 

the 2022 Formula 1 drivers’ standings for the first time. 

That was the ultimate prize for winning a frenetic Spanish Grand 
Prix ona day when rival Leclerc copped his share of unreliability in 
the title fight between the pair. 

Barcelona gets a bad rap for producing damp squibs, but the 
66-lapper last weekend proved particularly entertaining as Ferrari 
again battled Red Bull. However, the race was merely the climax 
rather than the be-all and end-all of a three-day narrative about 
how the momentum swung back and forth between the two teams. 

The long straights and flat-out sweepers of Saudi Arabia and 
Miami had so clearly favoured the top-end performance of the Red 
Bull-badged Honda power unit. Ferrari’s low-speed acceleration, 
meanwhile, had come to the fore in Australia. That left the red cars 
as the on-paper favourites coming into a roundat difficult-to-pass 
Barcelona. And with fiddly Monaco to follow before the high-speed 
demands of Baku and Montreal, there was a sense that Ferrari had to get 
its next two races right to keep it in the lead of the constructors’ fight. 

That hopefulness was bolstered by the F1-75 debuting its first 
upgrade package of the campaign, courtesy of anew-specification 
floor and rear end to improve aerodynamic performance. The RB18 
received amore modest treatment with an adjusted floor only. 

In that positive context for Ferrari fans, the trends from second 
practice made for grim reading. The Prancing Horse’s race simulations 
on the medium C2-compound Pirelli were wildly adrift of the 
metronomic Red Bull pace. Worse still, the exaggerated tyre 
degradation that had hurt Leclerc so dear at Imola and Miami was back 
for more. When Ferrari therefore used FP3 to dial in its set-up and 
showed improvements by the stopwatch and better tyre management, 
while Red Bull focused on one-lap pace, everything converged. 

Leclerc’s bounceback from his spin in Q3 to landaclear pole didn’t 
hurt the anticipation for the race. The ground-effect cars can follow 
more closely inthe main to help ease the passing challenge presented 
by Barcelona, potentially keeping Verstappen very much in the game. 
Plus, the Monegasque has made nailing qualifying his calling card so 
far this term, meaning he was expected to do well on Saturday. In 
return, the expectation was that once more Verstappen would 
run him close inarace that could go either way. 

It was Verstappen who enjoyed the marginally better launch from 
second on the grid, but he was trying to the put the power down 
through a scrubbed set of soft tyres that broke traction and forced him 


Even before 
Verstappen’s error, 
Leclerc led confidently 
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to short-shift. Leclerc, by contrast, was ona fresh set that he hooked up 
well. That gave him just enough breathing space to pull across to the 
inside and keep the chasing Dutchman and his healthy Honda engine 
at bay when the field poured into Turn 1. 

Leclerc put his new rubber to good use to lead by almost a second 
at the end of the opening tour, even if he dropped atenth next time 
around. Lewis Hamilton and Kevin Magnussen were able to trundle 
back to the pits with their respective punctures following clumsy 
opening-lap contact at Turn 3 to prevent a safety car. Unimpeded, 
on lap three Leclerc could run four tenths quicker than Verstappen 
to critically drop his pursuer out of DRS range when the overtaking 
aid was promptly enabled. 

Ferrari was unable to call on Carlos Sainz to pile the pressure on 
Verstappen. The home hero had been at sixes and sevens, releasing 


his clutch to stutter off the line and falling from third to fifth behind 
fourth-starting George Russell aboard the heavily updated Mercedes 
W123 and Sergio Perez. Having struggled all weekend to tame a 
“snappier” rear axle, Sainz was then caught out by a gust — despite 
the scorching temperatures, it was surprisingly blowy on race day — 
at Turn 4 that allowed the car to swap ends. He was left to pick his 
way through the gravel. The Spaniard returned to the track way 

down in 11th and was lucky not to collect Yuki Tsunoda. 

That spill wasn’t just a reflection of Sainz’s poor form in the early 
part of this season. The wind caught out Verstappen at the same place 
two laps later and the RB18 broke out from underneath him. Through 
unreliability, Red Bull has let Verstappen down on several occasions so 
far in 2022, but this was arare case of the roles being reversed and the 
driver dropping the ball.“I suddenly had a lot of tailwind, soTjust lost 
the rear,’ explained Verstappen. “It really caught me by surprise because 
I didn’t feel like I was actually braking later or throwing more speed into 
the corner. But it was very gusty out there today. One lap it felt all stable 
and then the next lap suddenly you could have more oversteer in places.” 

He resumed in fourth behind his team-mate, who in turn was 
breathing down the neck of Russell. Perez had a sniff on laps eight 
and nine but thought better of it when the Mercedes took a defensive 
line into the first corner. Next time around, Perez was much more 
aggressive, but Russell wouldn’t budge, and the Mexican couldn’t 
find a way past the lap after either. 

With Perez unable to capitalise, and Verstappen risking his tyres 
further by sliding around in the dirty air, so came the first instruction to 
the third-placed Red Bull driver to“let Max have a shot” He requested 


Leclerc just held 
off Verstappen at 
the start as Sainz 

fell to fifth 


“LSUDDENLY HAD A LOT OF TAILWIND, 
SO | JUST LOST THE REAR. IT REALLY 
CAUGHT ME BY SURPRISE” 


another tour to get the job done, but that was denied by the pitwall with 
the understanding that “we'll pay you back later”. On the short downhill 
run into Turn 6, Verstappen was released to take down Russell. 

Then came the latest case of the RB18 being temperamental. The 
car that had retired in Bahrain and Australia before struggling with 
overheating in Miami had forced Verstappen to abort his final Q3 lap for 
pole when the DRS failed to activate on the main straight. Red Bull had 
therefore decided to replace the flap pivot pins and actuator to mitigate 
the issue, which is ostensibly why Verstappen didn’t leave his garage to 
form onthe grid until the last second, although there is speculation 
that his delay was actually to resolve a dip in fuel temperature. 

Either way, the new parts didn’t resolve the issue. Verstappen 
thumbed the button to open the rear-wing flap, but it immediately 
slammed back shut. It did this time and time again, as team and driver 
worked to initiate DRS when Verstappen was on the kerbs, off the 
kerbs, at the activation line, well beyond the marker. Nothing seemed to 
provide aconsistent fix.“That was extremely painful,” said Verstappen. 
“Sometimes it would open, like almost halfway on the straight or not 
at all. [could have shouted back on the radio something, but there is 
nothing you can do. I’m not stupid, once you get the light andthe >> 
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“| LOOK BACK AT IT AND I’LL SMILE 
NOW. AT THE TIME, OF COURSE, 
| WAS A LITTLE BIT FRUSTRATED” 


activation beep, then you press the paddle. Ifit doesn’t open, there’s 
clearly anissue. I’ve spammed it like 50 times at one point on the 
straight and it’s just not opening. I tried all different kinds, but it 
was just malfunctioning.” 

With Russell still ahead, he and Verstappen pitted for mediums on lap 
13. As they picked up the battle, the Red Bull driver had to deftly catch 
aslide after clipping the inside kerb at Turn 8. DRS finally stayed open 
for Verstappen on lap 24 to allow him to shoot to the inside and past 
Russell into Turn 1. But Russell hung on around the outside as the track 
snaked left then right for the next two corners and the battle hit its 
peak. The Mercedes driver squeezed his foe to the edge of the track and 
beyond. Verstappen naturally kept his foot planted but couldn’t make 
the move stick and remained in third.“The fight itself, Ithink was really 
cool,” he said.“I look back at it and I’1l smile now. At the time, of course, 
Iwas alittle bit frustrated. But it was a really good and tough battle.” 

As entertaining as the battle was, Leclerc had escaped into what 
appeared to be an untouchable lead. Ferrari looked to have delivered 
amasterstroke by heading out for that last race simulation in FP3. In 
the intense heat, tyre degradation seemed to be giving Leclerc amiss 
as he built an advantage of 16s over Perez before the Red Bull pitted. 
Not only did he have pace in hand, but he was pumping ina string of 
laps six tenths quicker than his potential challengers, and Leclerc 
could stretch his soft rubber all the way to lap 21. Then the Maranello 
pitcrew fitted a set of medium tyres in just 2.2s to release Leclerc into 
alead of 5.7s over Russell. Leclerc soon doubled that advantage in 
what was shaping up to be a foregone conclusion. 

But, after all the unreliability to hit Verstappen this season, now 
it was Leclerc’s turn. On lap 27, on the approach to the higher-speed 
Turn 9 right-hander, there was alittle chirrup from the wastegate as 
the Ferrari engine shut down.“No, no, no! What happened? I think the 
turbo exploded” came Leclerc’s immediate reaction. He cruised the 
F1-75 to the garage and was withdrawn from an almost certain victory. 
The issue was so sudden that, as team boss Mattia Binotto said: “We 
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learned it first from Charles going onto the radio, and then from 
the engineers looking at the data.” 

While the engine was sent back to Modena for a full stripdown 
to identify the true cause, Leclerc departed Spain oddly upbeat: 
“Let’s say that I feel better after this weekend than I felt after the 
last two weekends [Imola and Miami]. Of course, there’s this issue 
that we’ve had on the car and I’m very disappointed. But on the other 
hand, Ithink there’s plenty of positive signs other than that — our 
qualifying pace, the new package works as expected, our race pace 
and tyre management. In those situations, I think it’s good to also 
look at the positives, and there are plenty today.” 

In the time it took Leclerc to crawl back to the pitlane, Russell and 
Verstappen had closed to appear in the same camera shot as the Ferrari 
for the first time since the Red Bull’s Turn 4 excursion 18 laps previously. 
The victory that had looked out of reach was now up for grabs, and 
Verstappen tried to grasp it straight away by lunging at the Silver Arrow 
into Turn1i thanks to a working 
DRS flap. But Russell continued 
to defend stoutly. 

With Verstappen unable to 
pass on track, Red Bull made 
the move happen offit. He was 
put onan undercut strategy 
z and pitted for a set of softs to 
lock into athree-stopper. Perez 
was now right behind Russell 
and, with Red Bull releasing 
Verstappen so quickly, the horse 
had bolted. The Brit was kept 
out ontrack rather than match 
the champion’s strategy and 
almost certainly lose the track 
position he had fought so well 
to retain. In the transition from 
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2 Perez had to play the team game 
™ to help Verstappen fight Mercedes 


Turn14 into 15 at the end of lap 30, Russell ran just a fraction wide 
to give a DRS-assisted Perez the tow he needed to sweep past on the 
outside come the 100-metre board into Turn1 and take the race lead. 
For six laps, Mercedes kept its driver out on ageing C2s before finally 
swapping Russell onto a fresh set of the mediums. Red Bull responded 
and duly pitted Perez next time around, also for the yellow-walled 
rubber. Verstappen, having earlier completed a millimetre-perfect 
outside pass on the Alfa Romeo of Valtteri Bottas at Turn 12, was 
clear to head the field by 16s. That was until two-thirds distance, 
when what Pirelli had predicted to be atwo-stop race became a 
three-stopper. The leading Red Bull hit the pits yet again to take 
on one last set of the medium rubber. 
Perez thus regained track position, but Verstappen was soon banging 
in times 1.5s faster per lap to again require the pitwall to intervene. 
A5s margin had been fully eroded come lap 48, at which point the 
second dispiriting radio call of the day buzzed in Perez’s ear. Despite 
Verstappen having the pace advantage to get by on merit, and having 
put himself behind with that earlier mistake, the message landed: 
“Youre ona different strategy to Max. He is quicker. Let him through.” 
Given it was only the sixth round of a record-equalling 22-race 
calendar now that Fi will not source areplacement for the axed Russian 
GP, many perceived it to be much too early inthe season for Red Bull >> 
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SPANISH GP RACE CENTRE 


QUALIFYING 


The battle between Charles Leclerc and Max Verstappen so far 
in 2022 was captured in perfect bitesize form in the final part of 
qualifying at Barcelona. Leclerc seized pole for the fourth time 
this season to continue his one-lap supremacy. Yet the Ferrari 
leading light also reaffirmed that he remains error-prone when 
under pressure. Verstappen, meanwhile, had his potential 
scuppered by the latest fault aboard his Red Bull. 

Ferrari reckoned it “found something” in FP3, but its race 
simulations on Friday had been massively adrift of Verstappen’s 
long-run pace. That emphasised how critical pole and track 
position might be to stopping the reigning champion scoring a 
third win in a row. Leclerc topped Q1 by 0.031 seconds over 
team-mate Carlos Sainz, with Verstappen 0.288s in arrears. 
Then the Dutchman turned up the wick to head Q2, while 
Leclerc ran seventh as he opted for just the one flying lap and 
then delivered that on a used set of the C3 soft compound tyre. 

With Red Bull having sought improved qualifying pace in 
final practice, pole could have gone either way. As the pressure 
mounted, Leclerc headed out for Q3. At Turn 14 on his first run, 
he was way too violent with the steering when he turned in 
and spun. He locked all four wheels as he brought the car toa 
halt, therefore flat-spotting the set of tyres he had saved with his 
calculated Q2 strategy. Rather than blame a potentially snappy 
F1-75, Leclerc held his hands up: “I tried to do too much.” 

Verstappen duly nailed his banker lap in Q3, finding four 


tenths over anybody else in 
the final sector to sit pretty “RATHER THAN 
over next fastest Sainz by 
0.35s leading into the final BLAME A 

salvo. With no safety net to fall POTENTIALLY 

back on, Leclerc headed out SNAPPY Fl -15, 
comparatively early for his 

one shot at pole to eliminate LECLERC HELD 

the risk of stumbling over HIS HANDS UP” 
traffic. He dug deep and 

nailed his opportunity, posting a mighty 1m18.750s to become 
the first driver to dip below the 1m19s threshold. 

It wasn’t quite perfect - Leclerc reckoned he “had a bit of 
moments” (sic) - but it didn’t need to be. As per the Bahrain 
and Australia races plus Miami practice, the RB18 hit trouble. 
Verstappen reported “I have no power!” and then aborted 
the lap into Turn 3. As team boss Christian Horner would later 
confirm, the DRS hadn’t opened on the main straight at a cost 
of three tenths to ruin the lap before it had really begun. 

That left Leclerc to snare his 13th F1 pole, holding a 0.323s 
margin over Verstappen as Sainz landed third ahead of George 
Russell. That result plus sixth for Lewis Hamilton, sandwiching 
Sergio Perez, reflected the new-found handle Mercedes has on 
porpoising thanks to the upgrades its W13 sported in Spain. 


a 
rT 
oO 
= 
<= 
= 


26 MAY 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 21 


RACE CENTRE SPANISH GP 


TRACKSIDE VIEW 


The class of 2022 aren’t as 
impressive through the final sector 
at Barcelona second time around. 
Since the test here in late February, 
when Autosport also watched from 
the infield that offers a view of 
Turns 10-15, three days of running 
in Bahrain and five grand prix 
weekends have taken place. In that 
time, drivers have added to their 
ground-effect experience and 
teams have bolted on early 
upgrades to unlock pace. But 
thanks to Pirelli bringing the C3 

as the softest compound for this 
round rather than the C5 of testing, 
the cars don’t want to change 
direction quite so readily. 

That swiftly becomes apparent 
during FP1. As such, at a venue the 
drivers know so well, attention 
switches to how rapidly reigning 
Formula E champion Nyck de Vries 
and Formula 2 race winner Juri 
Vips settle during their first GP 
weekend outings with Williams 
and Red Bull respectively. 

Perhaps perversely, it’s the Turns 
14-15 chicane where de Vries, in 
contention to replace Nicholas Latifi 
in 2023, struggles most. The double 
90-degree change of direction 
should be bread and butter for a 
Formula E racer so at home on 
staccato street circuits. Following 
a brief lock-up, though, he’s often 
very conservative on the throttle 
after taking a lot of inside kerb. 

With an empty bit of track to play 
with, it’s easy to listen to what his 
right foot is commanding the 
engine to do. While many drivers 
release the pedal partially or even 
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“PERHAPS PERVERSELY, 


IT’S THE TURN 14-15 
CHICANE WHERE DE 


VRIES STRUGGLES MOST” 


short-shift to keep the rear axle 

in check, de Vries is hopping 
completely off the accelerator and 
is slow to pick it up again on exit. 
That cautious attitude is backed 
up by how he jumps off the racing 
line to allow others to easily pass, 
rather than get his elbows out for 
track position to find a rhythm in 
this uncompetitive session. 

It’s more difficult to pick outa 
main takeaway for Vips, largely 
because Red Bull has put the 
Estonian on such an offbeat run 
plan. Four of his five stints consist 
only of an out, push and in-lap, 
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DRS DETECTION 
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so there’s little consistency. 

It’s noticeable at Turn 10 how he 
slows to a crawl and then drags the 
steering wheel to the left to scrub 
his front tyres across the hot track 
to generate temperature as part of 
his rubber-focused run aboard the 
RB18. Like de Vries, Vips is also 
uncertain on the throttle through 


the final chicane but is much more 
aggressive when turning in. For 
two laps, he follows Lance Stroll 
and is a match for the well-versed 
Aston Martin driver. Two personal 
best sectors late on show promise 
before Vips backs off to artificially 
prop up the times. 

MATT KEW 


RED BULL 


to be imposing such clear orders, even if Perez’s number-two status in 
the team has long been tacitly accepted by observers and that second 
place wouldn’t have been enough (by one point) for Verstappen to take 
the lead of the championship. “That’s very unfair, but OK,” replied a 
compliant Perez, who hadn’t forgotten the earlier deal he had struck 
with the team when he first let his stablemate past and was then told 
he’d be paid back soon enough. He wouldn’t be, at least not in Spain. 

On lap 49, as Russell sat an unthreatening 10s in arrears, Perez 
backed off into Turn 4 and Verstappen was promoted into first place 
for the final time. Perez was then brought into the pits for a final 13-lap 
dash to the finish on softs with the mission to nick the point for fastest 
lap that, at that time, was going to be collected by Hamilton. 

The seven-time champion, who had called on Mercedes to retire its 
updated W13 following the brush with Magnussen, was unable to 
respond because he (like Russell) had to massively lift-and-coast to 


Brilliant Russell took 
hard-fought third 
despite overheating 
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keep ahold of spiking engine temperatures and conceded fourth to 
Sainz late on. But ina somewhat familiar Hamilton performance — 
starting off grumpy before absolutely excelling with an immense 
recovery drive — he delivered in line with his stablemate as the lower- 
speed Barcelona enabled Mercedes to assess its new parts and 
massively combat the porpoising that has plagued it so far in 2022. 

Third-placed Russell rallied his team:“We have turned a page. 

I feel like this is probably the start of our season now. It’s beena 
season of problem solving, as opposed to trying to find more 
performance and bring more performance to the car. think 
we’ve finally solved our issue. We’re six races behind but 
there’s no reason why we can’t claw this back.” 

Two places ahead and with his team-mate out of the equation, 
Verstappen crafted a cushion of 13s at the flag to chalk his third 
consecutive victory and move six points clear of Leclerc as Red Bull 
sprung into a26-point lead over Ferrari. Verstappen, at the site of 
his first F1 win on his debut for Red Bull in 2016, moved level with 
Juan Manuel Fangio on 24 world championship GP victories. 

What started out as arecovery run for Verstappen following a 
second retirement in three races in Australia is now a fully fledged title 
challenge. The reigning champion has notched victory in every race 
he’s finished in 2022. In Spain, as at Imola, those successes arrived at 
tracks that should have more naturally suited the traits of the Ferrari. 

And yet the triumph arrived while Red Bull and Verstappen must 
still goin search of a first perfect weekend of the year, having dropped 
the ball with reliability most of all. This might suggest that when team 
and driver get everything right, they could disappear up the road. But 
given how imperious Leclerc looked aboard the revised F1-75 prior to 
his Barcelona retirement, albeit 
after Verstappen had made his 
wind-induced blunder to ease 
the pressure, the Prancing Horse 
can keep pace with the bull. It 
must do that in Monaco to keep 
the title fight as tantalisingly 
wide open as possible. 
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SPANISH GP 


ASTONS COURT 
CONTROVERSY 
BUT NOT PAYING 
POSITIONS 


The controversy over Aston 
Martin unveiling a ‘green Red 
Bull’ with its heavily revised 
AMR2z2 in Spain rather fizzled 
out when both Sebastian Vettel 
and Lance Stroll were eliminated 
in Q1. But both did make 
positive progress in the race. 
Vettel and Stroll struggled 
with oversteer and poor traction 
in qualifying, reflecting the 
difficulty of keeping tyres alive 
for a flying lap at Barcelona. 
Both benefited from the 
first-lap Lewis Hamilton/Kevin 
Magnussen clash, plus Zhou 
Guanyuw’s poor start, but then 
their paths diverged when Aston 
put Vettel on a two-stopper. It 
aimed to keep him in free air 
for as long as possible while 
others pitted ahead, but he 
could finish no higher than 11th. 
The four-time champion 
did not believe a better result 
would have been possible even 
if he had been on a three-stop 
strategy, as used by most of the 
frontrunners: “Ultimately, we 
just lacked a bit too much pace 
to really be able to attack the 
points-scoring positions.” 
Stroll’s three-stopper was 
complicated by a clash with 
Pierre Gasly’s AlphaTauri at 
Turn 1 shortly before half- 
distance. The stewards argued 
Gasly was “wholly at fault” for 
the collision — he understeered 
on worn mediums on the inside 
line — and handed him a five- 
second penalty and two licence 
points. Gasly finished 13th and 
accepted the penalty, despite 
putting the clash down to 
possible floor damage sustained 
in a collision with Esteban Ocon. 
Stroll recovered to the 
pits where no damage was 
detected, and so he carried 
on, coming home 15th. 
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Ocon and Alonso storm forward 
for Alpine double points finish 


Alpine went from blaming both itself and 
others for a poor qualifying showing at 
the Spanish Grand Prix to an impressive 
double points finish for Esteban Ocon 
and Fernando Alonso. 

Alonso was eliminated in Q1 when he 
couldn’t improve on his final flier thanks 
to acompromised out-lap, which was 
down to a team miscommunication. “I 
thought we had a one or two-second 
margin to get across the line, but we 
actually had 20s,” Alonso explained, his 
last lap ruined with tyres too hot from 
incorrectly rushing to beat the flag to 
be any use, and so ending up 17th. 

Ocon failed to make Q3 as result of 
“adhering to the minimum out-lap speed 
on his runs where a significant number of 
his direct competitors did not’, according 


to Alpine team principal Otmar Szafnauer. 


On this, 18 drivers were found to have 
breached the race direction instructions 
regarding minimum warm-up lap times, 


“L CANT THANK HIM 
ENOUGH FOR BATTLING 
THROUGH. BUT WE 
WOULD NEVER RISK 
LANDO’S HEALTH” 


McLaren team boss Andreas Seidl on 
Lando Norris’s drive from 11th on the 
grid to eighth in the Spanish GP, despite 
suffering from tonsillitis all weekend 


but Haas drivers Kevin Magnussen and 
Mick Schumacher were highlighted and 
warned for allowing trains of cars to build 
up behind them five times in qualifying. 
Ocon led Alpine’s charge in the race. He 
survived a brief clash with Pierre Gasly at 
Turn 1, then put in early passes on Daniel 
Ricciardo and Schumacher to run sixth 
before stopping. On the three-stopper, 
he was eventually overhauled by Carlos 
Sainz and Lewis Hamilton to come 
home seventh from 12th on the grid. 
Alonso started at the back of the 
field after Alpine opted to “sacrifice the 
weekend” with an engine change. He 
quickly got among the Williamses at the 
start, gaining further with the Hamilton/ 
Magnussen clash. After dispatching the 
Aston pair, he used fresh rubber to reach 
the points positions just before halfway, 
then was one of the drivers to demote 
Schumacher late on to firmly run in the 
top 10, eventually finishing ninth. 


Carlos Sainz’s struggles with the 2022 
Ferrari Formula 1 car continued, this 
time in front of an expectant home 


crowd in Spain. 


After qualifying third, Sainz dropped to 
fifth when anti-stall triggered at the start. 
Six laps in, he dropped his F1-75 into the 
gravel at Barcelona’s Turn 4 right-hander, 
which meant touring outside the points 
before being the first frontrunner to stop. 
He rose the order on a three-stop strategy, 


TOTO WOLFF 
MERCEDES 
TEAM PRINCIPAL 


Have this weekend’s 
results proven the 

W13 concept to be 

correct after all? 

We are literally learning by 
doing. These regulations 
have caught us off guard in 

a way. And step by step we 
are understanding what we 
need to do in order to bring 
the performance back into 
the car. We’ve seen another 
big step this weekend, 
probably we have halved 

the disadvantage to the 
frontrunners. But still there is 
a long way to go in order to be 
right up there in the fight. 


What did you make of George 
Russell’s performance 

on Sunday? 

His driving was unbelievable - 


jes 
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initially looking to have been beaten to 
fourth by the charging Lewis Hamilton, 
before getting the Mercedes back as it ailed 


with a water leak in the closing laps. 


Q&A 


the defending, the 
positioning. I’m so 
proud and happy in 
a way to see that. A 
great star or a great 
driver in the making. 


What about Lewis Hamilton’s 
race after the puncture? 

With Lewis, we had probably 
the fastest race car. He was 50 
seconds behind at the end. And 
he caught all the way up, and 
at stages in the race he was the 
quickest, and that shows the 
potential that the car has. 


Did Hamilton’s message 
about giving up and saving 
the engine surprise you? 
On the contrary, | think it 

was just a sentence of ‘I can’t 
believe that’. It was not what 
he meant. He comes back 38 
seconds behind the last guy, 
storms to the front, posting 
fastest lap times, consecutive 


“The car there was quite on the knife 
edge during the corner entry for me all 
weekend,” Sainz said of his Turn 4 off. 
“The combination of the dirty air of the 
car in front [Sergio Perez] plus a very 
big gust of wind made me lose control 
of the rear and go into the spin.” 


lap time throughout the 
race, and ends up in P5. 
That shows his quality 
mindset and determination. 


What were the engine 
problems at the end? 

There are some concerns. 

We had a water leak on Lewis’s 
car and general overheating on 
George’s. And it’s concerning, 
but we obviously need to 

look at the hardware. 


Are you back in the title 

fight now? 

I’ve seen a race car that 
reminded me of the race cars 
of previous seasons - 30-plus 
seconds behind the whole field, 
and you come all the way to 
the front and near the podium. 
And that is very encouraging 
and shows that we’ve made 
another step. Can we fight for 
a world championship? Well, 
we bet we can. 


SPANISH GP RACE CENTRE 
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BOTTAS STARS 
AGAIN DESPITE 
TWO-STOP 
STRATEGY 


Valtteri Bottas came home as the 
lead two-stopper at Barcelona, 
while Mick Schumacher slid to 
third best of the runners to try 
that strategy, losing another shot 
at his first F1 career points. 
Bottas shone in qualifying 
with seventh for Alfa Romeo, 
which he maintained early on 
thanks to Lewis Hamilton and 
Kevin Magnussen’s clash — 
Schumacher had nipped ahead 
with a nimble run through the 
opening corners. Bottas 
repassed the Haas with 
a DRS-enabled around-the- 
outside move at Turn 1, and 
from there ran adrift of the 
leaders until Carlos Sainz and 
Hamilton shuffled him down 
from fourth with nine laps left. 
Schumacher was also passed 
by Esteban Ocon and Lando 
Norris before he pitted for the 
first time, after which his pace 
on used soft tyres and then the 
longest stint of all on the 
mediums — 35 laps — wasn’t 
strong enough to avoid being 
overcome by a slew of three- 
stoppers late on. He briefly held 
10th with 11 laps to go before 
Yuki Tsunoda (who took 10th) 
went past, and started his 
slide to 14th at the flag. 
Magnussen only beat 
Williams driver Alex Albon 
after picking up a puncture 
during his Turn 4 clash with 
Hamilton. The Dane completed 
a one-stopper of medium -hard 
but never showed points-paying 
pace in his Haas. 
Zhou Guanyu retired the 
other Alfa with a cooling 
problem early on. 
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MERCEDES UPGRADES FIX ITS BIGGEST PROBLEM 


After two pre-season tests and five 
grands prix, Mercedes seems to 
have finally got on top of the 
porpoising issues that have 
plagued the team’s opening flurry 
of races. That’s partly down to the 
introduction of a new floor, adding 
a slot to its outer edge and an 
upturned corner ahead of the rear 
wheels. This comes in conjunction 
with a small winglet added to the 
front of the floor’s keel, which 
Mercedes described as having 

“a dual function: it generates 

local load in the middle of the 

car and sends a vortex under 

the main floor of the car” in its 


NEW FLOOR FINALLY 


BOOSTS FERRARI 


Ferrari had to endure the heartbreak of 
Charles Leclerc’s power unit problem that 
stole a potential win, after its developments 
to help its F1-75 machinery keep pace with 
Red Bull appeared to show signs of a pay-off. 
The team extended the front strake on 
the floor further forward to improve its 
interaction with the wake from the front 
wheels, picking it up earlier to be turned 
outward. This came with an update to the 


SPANISH GP 


DRAWING BOARD 


GIORGIO PIOLA 
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>. 
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+AND SMALL WINGLET 


pre-event technical notes. 

Lewis Hamilton and George 
Russell were delighted with the 
changes, reporting minimal 
porpoising at Barcelona, and it 
now sets the team on a path of 
being able to chase performance. 
With the source of the bouncing 
problems apparently uncovered, 
Mercedes can now run the car 
much lower and enjoy an increase 
in the downforce from the floor. 
This gives the team a platform to 
pursue further upgrades without 
having to sink its resources into 
trying to mitigate instabilities 
underneath the car. 


z PREVIOUS VERSION 
PRONE TO PORPOISING 


effect to bounce airflow off 
the wheel cover at the front. 


The team has also updated its 
front-wing endplate further from 
Miami, creating a gentle inwash 


diffuser, which Ferrari stated in its pre-event 
notes was “part of the standard development 
cycle and not Barcelona specific”, and aims to 
improve “overall aerodynamic performance 
through the entire car operating envelope”. 
The team further added to the winglets 
around the rear brakes to work with the 
redesigned floor, also expected to be 


FLOOR’S FRONT 


STRAKE EXTENDED 
FURTHER FORWARD 


carried forward further into the season. 

In terms of responding to the demands of 
the Barcelona circuit, the team reworked its 
upper-rear-wing profile with a slightly higher 


angle of attack to boost the overall downforce 
and help the car navigate the high-speed 
Turns 3 and 9 with more stability. 
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20 Alonso #14 Scere. 18 Albon #23 a 16 Vettel #5 = 14 Gasly #10 « ad 23 12 Ocon #31 are. 
1m21.043s 1m21.645s 1m20.954s om 1m20.861s 1m20.638s 
v a v A v a v ry v ry 


we aren 19 Latifi #6 a 17 Stroll #18 — a 15 Zhou #24 ” ae , 13 Tsunoda #22 Retare. 11 Norris #4 
na OO 1m21.915s sail 1m21.418s = 1m21.094s 1m20.639s ott 1m20.471s 


FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 SEASON STATS 


POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME 
> 
1 Leclerc 1m19.828s 1 Leclerc 1m19.670s 1 _Leclere 1m19.772s CUMRIONSHIP PTS aad Buel 
2 Sainz 1m19.907s 2 uel 1m19.787s 2  Verstappen 1m19.844s 1 Verstappen 110 1 1 
3 Verstappen 1m20.164s 3 Hamilton 1m19.874s 3 Russell 1m19.920s petoclare 104 1 1 
4 Russell 1m20.590s 4 Sainz 1m19.990s 4 Hamilton 1m20.002s 
Fs 3 Perez 85 2 1 
5 Alonso 1m20.768s 5 Verstappen 1m20.006s 5 Sainz 1m20.129s 
5 4 Russell 74 3 4 
6 Hamilton 1m20.811s 6 Alonso 1m20.203s 6 Perez 1m20.260s : 
3 5 5 Sainz 65 2 2 
7 Norris 1m21.279s 7 Perez 1m20.632s 7 Norris 1m20.403s 2 
8 Gasly 1m21.422s 8 Vettel 1m20.703s 8 Magnussen 1m20.646s Hamilton 48 3 ° 
9  Ricciardo 1m21.737s 9 Ocon 1m20.745s 9 Bottas 1m20.781s fers = = : 
10 Tsunoda 1m21.814s 10 Schumacher = 1m20.757s 10 Ocon 1m20.882s 8 Bottas 38 ° ° 
11 Ocon 1m21.891s 11 Gasly 1m20.917s 11 Ricciardo 1m20.910s 9 Ocon 30 6 ° 
12 Stroll 1m21.920s 12 Magnussen 1m21.013s 12 Vettel 1m20.944s 10 Magnussen 15 5 Gu 
13 Kubica 1m21.975s 13 Stroll 1m21.249s 13 Alonso 1m20.981s 11 Ricciardo 11 6 6 
14 Magnussen 1m22.089s 14 Tsunoda 1m21.285s 14 Zhou 1m21.201s 12 Tsunoda 11 7 g) 
15 Schumacher  1m22.146s 15 Ricciardo 1m21.385s 15 Tsunoda 1m21.449s 13 Gasly 6 8 7 
16 Vettel 1m22.164s 16 Bottas 1m21.828s 16 Stroll 1m21.520s 14 Vettel 4 8 9 
17 Bottas 1m22.614s 17. Zhou 1m21.866s 17 Albon 1m21.572s 15 Alonso 4 9 5 
18 deVries 1m22.920s 18 Albon 1m22.319s 18 Latifi 1m22.419s 16 Albon 3 9 14 
19 Latifi 1m23.011s 19 Latifi 1m23.197s 19 Schumacher 1m25.467s 17 Stroll 2 10 10 
20 Vips 1m24.138s 20 Norris 1m23.388s 20 Gasly notime 18 Zhou 1 10 13 
WEATHER Sunny, air 29-30C track 45-47C WEATHER Sunny, air 30-31C track 42-45C WEATHER Sunny, air 31-32C track 43-46C 19 Schumacher 0 11 10 
20 Hulkenberg 0 12 4 
21 = Latifi 0 14 18 


SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING) 


CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 


Mercedes 209.8mph 
ae 1 RedBull 195 
Williams 207.2mph 
: 2 Ferrari 169 
Alpine 203.6mph 
3 Mercedes 120 
Haas 201.6mph 
Red Bull 201.1mph fuaiMctaten au 
AlphaTauri 200.5mph Salle homes 22 
: 6 Alpi 34 
Ferrari 200.3mph pins 
7 AlphaTauri 17 
Alfa Romeo 199.9mph P 
Haas 15 
McLaren 199.6mph g 2 
9 Aston Martin 
Aston Martin 198.2mph 
10 Williams 3 
QUALIFYING BATTLE 
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 Hamilton 3 3—s-Russell 
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Verstappen 5 1 Perez 
1 Leclerc 1m19.861s 1 Verstappen 1m19.219s 1 Leclerc 1m18.750s Leclerc 6 0 Sainz 
2 Sainz 1m19.892s 2 Sainz 1m19.453s 2  Verstappen 1m19.073s Ricciardo 1 5 Norris 
3  Verstappen 1m20.091s 3 Russell 1m19.470s 3 Sainz 1m19.166s Alonso 2 3  Ocon 
4 Russell 1m20.218s 4 Hamilton 1m19.794s 4 Russell 1m19.393s Gasly 4 2 Tsunoda 
5 Magnussen 1m20.227s 5 Magnussen 1m19.810s 5 Perez 1m19.420s Vettel 3 1 Stroll 
6 Hamilton 1m20.252s 6 Perez 1m19.830s 6 Hamilton 1m19.512s Stroll 1 1 Hulkenberg 
7  Bottas 1m20.355s 7 Leclerc 1m19.969s 7  Bottas 1m19.608s Latifi 1 4 Albon 
8 Perez 1m20.447s 8  Bottas 1m20.053s 8 Magnussen 1m19.682s Zhou 0 6 Bottas 
9 Zhou 1m20.476s 9  Ricciardo 1m20.287s 9 Ricciardo 1m20.297s Magnussen 4 2 Schumacher 
10 Ricciardo 1m20.549s 10 sehuitiacher 1m20.436s 10 Schumacher = 1m20.368s Bice nol Od Oaeemarencteniminces 
11 Schumacher —1m20.683s 11 Norris 1m20.471s — WeaTHER Sunny, air 34-35C track 46-47C Eventsremoved when onedriverinateam could notrecord 
12 Tsunoda 1m20.707s 12 Ocon 1m20.638s arepresentative time for reasons outside theircontrol 
13 Gasly 1m20.719s 13. Tsunoda 1m20.639s 
z WINS POLEPOSITIONS 
14 Norris 1m20.838s 14 Gasly 1m20.861s NEXT RACE 7 sel 
st 4 
15 Ocon 1m20.880s 15 Zhou 1m21.094s orsppen pastas 
29 MAY Leclerc 2 Perez 1 
16 Vettel 1m20.954s 
MONACO GP Verstappen 1 
17 Alonso 1m21.043s FASTESTLAPS 
| 
18 Stroll 1m21.418s ies Leclerc 3 
19 Albon 1m21.645s Verstappen 2 
20 Latifi 1m21.915s Perez 
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POWERED BY 
Motorsport Stats is the pre-eminent provider of motorsport data to media owners, rights-holders, 
bookmakers and sponsors. Its data services are founded on the world’s largest repository of racing 
results dating back to 1897. For more information contact sales@motorsportstats.com 


STARTING GRID — 


2 Verstappen #1 @mliren 
1m19.073s 


4 Russell #63 
1m19.393s 


6 Hamilton #44 
1m19.512s 


10 Schumacher oe 8 Magnussen #20 Sma. Pe @aliare. 
1M20.368s 1m19.682s 


v A Vv A v A v A v A 

2 i : 9Ricciardo#3 “*h- 7 Bottas #77 — 5 Perez #11 — 3 Sainz #55 a 1 Leclerc #16 

tied 1m20.297s Care 1m19.608s a 1m19.420s 4 1m19.166s aoe tT 1m18.750s 

ROUND 6/22 (66 LAPS - 191.65 MILES) 

POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP 
1  MaxVerstappen (NLD) Red Bull 1h37m20.475s 25 Su,Mn,Su,Mn 1 Perez 1m24.108s - 55 
2  SergioPerez (mex) Red Bull +13.072s 11 Su,Mn,Mn, Su 2 Hamilton 1m24.253s +0.145s 51 
3 George Russell (csr) Mercedes +32.927s 4 Su, Mn, Mn, Su 3 Russell 1m24.636s +0.528s 53) 
4 Carlos Sainz (Esp) Ferrari +45.208s Su, Mn, Mn, Su 4 Verstappen 1m25.456s +1.348s 46 
5 Lewis Hamilton (cpr) Mercedes +54,534s Mn, Su, Mn, Su 5 Norris 1m25.619s +1.511s 53 
6  Valtteri Bottas (Fin) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari +59.976s Su, Mn, Mn 6 Ocon 1m25.935s +1.8275 54 
7 Esteban Ocon (FRA) Alpine-Renault +1m15.397s Sn, Mn, Su, Su 7 Sainz 1m25.985s +1.8775 49 
8 LandoNorris (cer) McLaren-Mercedes +1m23.235s Sn, Mn, Su, Su 8 Bottas 1m26.395s +2.2875 36 
9  FernandoAlonso (Esp) Alpine-Renault -llap/+6.847s Sn, Mn, Sn, Su 9 Alonso 1m26.599s +2.491s 56 
10 YukiTsunoda Vpn) AlphaTauri-Red Bull -1lap/+10.645s Sn, Mn, Sn, Su 10 Tsunoda 1m26.828s +2.720s 59 
11 Sebastian Vettel (pEv) Aston Martin-Mercedes -1lap/+26.623s Su, Su, Mu 11 Stroll 1m26.876s +2.7685 54 
12 Daniel Ricciardo (aus) McLaren-Mercedes -llap/+39.677s Su, Su, Mn, Su 12 Gasly 1m26.987s +2.879s 51 
13 Pierre Gasly (FRa) AlphaTauri-Red Bull -1lap/+40.947s Sn, Mn, Su, Su 13 Leclerc 1m27.030s +2.922s 25) 
14. MickSchumacher (Dev) Haas-Ferrari -llap/+43.443s Su, Su,Mn 14s Latifi 1m27.246s +3.138s 52 
15 Lance Stroll (can) Aston Martin-Mercedes -1lap/+1m02.331s Su, Su, Mu, Su 15 Ricciardo 1m27.285s +3.177s 54 
16 Nicholas Latifi (can) Williams-Mercedes -2 laps/+4.456s Sn, Mn, Sn, Su 16 Schumacher 1m27.447s +3,339s 32 

17 Kevin Magnussen (pnk) Haas-Ferrari -2 laps/+12.656s Su, Mn, Hn 17 Magnussen 1m27.537s +3.429s 3 
18 Alexander Albon (THA) Williams-Mercedes -2 laps/+55.328s Sn, Mn, Sn, Mn, Su 18 Vettel 1m27.629s +3,521s 59 
R Zhou Guanyu (cHn) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 28 laps-engine Sn,Mn 19 Albon 1m28.281s +4.173s 56 
R_ Charles Leclerc (mco) Ferrari 27laps-engine 26 Sn,Mn 20 Zhou 1m28.415s +4,307s 12 


WEATHER Sunny, air 36-37C track 47-49C 
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 118.128mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 124.336mph 


TYRES 


RACE BRIEFING 


FP1 GRID PENALTIES 

ROBERT KUBICA replaced ALONSO Required to start 
Zhou at Alfa Romeo from the back for additional 
NYCK DE VRIES replaced 
Albon at Williams 


and two licen ints 
KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S- Soft I-Intermediate W-Wet n-Newset u- Used set d licence po 


OO990000 


for causing a collision 

with Stroll 

ALBON 5s penalty and one 
licence point for leaving the 


MEDIUM SOFT 


power unit elements used 


INTERMEDIATE WET JURI VIPS replaced Perez RACE PENALTIES track without a justifiable 
at Red Bull GASLY Five-second penalty —_ reason multiple times 
LAP CHART What happened, when 
LAP 5 LAP 10 LAP 15 LAP 20 LAP 25 LAP 30 LAP 35 LAP 40 LAP 45 LAP 50 LAP 55 LAP 60 LAP 65 


Leclerc 
Verstappen 


Sainz 


Perez 
Hamilton 


Bottas 


Magnussen 
Ricciardo 


Schumacher & 


Norris 


Ocon & 


Tsunoda 
Gasly 
Zhou 

Vettel 
Stroll 


Albon 
Latifi 


Alonso 


Pitstop [ Crash @ Mechanical failure BH Spin E& Penalty 


Carlapped | Safetycar | Virtual Safety car @ Red flag 
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RACE CENTRE SPANISH GP 


RUSSELL STARS IN SPAIN AS 
SOLE FULL-POINTS SCORER 


The Mercedes driver delivered an exceptional performance across 


the weekend, topped off by his second podium finish of the season 


MERCEDES 


at 


LEWIS HAMILTON 


Started 6th— Result 5th 


Once again, we 
saw him so 
frustrated early 
ononly to mount 
a brilliant comeback. 
Recovered from first- 
lap puncture to sit in 
fourth before engine 
temperatures spiked. 
Race pace was even 
a whisker faster than 
Russell’s, but drops 
a point for having 
qualified behind 
his stablemate. 


McLAREN 


DANIEL RICCIARDO 


Started 9th —Result12th 


Outqualified 
Norris for first 
time this year 
after team-mate 
had Q2 lap scrubbed. 
There the good points 
ended. Whatever tyre 
he was given in the 
race, had no pace and 
was sliding all over the 
shop to fall out of the 
points. Avoiding a 
collision keeps him 
from being lowest- 
ranked driver here. 


GEORGE RUSSELL 


Started 4th— Result3rd 


His best 
qualifying 
performance 
of the year 
beat one of the Red 
Bulls and was well 
ahead of Hamilton. 
Defended brilliantly 
against Perez and 
Verstappen in a slower 
car to even lead the 
race. Despite Mercedes’ 
gains, he did more 
than was expected in 
an exceptional drive. 


LANDO NORRIS 


Started 11th — Result 8th 


Tonsillitis might 
not sound like 
much, but he 
was keeled over 
on the grid. Somehow 
declared fit to race, 
he gritted his teeth 
rather brilliantly to 
score points. Perhaps 
harshly knocked out of 
Q3 when adjudged to 
have exceeded track 
limits at a corner 
already defined by 
a gravel trap. 
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MATT KEW 


RED BULL 


=~ 
TAS 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 


Started 2nd——Result1st 


Aseven might 
seem harsh, but 
lost places and 
put Leclerc clear 
for victory with a 
half-spin at Turn 4. 
That must go down 
as a ‘major error’, so 
he can’t access the top 
scores. A scruffy Q3 
banker that left him 
unable to fight for pole 
when his DRS failed 
is a further nit that 
must be picked. 


ALPINE 


FERNANDO ALONSO 


Started 20th — Result 9th 


Silly mix-up from 
Alpine sent 
Alonso out too 
early in Ql and 
that plonked him in 
traffic, so he quickly 
abandoned his flying 
lap. Fitting a new 
power unit sent him 
to the back of the 
grid but he gained a 
stonking five places on 
the opening lap and 
thereafter recovered 
into the points. 


SERGIO PEREZ 


Started 5th— Result2nd 


Left lots on the 
table, unfamiliar 
with the limit 
heading into 
qualifying after car 
balance issues. In the 
race, although team 
orders seemed cruel, 
he was slower than 
Verstappen when on 
comparable tyres to 
present Red Bull with 
a choice. Beats team- 
mate here thanks to 
lack of costly blunder. 


ESTEBAN OCON 


Started 12th — Result 7th 


By adhering to 
the minimum 
out-lap speed 
in Q2, unlike 
some, Ocon’s tyres 
were too hot and 
that was enough 
to cost him a Q3 
appearance. He 
was rapid during 
the first stint and 
pulled off some 
accomplished moves 
to finish ahead of the 
car’s true pace. 


FERRARI 


CHARLES LECLERC 


ResultR 


Started 1st 


Spinning on first 
Q3 lap can’t go 
unnoticed and 
prevents perfect 
score. Otherwise, a 
blistering run to pole 
was followed by a 
strong launch and, 
before Verstappen’s 
spin relieved the 
immediate pressure, 
looked in total control 
and pulled out a huge 
lead before sudden 
power unit shutdown. 


ALPHATAURI 


PIERRE GASLY 


Started 14th-Result13th 


Low score is for 
making mistakes 
and falling 
behind his team- 
mate. Had complaints 
over car balance and 
failed to hit ideal lap in 
Q2 to cede two tenths 
to Tsunoda. Was then 
hurt in the race by 
Turn 1 front-wing 
damage after a whack 
with Ocon before 
being guilty party in 
silly shunt with Stroll. 


CARLOS SAINZ 


Started 3rd — Result 4th 


Granted, he 
recovered well 
to claim a late 
fourth. But his 
struggle to tame the 
rear axle left him 0.4s 
slower than Leclerc 
in qualifying. Then 
fluffed the start and 
spun at Turn 4 to drop 
six places. Given how 
dominant Leclerc was 
before retiring, should 
have picked up the 
pieces for a home win. 


<> 


YUKI TSUNODA 


a 


Started13th-Result10th 


Outqualified 
Gasly for only 
the third time 
during F1 tenure 
but, with AlphaTauri 
not bringing an 
upgraded car and with 
iffy balance, couldn’t 
do more on Saturday. 
After battling with the 
McLarens and Alonso 
at the start, was far 
happier on the softs 
than mediums to take 
a well-deserved point. 


FSi APU 


SEBASTIAN VETTEL 


Started 16th -Result11th 


As driver and 

team worked 

to understand 

controversial 
Aston Martin update 
package, he struggled 
with oversteer to leave 
him a late Q1 casualty, 
though trumped Stroll. 
Was put on longest 
opening stint of any 
driver, managing the 
tyres particularly well. 
Was a lack of car pace 
that denied him points. 


HAAS 


KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 


Started 8th— Result 17th 


Was cheeky on 
his out-lap by 
driving too 
slowly to keep 
his tyres cool so he 
could overcome 
broken DRS to nail Q3. 
And was arguably 
the aggressor in the 
first-lap brush with 
Hamilton that gave 
both punctures. Then 
on a hiding to nothing 
as the only driver to 
bother with hard tyres. 


mo 


LANCE STROLL 


Started 17th -Result15th 


Was innocent 
party battling 
with Gasly, who 
understeered 
into him. Lost 30s in 
the pits to inspect the 
damage and race was 
ruined. The previous 
day, much like his 
team-mate, couldn’t 
find a sweet spot for 
car balance and was 
unconvincing in the 
first and final sectors 
to deny a Q2 cameo. 


MICK SCHUMACHER 


Started 10th-Result 14th 


Did well to get 
his eye in so 
quickly after 
being late into 
Q1 following FP3 
brake fire. Made Q3 
courtesy of Norris 
exceeding track limits 
but was 0.7s slower 
than Magnussen. 
Enjoyed great start to 
climb to sixth before 
fading to 11th, then 
two-stopper left him 
out on old mediums. 


= 
NICHOLAS LATIFI 


Started 19th-Result16th 


A better showing 
for Latifi at an 
event where 
Williams suffered 
extreme degradation. 
Was on opposite 
qualifying strategy to 
Albon and enjoyed 
plenty of running in 
clean air, but simply 
wasn’t very quick to 
start 19th. Chasing 
down and passing 
Magnussen was a 
late-race highlight. 


ALEX ALBON 
Started18th-Result18th 


Sent out late in 
Q1 to maximise 
the tyres, but 
hit traffic in pit 
exit to hinder track 
position. Race was 
ruined by floor 
damage - for which 
there was no obvious 
driver error - after 
first pitstop that 
immediately cooked 
a new set of mediums. 
Then had along and 
thankless afternoon. 


SPANISH GP RACE CENTRE 


ALFA ROMEO 


ZHOU GUANYU 


Started 15th ——ResultR 


Played it safe 

with extra Q1 

run, Soin Q2 he 

couldn’t fight 
with fresh tyres when 
he might have been on 
cusp of top 10. Then 
his latest rubbish 
launch left him last out 
of Turn 1. Eventually 
climbed back towards 
top 10 in an Alfa that 
was Clearly very fast 
before another Ferrari 
engine failure. 


Russell didn’t make it 
easy for Verstappen 


A. ao . 


VALTTERI BOTTAS 


Started 7th— Result 6th 


This score is 
down to Bottas 
earning a result 
that reflected 
Alfa’s pace. Although 
he missed his ideal 
qualifying lap, had he 
nailed it he wouldn’t 
have started any 
higher. Was 
contending fora 
podium before long 
final 32-lap stint on 
mediums caused 
his tyres to die. 


TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS 


AUTOSPORT’S RATING AFTER ROUND 6* 
*Excludes Nico Hulkenberg (7.0) 


Leclerc 8.3 
Albon 7.7 
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Verstappen 8.7 


Hamilton 7.7 


Norris 7.7 
Bottas 7.3 
Ocon 6.8 
Perez 6.8 


Magnussen 6.7 


READERS’ RATING AFTER ROUND 6* 
* Excludes Nico Hulkenberg(6.9) 


Bottas 7.9 
Norris 7.5 


yw 
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Verstappen 8.3 


GIVE 
YOUR DRIVER 
RATINGS 


BIT.DO/ASRATINGS 


tN 


Perez 7.4 
Albon 7.4 
Hamilton 7.0 
Magnussen 6.9 
Ocon 6.7 
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RALLY PORTUGAL 


Rovanpera makes his 
bid to join the legends 


The young Toyota driver took his third consecutive victory in Portugal. 
He’s looking all set to be the next big name to bestride the WRC 


TOM HOWARD 


PHOTOGRAPHY McKLEIN 


na weekend when past champions and 
icons gathered to celebrate the World Rally 
Championship’s 50th anniversary season, it was 
Kalle Rovanpera who again outlined the potential 

to one day join the pantheon of rally legends. 

The revered gravel roads of Portugal have been almost ever- 
present since the WRC’s inaugural season in 1973, providing a 
perfect backdrop to mark 50 years of rich history. It was a festival 
of rallying that didn’t disappoint, either on or away from the stages. 
Thirty historic cars from the beautiful Alpine A110, the Group B 
monsters from Audi and Lancia, to the Group A Subaru Impreza and 
Toyota Celica icons were on show, accompanied by a glittering cast 
list that amassed 28 of the 50 drivers’ titles to date. Champions 
Walter Rohrl (1980, 1982), Ari Vatanen (1981), Miki Biasion (1988, 
1989), Carlos Sainz (1990, 1992), Marcus Gronholm (2000, 2002) 
and Petter Solberg (2003) made the trip to attend a gala dinner, and 
there were of course the modern day heroes Sebastien Loeb (2004- 
12), Ott Tanak (2019) and Sebastien Ogier (2013-18, 2020-21). 

That list of world title winners doesn’t yet feature the name 
Kalle Rovanpera but, if his performance in last weekend’s rally is 
anything to go by, then it’s surely only a matter of time before 
the WEC crowns its youngest ever champion. 

Few expected Rovanpera to challenge for victory in Portugal given 
that the Finn faced the daunting task of sweeping the dusty roads 


“If there was a communal 
swear jar in the service park, 
it would have been brimming” 


by virtue of leading the championship standings after back-to-back 
wins on Swedish snow and Croatian asphalt. Yet after four days of 
competition, Rovanpera defied the odds to stun the rally world once 
again. The 21-year-old emerged from a battle with Toyota team- 
mate Elfyn Evans to chalk up his third consecutive victory. 

This latest triumph arrived in a rally that featured, coincidentally, 
five-time Portugal winner Ogier and Loeb, the most successful 
WRC driver of all time, as the part-time campaigners who lit 
up January’s Monte Carlo Rally rejoined their respective 
Toyota and M-Sport Ford teams. 

There were plenty of unknowns heading into the first gravel 
test for the new heavier Rally1 hybrid cars, and it would prove 
to be a stern challenge for tougher events to come after a 
surprisingly brutal start to the rally. 

Portugal’s rich WRC history over the past 50 years has built up 
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a loyal following despite the lack of a local driver in the top flight, 
and they were out in force when the proceedings kicked off south of 
host city Porto for a superspecial in Coimbra. The Thursday night 
stage also featured a demonstration run for historic cars as part of 
the half-century celebrations. It was Hyundai’s Thierry Neuville 
who topped the technical asphalt test, but that would be among few 
highlights for the Belgian, who would face another frustrating rally. 
If there was a communal swear jar in the service park, then it would 
have been brimming come end of Friday, such was the drama and 
misfortune that unfolded. The first full day of gravel action this year 
was a Savage one that relentlessly dished out punishment. Dust 
quickly became a talking point among the crews, with overnight 
leader Neuville, second on the road, forced to slow his Hyundai due 
to the dust hanging in the air following Rovanpera’s run in stage two. 
That was a minor issue in comparison to what was affecting three 


. 


ef iF ay Aw ia Git a ee ee ee 
* > Ss tea : P > L Roe 
pies ae hie. Se aa : a 


of the five M-Sport drivers: Craig Breen, Gus Greensmith and 
Loeb. Dust was coming into the cockpit of the cars, adding to the 
visibility issues and all-round discomfort behind the wheel. Breen 
summed it up best. “I go into a right-hand corner and it’s billowing 
up in the back here,” he said at the end of stage three. “I couldn’t 
see a thing and it’s cutting my f****** eyes.” 

At the front, Evans had emerged as the pacesetter, and had 
swiftly moved into a five-second lead over Hyundai’s Ott Tanak, 
with Ogier and Breen in pursuit, while road sweeper Rovanpera 
hung on in sixth ahead of Loeb and Neuville. 

Loeb had been relatively quiet, but you can never turn a blind eye 
to the nine-time world champion. On stage four he burst into life 
in devastating fashion, winning the legendary Arganil test that has 
gone down in rally folklore thanks to the exploits of Vatanen, Rohrl 
and Michele Mouton in the 1980s. While Evans struggled for grip, 


Loeb produced a masterclass from nowhere to find 10.6s, jumping 
from seventh to the outright lead, 0.5s ahead of the early 
pacesetting Toyota. This was achieved without the Frenchman 
using the hybrid boost at the start of the stages. “I tried hard 

and I had a very good stage,” said a modest Loeb. 

With only a short tyre-fitting zone splitting the morning and 
afternoon loops, crews were thrown into the deep end for what 
was a vicious second pass through the morning stages, which 
began with the rarest of things — a Loeb unforced error. Loeb 
proved he is human after all when he misjudged a left-hander, 
resulting in his Ford Puma sliding into a wall, ripping the 
right-rear wheel and suspension from the car. 

This unexpected retirement restored Evans to the lead, albeit 
2.1s ahead of Neuville, who looked threatening, while Ogier had 
gathered momentum after winning the very stage where his long- 
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RACE CENTRE RALLY PORTUGAL 


*AUTOSPORT PLUS 


NO ADS. 
JUST MORE 
PERFORMANCE 
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time rival crashed. 

If watching Loeb retire 
due to a mistake sent 
shockwaves through the 
service park, losing 
Ogier from the fight 
two stages later left 
many in disbelief. Punctures became the talking point, and if one 
arrives several are likely to follow. M-Sport’s Adrien Fourmaux 
was the first to fall with a left-front failure. Worse was to come 
when Ogier, Tanak and Breen suffered punctures in stage six, 
dropping the trio down the order. 

After losing two minutes fitting a spare, Ogier was particularly 
punchy with his review of the situation: “It’s rough, and we drive 
Pirelli, so a good combination.” 

Breen added: “This stage is completely destroyed. I could 
have got it [the puncture] in about 150 places because there’s 
boulders everywhere. It’s a lottery.” 

On the next test, punctures struck Ogier and Tanak again and 
it proved terminal for the Toyota man, who had elected not to take 
two spare wheels. Tanak lost more than a minute and 30s fitting a 
spare. The stage also claimed one of Greensmith tyres, and Pirelli’s 
upgraded rubber came under scrutiny. 

The drama kept on coming as Hyundai’s reliability issues reared 
their head again, with Neuville the victim. A driveshaft failure on 
a road section dropped the Belgian from second to seventh, cue 
another expletive explosion at stage end. “We could have been in 
the fight for the lead, but we got hit again with technical issues,” 
said Neuville once he had calmed down after ending Friday 1m46.4s 
adrift. “It’s frustrating — I cannot do more than I am doing 
and we are always missing points at the end of the year, 
mainly due to small technical issues.” 

As the drama subsided, Evans emerged with a 13.6s lead from 
Rovanpera, who had quietly climbed into contention after claiming 
two stage wins. Hyundai’s Dani Sordo and Toyota’s Takamoto 
Katsuta sat third and fourth, having avoided serious time loss. 

Evans and Rovanpera took it up a notch on Saturday in a head- 
to-head battle for the win. The hot sun of Friday was replaced by 
rain and humid conditions as crews tackled almost 165 kilometres 
of stages. Evans came out of the blocks fast, extending his lead to 
18.4s at the end of a morning loop that wasn’t without action — 
the two Sebastiens who had rejoined the rally under restart 
rules were at the heart of it. 


Loeb jumped from 


“It’s frustrating. We are always 
missing points, mainly due 
to small technical issues” 


Loeb suffered a suspected turbocharger issue that reduced 
his Puma to a crawl, while Ogier crashed out on the same stage 11 
after being distracted by a hybrid issue. Both, amazingly, retired 
for a second time — the last time the duo retired from a WRC 
event on the same day was at Rally Australia in 2011. 

As the rain intensified so did Rovanpera’s charge, which was 
most evident on the day’s penultimate stage, won by the recovering 
Neuville. The Finn managed to overhaul Evans, who faced the worst 
of the conditions, to move into a 4s lead that extended to 5.7s after 
arun through the Porto asphalt superspecial. 

A surprised Rovanpera said: “I was not expecting it. I have 
had quite a comfortable feeling in the car and I’m not pushing 
the limits all of the time but when I knew it was good 
conditions, I went for it.” 

The battle for third provided plenty of entertainment as Katsuta 
jumped Sordo, while Neuville held fifth from Breen and Pierre- 
Louis Loubet, who had run as high as fourth before a wild off-road 
excursion on Saturday. Tanak and Fourmaux completed the Rally1 
field, although Fourmaux lost three minutes to a puncture on the 
rally’s longest stage. M-Sport’s fortunes had been dealt a further >> 


Neuville was furious 
after driveshaft failure 
stifled victory hopes 
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“Tm a bit surprised as I didn't 
think when we started the rally 
we could do something like this” 


blow when Greensmith retired with suspension failure after he 
clipped a bank earlier in the afternoon. 

As for the victory battle, Toyota boss Jari-Matti Latvala uttered 
the words the neutrals wanted to hear: “We don’t like team orders 
and it is not correct for the drivers.” And so, a Sunday showdown 
between Rovanpera and Evans was locked in. 

Overnight rain threatened to create a grandstand finish, but in 
truth Rovanpera appeared to have this under control, just like his 
GR Yaris. Such is his confidence that Rovanpera was able to employ 
his “full send” mantra across the iconic Fafe powerstage to delight 
the thousands of fans congregated at the huge jump. Not only did 
he fend off Evans to score a 15.2s win, but Rovanpera coolly won 
the final powerstage to clinch five bonus points and add further 
gloss to an against-the-odds victory. 

“T have really good feelings [about this win],” said Rovanpera, 


ity . to push super-hard 


Sordo pipped Katsuta to J 
third place on final stage 


who now leads the championship by a whopping 46 points from 
Neuville. “I am a bit surprised also as I didn’t really think when 
we started the rally we could do something like this.” 

A first podium of the season for Evans pushed the Welshman up 
to fifth in the standings, but he admitted he didn’t quite have the 
confidence to push as hard as Rovanpera. “Hats off to Kalle for the 
victory, he’s done a great job,” said Evans. “I was trying to catch 
him but I was not 100% gelled with everything, so I wasn’t free 


enough to push to that level.” 


Toyota was denied a podium lockout on the final stage when 
Sordo snatched third away from Katsuta by 2.1s — a rostrum on 
the Spaniard’s first start of the season. Neuville was left to ponder 
what could have been in fifth, ahead of team-mate Tanak, while 
Loubet led M-Sport’s charge in seventh after Breen limped home 
with a brake problem in eighth, in front of a distant Fourmaux. 

But the plaudits righty belonged to Rovanpera, who quite simply 
is operating in a different league. If last month’s first win on asphalt 
in Croatia was a warning shot to the WRC field, then this latest 
victory should have his rivals worried. Loeb and Ogier may have 
dominated the championship for the past 16 years, but it appears 
that this just might be the start of the Rovanpera era. 


LATVALA: ROVANPERA HAS THE ELEMENTS TO BE WORLD CHAMPION 


Kalle Rovanpera has received his 
fair share of praise this season. 
But after his triumph in Portugal, 
Toyota boss Jari-Matti Latvala 
now believes his young charge 
has displayed the skills required 
to win a world championship. 
Asecond event in succession 
where Rovanpera has won despite 
being first on the road even 
prompted Latvala to compare his 
young driver to Sebastien Ogier, 

a proven master at road sweeping 
during his run to eight world titles. 
“Once again he has surprised 

us because we didn’t expect 
him to win as he was first car 
onthe road, but he did it,” said 
Latvala. “Elfyn was driving really 


Rovanpera has matured 
really quickly, says Latvala 


well, fighting for the victory 
and putting the pressure on 
Kalle, but this time Kalle found 
more performance. 

“Kalle has grown up now really 
quickly and he has shown and 
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proven that he has all the 
elements to become a world 
champion. He is on the right path 
but for sure there are many races 
and many more points to be 
scored before you are there. 


“It reminds me of the 
dominance of Sebastien Ogier 
back in 2013 when he was driving 
the Volkswagen for the first time 
[when he won the title]. He was 
putting all the other drivers under 
pressure and Kalle has now done 
the same and it is very difficult 
when a driver is in what | call the 
‘flow zone’. It is very difficult for 
the others to beat him and he 
has found that. 

“For Kalle all of the things 
are clicking together. He stays 
calm and doesn’t take too 
much pressure and the car is 
suiting him really well. There 
is nobody in history at his 
age that has done this.” 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 4/13, RALLY PORTUGAL, 19-22 MAY 


POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER 


TEAM/CAR TIME 


THE TALE OF TWO 1 KalleRovanpera (rFin)/Jonne Halttunen (Fin) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 3h44m19.2s 
SEBASTIENS 2 Elfyn Evans (cBr)/Scott Martin (car) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +15.2s 

3 DaniSordo(esp)/Candido Carrera (Esp) Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20 N Rally1 +2m17.3s 

4 TakamotoKatsuta(JPn)/Aaron Johnston (csr) ToyotaGazooRacingWRT NG/ToyotaGRYarisRallyl +2m19.4s 

5 ThierryNeuville (BeL)/MartijnWydaeghe (Bel) HyundaiShellMobisWRT /Hyundaii20N Rally1 +2m37.8s 

6 OttTanak(est)/Martin Jarveoja (est) Hyundai Shell MobisWRT /Hyundaii20N Rally1 +4m45.7s 

7 Pierre-Louis Loubet (FRra)/Vincent Landais (Fra) M-SportFord WRT /Ford PumaRally1 +5m52.1s 

Craig Breen (irL)/PaulNagle (IRL) M-Sport Ford WRT /Ford Puma Rally1 +7m03.4s 

9 Adrien Fourmaux (FrA)/Alexandre Coria (FRA) M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford PumaRally1 +8m09.6s 

10 YohanRossel(Fra)/Valentin Sarreaud (FRA) PH Sport/ Citroen C3 Rally2 +13m48.9s 


OTHERS 


18 GusGreensmith(csr)/JonasAndersson(swe) | M-SportFordWRT/FordPumaRallyl § +33m53.0s/suspension 


Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / 
Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 


M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford PumaRally1 


+2h03m03.2s/puncture, 
thenaccident 


After the blockbuster fight for victory 
delivered by Sebastien Loeb and 
Sebastien Ogier in Monte Carlo, 
nobody would have predicted two 
uncharacteristic errors from the 
WRC’s most successful drivers. STAGE FASTEST LEADER SECOND 
Rally Portugal proved that these 


51 Sebastien Ogier (Fra)/Benjamin Veillas (FRA) 


R_ Sebastien Loeb (Fra)/Isabelle Galmiche (FRA) accident, then turbo 


STAGE TIMES 


: SS1 Coimbra (1.75 miles) Neuville 2m37.9s Neuville Tanak+0.6s 
two legends are not immune to 
mistakes. It’s not often Loeb feels the SS2 Lousa 1(7.48 miles) Evans 8m58.9s Evans Greensmith +4.4s 
need to apologise to his team, but SS3 Gois 1 (12.01 miles) Evans 13m12.7s Evans Tanak+5.0s 
that’s exactly what happened after he . 
crashed out of the rally lead on stage SS4Arganil 1 (11.63 miles) Loeb 11m48.0s Loeb Evans+0.5s 
four, before a loss of power prompted SS5 Lousa 2 (7.48 miles) Ogier 8m58.7s Evans Neuville +2.1s 
asecond retirement on Saturday. : 

e : SS6 Gois 2 (12.01 miles) Evans 13m12.6s Evans Neuville +5.8s 

| can’t be too happy about my 

weekend, it was already finished on SS7Arganil2 (11.63 miles) Rovanpera11m51.6s Evans Neuville +7.0s 
Saturday morning so it wasn’t what SS8 Mortagua (11.28 miles) Rovanpera12m01.7s Evans Rovanpera+10.7s 
we expected,” said Loeb. “Yesterday 
[Friday] | made a mistake, on Saturday SS9 Lousada (2.09 miles) Evans 2m37.7s Evans Rovanpera+13.6s 
we broke the turbo, so it’s not great. SS10 Vieira do Minho 1 (10.86 miles) Evans 13m37.9s Evans Rovanpera+14.9s 
| hope there will be another chance ; 

: : . SS11 Cabeceiras de Basto 1 (13.69 miles) Rovanpera 13m26.8s Evans Rovanpera+10.2s 
to try this car later this year. 

Ogier (above) also held his hands SS12 Amarante 1 (23.14 miles) Evans 25m02.3s Evans Rovanpera+18.4s 
up for crashing out on stage 11, SS13 Vieira do Minho 2 (10.86 miles) Rovanpera 13m36.9s Evans Rovanpera+16.5s 
revealing that he’d been distracted by 
a message on his dash following an SS14 Cabeceiras de Basto 2 (13.69 miles) Rovanpera 13m28.6s Evans Rovanpera+9.9s 


issue with the hybrid system. “We lost 
the hybrid a couple of hundred metres 
before | crashed,” he said. “It was my 
mistake. | was watching the screen 
and | lost concentration and | didn’t 
listen to the pacenotes for the next 
corner, and | came in alittle bit too 
fast, hit the bank and spun, and | just 
got stuck with not too much damage.” 
But he refused to take the sole 
blame for the punctures that initially 
derailed his bid for a record sixth 
Portugal win. “I really tried to avoid 
every big rock and was not pushing at 
allin this first section, but it’s a bit of 


S$S15 Amarante 2 (23.14 miles) Neuville 24m42.2s Rovanpera’ _Evans+4.0s 


SS16 Porto-Foz (2.05 miles) Josh McErlean3m21.2s Rovanpera  Evans+5.7s 


SS17 Felgueiras 1 (5.54 miles) Rovanpera5m57.0s Rovanpera  _Evans+8.4s 


SS18 Montim (5.40 miles) Tanak5m34.3s Rovanpera’ _Evans+8.5s 


SS19 Fafe 1 (6.95 miles) Tanak6m32.3s Rovanpera’ _Evans+6.6s 


SS20 Felgueiras 2 (5.54 miles) Rovanpera5m54.7s Rovanpera’ = Evans+9.0s 


SS21 Fafe 2 (powerstage) (6.95 miles) Rovanpera6m28.2s Rovanpera’ = Evans+15.2s 
DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 Rovanpera 106; 2 Neuville 60; 3 Katsuta 
38;4Tanak37; 5 Evans 36; 6 Breen 34; 7 Loeb 


27;8Greensmith 20; 9 Ogier 19; 10 Sordo19. 


Rovanpera holds 


RED BULL 


a commanding 
points lead 


a lottery,” he added. “There are so 

many sharp stones everywhere. 
“When the puncture alarm went 

off, | didn’t believe it. | was so careful 

here and | even carried on like for 

a kilometre, thinking that maybe 

it’s a false alarm. But | realised 

unfortunately it was a real puncture.” 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 Toyota GazooRacing WRT 175;2 Hyundai 
Shell Mobis WRT 116; 3 M-Sport Ford WRT 
94; 4 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT NG42. 


NEXT REPORT 


RALLY SARDINIA 
9 JUNE ISSUE 
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LAUSITZRING (DEU) 
ROUND 2/8 


Sheldon van der Linde was in devastating 
form at the Lausitzring last weekend. He 
controlled both DTM races for BMW to 
become the first double winner of 2022, 
and seized the series lead for good measure. 
On a banner weekend for his Schubert 
Motorsport squad, which also swept the 
ADAC GT Masters races at the Red Bull 
Ring, the South African’s M4 GT3 was the 
class of the field. His dream weekend only 
came under any threat on the final lap of 
race two, when a closing Maro Engel’s 
GruppeM Mercedes came up 0.3478 short. 
Van der Linde had qualified second for the 


Mercedes man Engel was 
runner-up in second race 
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opening race behind Lucas Auer’s Winward 
Mercedes, but immediately surged ahead at 
the start as the field charged into the slightly 
banked Turn 1 left-hander. Auer settled into 
second ahead of HRT Mercedes pair Luca 
Stolz and Arjun Maini, while Felipe Fraga 
demoted third-starter Engel to sixth. 

The order remained the same until Auer 
kicked off the pitstops on lap seven. But 
instead of gaining ground, the Austrian lost 
out to Stolz, while van der Linde remained 
ahead after covering the pair one lap later. 

A brief rain shower momentarily threatened 
to aid those who’d delayed their first stops, 
chiefly Nick Cassidy and Marco Wittmann, 
but it didn’t have much effect and Stolz 
never got close enough to consider 
challenging the leading BMW. “He had 
those extra two tenths more,” reckoned 


Stolz. “He was just in a league on his own,” 
added third-placed Auer. Maini was a 
comfortable fourth, ahead of Engel and 
pre-event championship leader Mirko 
Bortolotti’s Grasser Lamborghini. 

Sixth represented a strong damage- 
limitation drive for the Italian, who from 
ninth on the grid had been shuffled out of 
the top 10 amid the cut and thrust of the 
opening lap. He’d also benefited from a 
‘healthy’ attrition rate, with Ricardo Feller 
(Abt Audi) and Fraga (AF Corse Ferrari) both 
denied likely points finishes by punctures. 

Bortolotti was in aggressive mood at the 
start of race two, for which van der Linde 
nabbed pole. As the BMW scampered away, 
Bortolotti attempted to go three-wide into 
Turn 1 on the outside of Engel and Rene Rast 
— the Abt Audi squad’s three-time champion 
was back on form with a “completely 
different” set-up philosophy after struggling 
to eighth in race one — before darting up 
the inside of Engel into Turn 2. There was 
contact as both dived for the apex; Engel had 
to take to the grass, skipping Turn 3, and 
rejoined right in front of Bortolotti, whose 
loss of momentum allowed Rast through. 

With 25kg of ballast on board courtesy 
of his race-one success, van der Linde said 
he was “massively worried” about tyre wear, 
but continued to manage his gap back to 
Engel following their stops on laps nine and 
eight respectively. Only in the last five laps 
did the BMW out front begin to struggle, 
but Engel reckoned any last-lap move 
“definitely wouldn’t have been on without 


| 
f 7 Rast took first podium 


of DTM comeback 


Ye WS) - 


Fan 


contact” so banked the points instead. 

“The whole race honestly I was driving 
in my rear-view mirrors,” said the relieved 
van der Linde. “I think Maro would have 
wished for two more laps, but I would 
have wished for two less...” 

Rast claimed the first podium of his DTM 
comeback in third, and van der Linde’s 
team-mate Philipp Eng made the most of an 
early stop to finish fourth, holding off Nico 
Muller (Team Rosberg Audi) and a frustrated 
Bortolotti. Cassidy briefly made it a four-way 
scrap for fourth, but two punctures forced 
him to the pits on a tough day for the 
AF Corse Ferrari squad, after a qualifying 
fire meant Fraga was unable to start. 

Van der Linde will attempt to make it 
three in a row next month at Imola, where 
he’ll again be carrying 25kg. To this, Rast 
interjected: “It should be 50, you won 
yesterday and today!” Engel readily agreed... 

The winner’s older brother Kelvin had a 
weekend to forget. He qualified mid-pack for 
both races, and his Abt Audi retired from 
the opener after a first-lap trip through the 
gravel resulted in a vibration. After running 
long in race two, hoping forlornly for a safety 
car, he came in again to switch back onto 
his starting tyres to save a set for Imola. 
JAMES NEWBOLD 


NEXT REPORT 


IMOLA 
23 JUNE ISSUE 
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ROUND 2/8, LAUSITZRING (DEU), 21-22 MAY RACE 1 (36 LAPS - 102.921 MILES) 


TEAM/CAR 


Sheldon van der Linde (zaF) Schubert Motorsport / BMW M4GT3 


POS DRIVER 
1 
2 Luca Stolz (peu) 
3 Lucas Auer (AUT) 
4 Arjun Maini (ino) 
5  MaroEngel peu) 
6 Mirko Bortolotti (ita) 
7  LaurensVanthoor (BEL) 
8 Rene Rast (Dev) 
9 Nick Cassidy (Nz1) 
10 Maximilian Gotz (Dev) 
11 Maximilian Buhk (Dev) 
12 Esteban Muth (B£L) 
13 Nicki Thiim (onk) 
14 Rolf Ineichen (cHE) 
15 Marius Zug (Dev) 
16 DevGore (usa) 
17 Clemens Schmid (au) 
18 EsmeeHawkey (cer) 
19 Alessio Deledda (ita) 
R_ Thomas Preining (auT) 
R_ NicoMuller (cHE) 
R__ Dennis Olsen (Nor) 
R  MikaelGrenier (can) 
R= MarcoWittmann (Dev) 
R David Schumacher (Dev) 
R_ Felipe Fraga (BRA) 
R_ Ricardo Feller (che) 
R_ Kelvinvan der Linde (zr) 
R_ Philipp Eng (aut) 


HRT /Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 

Winward Racing /Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 

HRT / Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 

GruppeM Racing / Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 

GRT Grasser Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 
SSR Performance / Porsche 911 GT3-R 

Abt Sportsline /AudiR8LMS Evoll 

AF Corse / Ferrari488 GT3 Evo 

Winward Racing / Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 

Mucke Motorsport / Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 
Walkenhorst Motorsport / BMW M4 GT3 

T3 Motorsport/ Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 

GRT Grasser Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 
Attempto Racing/AudiR8LMS Evoll 

Team Rosberg / Audi R8LMS Evoll 

GRT Grasser Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 
T3 Motorsport/ Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 

GRT Grasser Racing / Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo 
Team Bernhard / Porsche 911 GT3-R 

Team Rosberg/ Audi R8LMS Evoll 

SSR Performance / Porsche 911 GT3-R 

GruppeM Racing / Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 
Walkenhorst Motorsport / BMW M4 GT3 

Winward Racing / Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 

AF Corse / Ferrari 488 GT3 Evo 

Abt Sportsline /AudiR8 LMS Evoll 

Abt Sportsline /AudiR8LMS Evoll 


Schubert Motorsport / BMW M4 GT3 


TIME 

56m48.270s 
+3.590s 

+5.4275 

+7.752s 

+9.142s 

+13.654s 
+17.5775S 
+19.056s 
+19.303s 
+21.425s 
+22.949s 
+34.430s 
+37.064s 
+38.253s 
+41.256s 
+49,.533s 
+49.820s 
+1m20.599s 
-llap 

29 laps-puncture 
26 laps-vibrations 
25 laps-damage 
25 laps-electronics 
25 laps-wheel 

23 laps-brakes 

22 laps-puncture/damage 
15 laps-puncture 
14laps-vibration 


11laps-wishbone 


Winner’s average speed 108.711mph. Fastest lap S van der Linde 1m32.565s, 111.188mph. 


QUALIFYING 11 Auer 1m30.654s; 2 Svan der Linde 1m30.679s;3 Engel 1m30.721s; 4 Stolz 1m30.864s; 5 Fraga 
1m30.971s;6 Maini 1m30.987s; 7 Eng 1m31.118s;8 Feller 1m31.147s; 9 Bortolotti 1m31.147s; 10 Rast 1m31.148s; 
110lsen 1m31.159s; 12 Cassidy 1m31.172s; 13 Gotz 1M31.184s; 14 Muller 1m31.302s; 15 Grenier 1m31.304s; 

16 Wittmann 1m31.397s; 17 Buhk 1m31.461s; 18 Kvan der Linde 1m31.528s; 19 Preining 1mM31.540s; 20 Muth 
1m31.575s;21 Vanthoor 1m31.666s; 22 Thiim 1m31.799s; 23 Gore 1M31.806s; 24 Zug 1m31.812s; 25 Ineichen 
1m32.220s; 26 Schmid 1m32.483s; 27 Schumacher 1m31.437s*; 28 Hawkey 1m33.252s; 29 Deledda 1m34.366s. “grid pen. 


RACE 2 (36 LAPS- 102.921 MILES) 
1S van der Linde 56m42.296s; 2 Engel +0.347s; 3 Rast +1.817s; 4Eng+6.907s;5 Muller +7.338s; 6 Bortolotti+7.682s; 
7 Feller+14.572s; 8 Auer+14.872s; 9 Vanthoor+15.426s; 10 Wittmann +16.236s; 11 Olsen +16.732s; 12 Stolz+21.836s; 
13 Maini+23.874s; 14 Schumacher +27.503s; 15 Gotz+27.748s; 16 Ineichen +29.537s; 17 Gore +29.981s; 18 Muth 
+31.285s; 19 Hawkey +1m14.562s; 20 Kvan der Linde +1m18.639s; 21 Deledda-1 lap; 22 Buhk 34 laps-DNF; 

23 Cassidy 32 laps-DNF; R Zug 29 laps-puncture; R Schmid 23 laps-tyre pressure; R Thiim 7 laps-lost drive; 


R Preining 3 laps-damage; R Grenier 0 laps-puncture; NS Fragarfire. 


Winner’s average speed 108.902mph. Fastest lap Engel 1m32.085s, 111.767mph. 


QUALIFYING 21Svander Linde 1m30.998s; 2 Rast 1m31.106s; 3 Engel 1m31.152s; 4 Bortolotti 1m31.159s;5 Feller 
1m31.174s;6 Muller 1m31.229s; 7 Cassidy 1M31.284s; 8 Stolz 1m31.336s; 9 Auer 1M31.361s; 10 Schumacher 1m31.361s; 
11 Eng 1m31.376s; 12 Wittmann 1m31.391s; 13 Olsen 1m31.409s; 14 Maini1m31.443s; 15 Kvan der Linde 1m31.451s; 

16 Grenier 1m31.487s; 17 Vanthoor 1m31.510s; 18 Preining 1m31.512s; 19 Gotz 1m31.568s; 20 Muth 1m31.599s; 

21 Buhk 1m31.702s; 22 Thiim 1m31.837s; 23 Ineichen 1m31.973s; 24 Schmid 1m32.111s;25 Gore 1m32.447s; 

26 Zug 1m32.448s; 27 Deledda 1m33.442s; 28 Hawkey 1m34.051s; 29 Fraga notime. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Svan der Linde 66; 2 Bortolotti51; 3 Auer 48; 4 Muller 38; 5 Stolz 37; 6 Engel 33; 7 Rast 21; 
8 Fraga 20; 9 Kvan der Linde 20; 10 Vanthoor 18. 
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Drugovich’s hair was 
not as controlled 
as his driving 
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Dominant Drugovich does double in Spain 


FIA FORMULA 2 
BARCELONA (ESP) 
21-22 MAY 
ROUND 4/14 


Felipe Drugovich endured one of “the 


most difficult years of my career” in 2021, 


his second in Formula 2, on his way to 
eighth in the points with Virtuosi. The 
remedy for the Brazilian was a return to 
MP Motorsport, the team with which he 
won three races as an F2 rookie in 2020. 
Four rounds into this season and he’s 
already equalled that tally. Following his 


first win of the year in Jeddah, Drugovich 


became the first driver since the series’ 
renaming as F2 to take a weekend clean 
sweep when he doubled up at Barcelona. 
Making his feat even more impressive, 
in the feature race anyway, was that he’d 


Doohan grabbed pole, 
™ and finished second 


Tae 
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qualified down in 10th. That might have 
been perfect for the reversed-grid sprint 
on Saturday, for which the top 10 are 
inverted, but his chances here were 
damaged thanks to a three-place grid 
penalty for impeding pre-weekend 
series leader Theo Pourchaire in 

the closing minutes of qualifying. 

Not that it bothered him. Drugovich 
made light work of taking the lead from 
fourth on the grid, albeit boosted by 
poleman Calan Williams failing to get off 
the grid for the formation lap and getting 
pushed to the pitlane, and headed Ayumu 
Iwasa all the way to win by two seconds. 

From 1oth on the grid, Drugovich was 
up to seventh on the opening lap of the 
feature race, while Virtuosi-run poleman 
Jack Doohan held the early lead. He was 
up to fifth on lap three, thanks to two cars 
ahead being eliminated from contention. 
Jehan Daruvala was running fifth, and best 
placed of those on the alternate strategy 
of running the hard Pirelli tyre in the 
first stint, when an electronics problem 
suddenly slowed him out of Turn 5. The 
unfortunate Iwasa had nowhere to go and 
the DAMS machine clipped the back of the 
Prema Racing car. While Daruvala parked 
on the track at Turn 6 to trigger a safety 
car, Iwasa pitted for a new front wing. 

Racing resumed on lap seven, and 
third-placed Juri Vips was among the first 
to pit for the hard-compound tyres, only 
for the Hitech driver to suffer a slow stop 


due to a problem with his front-left wheel. 

Drugovich went a remarkable 17 laps 
on his soft tyres — six more than Doohan, 
who said he felt he could have waited 
longer — and rejoined in a net third place 
behind the Australian and ART Grand 
Prix’s Frederik Vesti ahead of him. The 
inevitable was merely sped up when the 
leading trio caught up the yet-to-stop 
drivers who’d started on hard rubber; 
Vesti was delayed by Dennis Hauger, and 
Drugovich passed both simultaneously. 
Then, with 11 laps to go, he swept past 
Doohan for the lead into Turn 1. 

Doohan and Vesti both took their 
maiden F2 podiums, with Carlin’s Logan 
Sargeant holding onto fourth at the finish. 
Only just though: Drugovich’s team-mate 
Clement Novalak was the best of those 
finishing on soft tyres, and had caught 
the American by the finish line. 

It was a good weekend for Sargeant, who 
claimed his maiden F2 podium on Saturday 
with third behind Drugovich and Iwasa in 
the sprint race. Vips, who took part in his 
first Formula 1 FP1 session on Friday for 
Red Bull, had been challenging Daruvala 
for fifth when he ended up in the gravel 
at Turn 4, ending his race and prompting 
a safety car. As early fourth man Jake 
Hughes faded, Daruvala took that position 
with Pourchaire fifth. Pourchaire followed 
that with eighth on Sunday and is now 
26 points behind Drugovich. 

MEGAN WHITE 


Martins from 
zero to hero 
once again 


FIA FORMULA 3 
BARCELONA (ESP) 
21-22 MAY 
ROUND 3/9 


It was a weekend of ups and downs for 
Victor Martins at Barcelona, not for the first 
time this season. Just as he did in Bahrain’s 
opening round, the Frenchman bounced 
back from a disastrous sprint race to 
dominate the main event. This time, 

the ART Grand Prix driver was forced 

out early on Saturday with a car failure, 

but redemption came quickly with a stellar 
display in Sunday’s race. From second 

on the grid he took the lead into the first 
corner, before controlling the pace to take 
the chequered flag 2.4 seconds ahead of 
Trident-run polesitter and Imola feature 
race winner Roman Stanek. 

Martins was pulling out a handy advantage 
on Stanek when the safety car made its first 
appearance, thanks to contact between Kush 
Maini and Rafael Villagomez at Turn 12 
forcing the Mexican to bounce across the 
gravel and into the barrier. Martins wasted 
no time getting himself out of DRS range 
of Stanek, only for a second outing for 
the safety car. This was triggered by Brad 
Benavides hitting the barriers at Turn 2, 
the Carlin driver telling engineers over the 
radio he had suffered a mechanical issue. 

Martins set about repeating his earlier 
feat, once again building up a solid lead once 
racing resumed with 10 laps remaining before 
taking victory ahead of Stanek and Hitech 
GP’s Isack Hadjar. Now past the “confusion” 
he felt he had suffered in the opening two 
rounds of the season, the victory has 
returned the Frenchman to the top of the 
drivers’ standings, six points clear of Stanek. 
“Second win of the year — this one feels 
good after yesterday with the issue,” said 
Martins. “It’s good to bounce back with 
a victory. I had a mega car. I was just 
managing the race and we took the win.” 


_ Crawford takes off after ~~ . < 
lead bid hits the kerbs > op 


Alexander Smolyar took fourth for MP 
Motorsport, ahead of Prema Racing pair 
Ollie Bearman and Jak Crawford, who 
sits third in the drivers’ standings. 

Crawford played a more prominent role 
in the Saturday race, in which David Vidales 
took his first F3 victory from reversed-grid 
pole in front of his and the Campos Racing 
squad’s compatriot crowd. 

Crawford started this race from third, but 
made it past front-row starter Juan Manuel 
Correa into second position on lap five and 
then chipped away at the gap to Vidales. 
The Texan made his move to the outside 
of Turn 1, but went wide over the sausage 
kerbs. For the remainder of the race he 
never got so close again, and that allowed 
Vidales to build a 1.3s lead by the finish. 

Martins was running ninth in the early 
stages of this race before slowing and 
trundling back to the pits to retire. 

Caio Collet completed the podium for 
MP Motorsport. The Brazilian started fifth 
before passing Kaylen Frederick (Hitech) for 
fourth on lap 13, then he swooped past the 
ART car of Correa on the main straight just 
three laps from the end of the race. Correa 
lost a further place to Arthur Leclerc. 
MEGAN WHITE 


FIA FORMULA 2 

BARCELONA (ESP) 

Races 1&2 Felipe Drugovich 
MP Motorsport 


FIA FORMULA 3 
BARCELONA (ESP) 
Race 1 David Vidales 
Campos Racing 
Race 2 Victor Martins 
ART Grand Prix 


SUPER FORMULA LIGHTS 
AUTOPOLIS (JPN) 
Races 1 &3 lori Kimura 

B-Max Racing (Dallara-Spiess) 
Race 2 Kakunoshin Ohta 

Toda Racing (Dallara-Spiess) 


ADAC GT MASTERS 
RED BULL RING (AUT) 
Races 1 &2 Ben Green/Niklas Krutten 
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Schubert Motorsport (BMW M4 GT3) 


TCR EUROPE 
PAUL RICARD (FRA) 
Race 1 Tom Coronel 
Comtoyou Racing (Audi RS3 LMS) 
Race 2 Viktor Davidovski 
Comtoyou Racing (Audi RS3 LMS) 


NASCAR ALL-STAR 

TEXAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY (USA) 
Ryan Blaney (below) 

Team Penske (Ford Mustang) 
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BARCELONA (ESP) 
ROUND 2/8 


Jamie Chadwick stamped her authority on 
the W Series title fight with a dominant 
lights-to-flag victory at Barcelona. 

She had to fight off multiple threats for 
her double win at the Miami opener, but 
this time Chadwick had things her own way. 
She started off with the all-important pole 
position at Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, 
secured on Friday night as the ideal present 


on her 24th birthday. Then, in extremely 
hot conditions on Saturday, Chadwick 
bolted clear of the pack at the start, as 
flatmates Alice Powell and Abbi Pulling kept 
their battle cooperative not to lose touch 
with the two-time W Series champion. 

Pulling led the Chadwick chase by 
getting better acceleration from third on 
the grid to overtake Powell, while Emma 
Kimilainen pulled off the same move 
to take fourth from Beitske Visser. 

But Chadwick had the measure of her 
rivals, even in the switch to the Toyota 
Racing Series FT60 cars used for the 


BINGHAM 
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Spanish and Japanese rounds to streamline 
series logistics, to comfortably keep a gap 
on Pulling throughout the race as pace was 
limited by tyre wear in hot temperatures. 
Chadwick maintained her advantage to 
the finish for a commanding victory, her 
ninth career W Series win and fifth ina 
row counting back to last season, to take a 
37-point lead over Pulling in the standings. 
Pulling and Powell completed an all-Brit 
podium, with Kimilainen and Visser next. 
The only non-finisher was Chloe Chambers, 
who spun off at Turn 9 on the final lap. 


Hirakawa undercuts into title contention 


AUTOPOLIS (JPN) 
ROUND 3/7 


Ryo Hirakawa scored his second win of 
the Super Formula season from eighth 
on the grid at Autopolis to slash Tomoki 
Nojiri’s championship lead. 

Reigning champion Nojiri had appeared 
well set to extend his 19-point advantage 
after he bagged a third consecutive pole, 
the first driver to do so in Japan’s top 


Second win of the 
~ season for Hirakawa 
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single-seater series since Tsugio Matsuda in 


2008. But the race, held in perfect weather 
in stark contrast to last year’s washout, 
proved an entirely different story, and Nojiri 
didn’t have the pace to contend for victory. 
After a chaotic start featuring two 
quickfire safety car periods (caused 
by crashes for Toshiki Oyu and Kamui 
Kobayashi respectively), Nojiri led initially 
from Tadasuke Makino and Hirakawa, who 
made up five places on the opening lap to 
run third. Dandelion Racing’s Makino soon 
fell prey to the Team Impul car of Hirakawa 


and was the first of the leaders to stop 

as soon as the pit window opened on 

lap 10 of 42. Five laps later, Team Mugen 
driver Nojiri pulled the trigger for 

his mandatory stop but, instead of 
responding immediately, Hirakawa stayed 
out in clean air until lap 20, and easily 
overcut Nojiri to resume in a net lead. 

Such was Nojiri’s lack of pace that 
he would slip behind two more late- 
stoppers, Kondo Racing’s Sacha Fenestraz 
(who scored his best-ever Super Formula 
finish in second) and impressive Team 
Goh rookie Atsushi Miyake. 

Ritomo Miyata was fifth for TOM’S, 
having slipped from second to fourth at 
the start and then got stuck behind Nojiri 
for the whole of his second stint, while 
Makino was sixth. Nojiri now holds a 
slender lead of seven points over Hirakawa, 
with Fenestraz up to third, 32 points back. 


0 motorsport.tv 
Relive this race at Motorsport.tv 
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Waters stems the flow of van Gisbergen wins 


AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 
WINTON (AUS) 

21-22 MAY 

ROUND 5/13 


Cam Waters and Shane van Gisbergen 
staged three tense, and at times thrilling, 
showdowns across the Winton 
SuperSprint weekend. The pair were 
inseparable, locking out the front row 
for all three races before finishing 

first and second each time. 

The first of the three races was a 
genuine thriller. Waters led early after 
beating van Gisbergen off the line, 
before the Tickford Ford driver had to 
defend his lead after the stops due to 
an attempted undercut strategy from the 
Kiwi. Waters spent the last 10 laps with 
the Triple Eight Holden glued to his 
bumper, before van Gisbergen made his 
play for the win at the very last corner. 
Waters wasn’t giving up the lead easily, 
though, the pair making contact that 
broke van Gisbergen’s front-left steering 
arm before they crossed the line, 

Waters ahead by just 0.4 seconds. 


Goethe has a 
gulf to the rest 
with Mansell 


EUROFORMULA OPEN 
PAUL RICARD (FRA) 
21-22 MAY 

ROUND 3/9 


Euroformula’s two title protagonists were 
the stars of the show as they showcased 
the dominance of the Motopark team. 

British-based Australian Christian 
Mansell, driving for the Japanese-branded 
but Motopark-run CryptoTower Racing 
Team, topped qualifying by 0.095 seconds 
over championship leader Oliver Goethe, 
with the highest-placed non-Motopark 
car almost a second slower in fifth. 

A better launch from Goethe meant the 
top two swapped places at the start of race 
one, and Mansell then dropped to 11th when 
he was spun by Van Amersfoort Racing’s 
Sebastian Ogaard at the opening corner. 
This freed Goethe to take an unopposed 
victory ahead of CyptoTower’s Vlad Lomko 
and VAR’s Filip Ugran, while Mansell went 
on a stunning recovery drive. His team- 
mate Josh Mason posed the greatest 
resistance as he worked his way back up 
the order, and when he came across Ogaard 


Waters’ Tickford Ford 
leads van Gisbergen 


> 


In Sunday’s opener the pair went at 
it again, Waters leading in the first stint 
before van Gisbergen gave the undercut 
another try. This time it worked, van 
Gisbergen duping Waters at Turn 3 as 
he slid down the inside. Once in front the 
Triple Eight Holden was too fast and van 
Gisbergen streaked to a five-second win, 
the biggest margin of the weekend by far. 
Sunday’s finale was much like Saturday’s 


Goethe leads 
the EFO pack 
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again he slipped down his inside at the 
last corner to take fourth place. 
Early in race two Mansell had a spat with 
another VAR driver, Nicola Marinangeli, 
as they disputed the lead. Once he secured 
first place it was then Goethe who had to 
try passing the Italian, and Mansell used 
that time to build a small lead. The pace of 
Goethe once in second was as immense as 
Mansell’s race-one charge, and he hunted 
down his rival for a last-lap victory fight. 
Mansell held on to win, but then had 
no answer to Goethe in race three, where 
he was led home by 9.321 seconds. 
IDA WOOD 
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opener except van Gisbergen tried an 
overcut on early leader Waters. It may 
have worked had he not opted for three 
tyres at his stop, which gave him better 
grip for the second stint but cost him 
track position. Again he was able to 
close up on Waters in the closing laps 
but failed to find a way through, and 
Waters held on for a second victory. 
ANDREW VAN LEEUWEN 


W SERIES 
BARCELONA (ESP) 
Jamie Chadwick 


SUPER FORMULA 
AUTOPOLIS (JPN) 

Ryo Hirakawa 

Team Impul (Dallara-Toyota) 


AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 

WINTON (AUS) 

Races 1 & 3 Cam Waters 

Tickford Racing (Ford Mustang) 

Race 2 Shane van Gisbergen 
Triple Eight Racing 
(Holden Commodore ZB) 


EUROFORMULA OPEN 
PAUL RICARD (FRA) 
Races 1 &3 Oliver Goethe 
Motopark (Dallara-Spiess) 
Race 2 Christian Mansell 
CryptoTower (Dallara-Spiess) 


INTERNATIONAL GT OPEN 

PAUL RICARD (FRA) 

Races 1 & 2 Joe Osborne/Nick Moss 
Optimum Motorsport 
(McLaren 720S GT3) 
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INDY 500 PREVIEW 


And now things 
get Serious... 


There was plenty of drama as Scott Dixon topped Indy 500 qualifying at 


a record speed, but the Kiwi knows that the real work is just beginning 


DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


fter the thrill of seeing Scott Dixon nail a record- 
breaking lap to take his fifth Indianapolis 500 pole 
A position, it’s time for the main business to begin. 
If that sounds like it’s trivialising the efforts of all 

the teams last week, it isn’t: the thing is, it’s almost 
like the battle for pole position is a whole separate event in itself, 
1) because the cars are so radically different — minimal downforce 
and 1.5-bar turbo boost instead of the race day 1.3-bar — and 
2) because the 500 itself dwarfs every other race on the schedule, 
let alone the fight to lead the 11 rows of three to the green flag. 
It’s hugely important for a couple of days, but is swiftly subsumed 
by the focus on the race. If you’re served an entree that tastes 
like garbage, you don’t leave the restaurant talking about the 
delicious hors d’oeuvre. 

Or as Dixon put it after his stunning 234.046mph four-lap 
average for pole: “Step one. Doesn’t guarantee you anything. 
Pumps you up for at least this week. Hopefully we’re this happy 
come next Sunday as well, and one of us is lucky enough to be 
drinking milk. Then that’s job well done. It’s some bragging 
rights for a few days, but that’s all this means, man.” 

Whoever crosses the line first this Sunday can expect to hear 
a roar from up to 300,000 people. With the disappearance of the 
COVID-19 regulations — zero crowd in 2020, 40% crowd in 2021 
— Penske Entertainment is expecting the Speedway’s biggest crowd 
since the capacity 100th running of the 500 back in 2016. Those 
who have not attended IMS since Roger Penske took over the track 
and the IndyCar Series at the start of 2020 may not notice the neat 
(and expensive) upgrades. It’s amazing what a lick of paint, fresh 
turf, new asphalt and smoother operational procedures can do. 

What fans will notice is the Indy 500’s capacity to astound 
with the uncertainty that hangs over the outcome of the race. 
Until Pole Day, we expected a Chevrolet driver to take Pi and 
maybe the Bowtie would even lock out the front row of the 
grid. Then Honda took the first two slots thanks to Dixon 
and Alex Palou, and four of the top six spots. 

“We feel like the competition [Chevy] has definitely brought 
some speed this year,” says Dixon, and not just here at the 


Speedway, but at the road courses, too... It looked like yesterday that 


they were pretty even, actually, and today I think the others have 
caught up a little bit to what we had last year and the year before. 

“You know what it comes down to now is raceability and how 
the cars are. I think the Ganassi cars are strong, but so are these 
guys [Ed Carpenter Racing]. The Penskes are very strong. The 
Andrettis through portions of the day looked very strong. 

“It’s tight, man. The competition is just so damn tough in 
IndyCar right now.” 

It is, but some of the expected tougher opposition shot itself in 
the foot in qualifying and have given themselves some excessive 
work to do, over and above the mental strain of running a 500. 

Romain Grosjean is the only one of the Andretti Autosport 
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drivers starting inside the top 20 and the team looks somewhat 
flaky in race trim. Scott McLaughlin’s third of the Penske team 
made a bad tactical call on day one of qualifying and dumped the 
sophomore down to 26th on the grid. Two of Rahal Letterman 
Lanigan Racing’s cars are starting from the back row... 

“Tt’s not like we have no chance,” said one disgruntled driver 
who will start from the final third of the field. “If that was true, 
why would we put ourselves through this, right? But we need 
a ton of things to go our way. 

“When was the last time the 500’s running order got totally 
turned on its head because of a caution period that totally suits the 
guys who went off-strategy early on? It just doesn’t happen as often 
as you think. And if you go off-strategy, you actually need more 
than one caution at the perfect time to make the race fall your way. 

“So if you don’t want to take that risk of pitting way early, then 
you’ve got to do your passes on track and in the pitlane, and that 
isn’t happening — not from where we are. Maybe if it was the 
Indy 700! It would be nice to do what [Simon] Pagenaud did last 
year [26th on grid to third] but I doubt our car is that good.” 

That being the case, look to the first five rows for the winner. 
Bearing in mind the weather forecast for Sunday is 86F and the 
Speedway’s track surface — coated in penetrant last autumn and 
therefore darker than ever — has become more sensitive to changes 
in ambient conditions, it should favour the more experienced 
drivers with long-standing and/or strong rapports with experienced 
race engineers who know exactly how to fine-tune a car for difficult 
or changing conditions, and who have super-swift pitcrews. 

We'll go for a Dixon-Rinus VeeKay-Will Power top three. 4 


Palou, Johnson, Dixon, " 
Ganassi, Kanaan and Ericsson j | Petes 
look strong for Sunday 
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INDY 500 PREVIEW 


Seven things to watch 
in the 106th Indy 500 


DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


motorsport 
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Can Dixon scratch his 14-year itch? 


Because of Scott Dixon’s constant prominence 
in the IndyCar Series and his excellence at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, many find it 
hard to fathom that it’s been so long since the 
41-year-old New Zealander drank the milk, 
but facts are facts and fate is fickle. 

Take last year, for example. Helio 
Castroneves and Meyer Shank Racing 
shouldn’t take this ill, nor should Ed Carpenter 
Racing whose drivers led 72 laps, but many 
onlookers believe Dixon would have walked 
last year’s race. His car had looked so good in 
traffic throughout practice, he took pole, and 
then was happy to run in the wake of a couple 
of other cars to save fuel. It seemed only a 
matter of time before he surged to the front. 
Then, of course, the pitlane closed due toa 
crash at its entrance, just when Dixon needed 
to make his first pitstop, and by the time the #9 
had trickled into its pitbox with a fuel-starved 
engine, and it had been coaxed back to life, 
he was a lap down. Oh, and he was restarting 
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from the rear of the field as a penalty for 
service in a closed pit. He came home 17th. 

Those are the kinds of things that can 
happen to even the strongest driver/car 
combination so it would be foolish to 
suggest Dixon’s got it made on Sunday. 
What we can say with absolute certainty 
is that the generic Ganassi set-up for Indy 
is very, very strong in 2022. 

By getting four of its five cars into the top 
six in qualifying, Chip’s squad has lessened 
the chances of its drivers getting bottled up 
behind significantly slower cars and therefore 
hurting their tyres in dirty air. But even more 
significant is how settled the cars look in 
practice. All week long, when asked who 
looked strongest out on track, drivers from 
rival teams would roll their eyes and cite 
Ganassi as the team to beat. The cars looked 
settled in traffic, they were quick when running 
solo and in a pack, and they weren’t burning 
up their Firestones to do it. 


“Yeah, we had really strong cars in traffic 
conditions,” said last year’s Indy runner-up and 
IndyCar champion Alex Palou. “I was actually 
happier with my car in race trim than | was 
at the beginning on qualifying trim... 

“But it’s a long race. | remember last year 
| was almost nowhere in the first two [stints], 
and then at the end we were up there. You 
need to nail everything, every single lap. The 
strategy, every single pass, every pitstop. The 
target is to get through the first pitstop and 
then the second and then until the end and try 
to be in the first two places for the last stint. 
We'll try and do everything we can to get us 
in that position.” 

Palou is an incredibly complete driver 
already, prone to exceeding expectations but, 
if track conditions get difficult, the safer money 
would surely be on veterans such as full-time 
team-mate Dixon or maybe even Indy-only 
team-mate Tony Kanaan to have that edge 
in confidence to exploit the cars’ superiority. 


INDY 500 PREVIEW 


Helio’s drive for five is barely alive... 


...at least for this year. Yes, Castroneves’ 
string of victories in American classics - 

2021 Daytona 24 Hours, 2021 Indy 500, 2022 
Daytona 24 Hours - seems about to end. 

Not only has he ended up 27th on the grid for 
this Sunday’s race, the Meyer Shank Racing 
Dallara-Hondas have just not looked strong. 

Team-mate Simon Pagenaud will roll off 
from a more representative 16th, and of course 
qualifying pace doesn’t necessarily equate 
to race pace. But the MSR cars - like their 
technical half-sisters from Andretti Autosport 
- have just been kinda average on the speed 
charts in race trim, too. Certainly Pagenaud 
and race engineer Garrett Mothersead haven’t 
yet developed the near-perfect set-ups that 
he and Ben Bretzman regularly produced at 
Team Penske, while Castroneves - a match 
for Pagenaud in race set-up - is coming 
from 11 places further back. 

In Helio’s favour is that Shank’s team will 
likely go for a highly ambitious strategy that 
could spring its four-time Indy winner to 
the front. But despite his vast experience, 
it’s doubtful he can stay there. 


Sato: Coyne's best hope yet for Indy glory 


There would be tears aplenty were Takuma 
Sato to deliver an Indy 500 triumph to Dale 
Coyne’s little team from Plainfield, IL. Both 
Sato and Coyne, each with six IndyCar wins to 
their name, admit they were drawn together 


TH] 


for 2022 because both recognised the other’s 
potential at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. DCR 
regularly builds very fast cars for IMS, and Sato 
is a proven two-time winner - the first time 

a driver of such status has raced for Coyne. 


And with a night-follows-day predictability, 
Sato’s Coyne with RWR Dallara-Honda was 
second quickest in April’s test and topped the 
practice times on three days last week. OK, 
that was in the tow of other cars but, come 
the race, that’s where 32 cars will be... 

His qualifying pace on his first run suggested 
he was 10th fastest in low-downforce trim, but 
a brain-fart meant he stayed out on track 
instead of reverting to the deceleration lane, 
he hampered Marco Andretti’s warm-up lap, 
and thus had his times invalidated. When 
he next got a chance to set a time, it was the 
heat of the day, and he bounced his car off the 
Turn 2 SAFER barrier on his way to a time that 
saw him graduate to the Top 12 battle. The 
wall encounter damaged his car’s floor and 
that is possibly what held him back to a 
10th-place grid position, but maybe not. 

It matters little - Taku should have a strong 
race set-up and, while his two Indy wins came 
from a top-four qualifying position, he knows 
how to progress through the pack. His 
infamous try and fail on Dario Franchitti on 
the last lap in 2012 came after charging from 
19th on the grid, while in 2019 he started 14th, 
got dumped outside the top 20 by a bad 
pitstop, but came back to finish third. 
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INDY 500 PREVIEW 


Rookie class - as difficult to call as the overall winner 


The battle for Indy 500 Rookie of the Year 


should be a gripper. Three of them are lined up 
between positions nine and 13 on the grid and 
you could make strong cases for each of this 
trio. Through practice, Andretti Autosport’s 
Romain Grosjean (below) has, frankly, looked 
alarming at times when traveling in a crocodile 
of cars. It’s as if, spasmodically, he drove into 
the turns as deep and hard when following five 
cars as he should when following two, taking 


little account of that much more dirty air, 


that much less downforce. But despite this, 


Grosjean is yet to tag the SAFER barriers 
because he has strong enough sensory 
perception and fast enough hands to deal 


ABBOTT 


with 225mph-plus transitions from understeer 
to oversteer. That could serve him well as the 


track becomes slick in Sunday’s (forecast) heat. 


But don’t discount NASCAR legend Jimmie 
Johnson, who has truly earned much of 
the attention he has drawn. He thumped 
the wall side-on during his first Fast Friday 
run, returned to the track to deliver avery 
composed run of four laps that got him into 
the Fast 12, and then survived a wonderful if 
heart-stopping dirt-track slide in Turn 1 on his 
qualifying run on Sunday. Of course that killed 
his four-lap average, but from 12th on the grid 
he can definitely match the sixth he achieved 
in his first oval IndyCar race at Texas in March. 


Starting just one grid slot behind him is Dale 
Coyne’s other car, driven by 2021 Indy Lights 
runner-up David Malukas. One might have 
questioned his composure after a couple of 
shunts in the early rounds of the IndyCar 
season but, under Coyne’s tutelage and 
Takuma Sato’s advice, Malukas is learning 
fast how to deal with high-stress situations. 

Should all three hit trouble on race day 
- and maybe even if they don’t - Callum llott 
can crack the top dozen and contend for 
RotY honours. He’s being advised by 2014 
Indy winner and much-missed 2012 IndyCar 
champion Ryan Hunter-Reay, and is starting 
19th, ahead of some much ‘bigger’ names 
in the sport. This is a credit to both him and 
the Juncos Hollinger Racing team, the only 
full-time squad to run only one car in 2022. 

Kyle Kirkwood is the most promising 
open-wheel driver America has produced in 
years but, from 28th on the grid, the AJ Foyt 
Racing driver will likely need a chancy strategy 
to go extremely well to finish in the top 15. 

It’s worth remembering, too, that the 
500’s RotY award doesn’t necessarily go to 
the newbie with the best finish. It’s decided by 
various judges, including officials and media. 


McLaren's first Indy 500 win since 1976 is a possibility 


Pato O’Ward is one of the best drivers in 
IndyCar and, whenever his confidence is 
running at 100%, so is Felix Rosenqvist. 
Which means the Arrow McLaren SP team 
should be in contention to win, providing 
the fresh engines that will be fitted to all 
33 cars in time for the race see Chevrolet 
looking strong again at the 1.3-bar boost 
setting of the twin BorgWarner turbos. 

The cars of the AMSP full-time pair 
looked composed in race trim, able to 
run very close to competitors without 
dropping back due to turbulence. In 
fact, in this regard they were probably the 
next best team after Ganassi. And O’Ward 
(right) is much more than the spunky 
one-dimensional fast-handed boxer so 
often portrayed in the media: he knows 
when to hold ’em and when to fold ’em, 
which is why he’s finished Indy in the 
top six for the past two years. 

Rosenavist (on left of bottom pic) is 
arguably even smoother on the wheel 
than his team-mate, but subconsciously 
may be hampered by the need to get 
his season back on track. 
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INDY 500 PREVIEW 


Can Carpenter finally get it done? 


24 7 


25 


There are a great many local fans who would 
love to see three-time Indy polesitter Ed 


Carpenter (below) finally bring it home and, 26 

from fourth on the grid, the 2018 runner-up 27 

should have a strong chance. Said locals will 28 

also be open-minded enough to celebrate og 2 3 

for Carpenter as a team-owner if front-row 30 

starter Rinus VeeKay delivers the goods. ; 
The one worry over ECR is that its race 31° = 

set-ups, traditionally, have almost required 32 3 U 


them to run up front: in traffic they’ve looked 
uncomfortable, with a grand appetite for front 
tyres. But if push came to shove in a final-stint 
fight, both Carpenter and VeeKay have the 
bravery to go wheel-to-wheel with anyone. 


33 25 


ABBOTT 


Er... what about Penske? 


After the 2021 qualifying disaster, Team 
Penske has looked a whole heap better this 
year, if not outright pacesetters. Due to a 
tactical blunder in qualifying that resulted 

in 26th, poor Scott McLaughlin can probably 
be discounted from contending for victory 
in his second attempt at the 500, although 

a top-10 is still on the cards. 

The 2018 winner Will Power starts 11th and 
Josef Newgarden 14th, both surrounded by 
wild things and rookies on the grid, but as 
long as they survive the lap-one chaos and 
the Chevy is as strong as we expect, both 
can move up to fight over a top-three spot. 

Whether it’s Chevrolet thump or a set-up 
that Power (right) and race engineer Dave 
Faustino have developed, the #12 has looked 
very strong out of Turn 4, gaining time on 
those ahead, and only being passed down the 
front straight when Willy P has cooperated 
by airing the throttle. Newgarden can never 
be written out of the equation at any track 
because... well, because he’s irrepressible. 
And, crucially in a race involving five-six 
stops, both have fantastic pitcrews. Don’t 
bet against either of these champs. 


NEXT WEEK 


2 JUNE ISSUE 


All the action from America’s 
greatest motor race 
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TAKING OFF WITH 
NO WINGS 


Peugeot went radical with the initial plan for its Le Mans Hypercar project, 


and then stuck to its guns. Here’s how things are shaping up a few 
weeks before the debut of the 9X8 


GARY WATKINS 


PEUGEOT’S LE MANS HYPERCAR 


eugeot made a big splash back in July 2021 
when it revealed the initial images of the 

car that will take it back to the pinnacle of 
sportscar racing for the first time since 2011. 
And the cynics argued that showing a car 
without a conventional rear wing was an 
attempt to achieve just that. It would never race like that, 
they shouted. Ten months on, the new 9X8 Le Mans 
Hypercar that will carry Peugeot’s hopes in the World 
Endurance Championship has been launched, is close to 
being homologated, has a date set for its debut in July... 
and there’s no rear wing. 

The definitive 9X8 unveiled at the Algarve circuit 
near Portimao last week looks pretty similar to last year’s 
show car. The avant-garde aerodynamic concept remains 
unchanged, even if there are tweaks that we can see, and 
presumably others we can’t. The look of the real thing 
is instantly recognisable from the concept. The full-size 
mock-up wasn’t some kind of stylistic show car. The 
bodywork was based on the aero programme of the 
9X8 as it stood a few months before July last year. 

Peugeot has been telling us all along that the concept 
works subject to validation on track. It said that before 
and after it began testing at the start of this year. “Conceptually, 
so far so good,” said Olivier Jansonnie, technical director of the 
9X8 programme at Peugeot Sport, at Paul Ricard back in February. 
“Tf the question is if we have had any issues with the concept, 
the answer is no. That doesn’t mean there aren’t any issues; 
we’re just saying that we haven’t found any yet.” 

Jansonnie and his team have been able to do away with the 
need for a rear wing courtesy of a set of regulations that are 
less prescriptive than anything that has gone before, not just 
in sportscar racing but in motorsport as a whole. Rather than 
telling designers what they can and can’t do, they have to 
hit targets for downforce and drag. Essentially the car has 
to fit inside an aerodynamic window set out in the rules. 

‘ . , They have been given more freedom to achieve what are 
>. - ———2 Re’ relatively modest targets in comparison with the numbers 
is achieved in LMP1. The giant flat-bottom mandated in P1 is a 


f a. 2 
Yles rR y | ) F |] ic = OT thing of the past, as are the strict rules on the size and height 


om of the rear diffuser. “We are given a lot of freedom on the floor 
that wasn’t available in LMP31,” says Jansonnie, “so we have just 
worked the floor completely differently.” 

Another building block of a design sans rear wing are the tyre 


“CONCEPTUALLY, SO FAR SO GOOD. 
WE’RE JUST SAYING THAT WE 
HAVEN’T FOUND ANY ISSUES YET” 


sizes allowed at the moment. The 9X8 is running the same 14-inch- 
wide tyres front and rear, one of two routes currently allowed in 

the regulations. The other, which will dictate the use of the 13.5in 
fronts and 15in rears supplied by Michelin, will be mandatory for all 
newly homologated cars from next season. “Michelin made it very 
clear that those tyres would work with a 50:50 weight distribution,” 
says Jansonnie. “With a weight distribution like that you move your 
aero balance forward and you can remove your rear wing. The whole 
thing was making sense. No rear wing, a forward aero and weight 
distribution and the wide front tyres work together.” 

The definitive 9X8 that will join the WEC at the Monza 6 Hours 
on 10 July is different to the concept of last year. The changes 
between then and now are largely to bring the car in line with the 
regulations. The height of the headlights is one example of this. An 
increase in the size of the dorsal fin running down the engine cover! 
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PEUGEOT’S LE MANS HYPERCAR 


Original 9X8 images 
last July had no rear 
wing. That won’t last... 


PEUGEOT 


and various kick-ups and flaps around the front and rear 
wheelarches are also linked to the rules. 

The fin is several centimetres higher, though significantly 
smaller than that of the Toyota. “We have to show that the car 
is stable in side winds and is not going to take off when there is 
some yaw in the car,” points out Jansonnie. “Every manufacturer 
has to demonstrate by simulation that his car is stable. That is 
what pushed us in the direction of increasing the size of the fin.” 

The changes around the wheelarches have been about bringing 
the design into the aerodynamic window as the aero programme 
progressed. “Not necessarily a performance development” is 
how Jansonnie describes them: “It is more about getting the 
car into the box.” 

The freedoms allowed by the LMH route are part of the reason 


why Peugeot Sport made the decision to return to sportscar racing 
and the Le Mans 24 Hours to try to repeat the successes of the 905 


3.5-litre Group C car of 1990-93, then two iterations of the 908 
turbodiesel LMP1 of 2007-11 — and why it stuck to that decision 
after LMDh, the alternative and cheaper LMP2-based route into 
the WEC, was announced just a couple of months after what has 
become the 9X8 programme was signed off in November 2019. 
It did examine changing tack, and admitted so publicly, but all 
the time was pushing on down its original route. 

“The reason was the freedom of design,” says Jean-Marc Finot, 
motorsport boss of Peugeot Sport and the wider Stellantis group 
created on the merger of parent company PSA and Fiat Chrysler 
in early 2021. “It was mandatory for us to have a car that 
incorporated the Peugeot design code, a car that is easily 
recognisable [as a Peugeot].” 

Just as important, says Finot, was the need for the race car to 


“IT WAS MANDATORY FOR US TO 
HAVE A CAR THAT INCORPORATED 
THE PEUGEOT DESIGN CODE” 


be some kind of laboratory for future road vehicles, with particular 


regard to the front-axle hybrid system and its battery developed 
in partnership with TotalEnergies. The rear-wheel energy retrieval 
set-up on an LMDh is a spec component, remember. “LMDh 
seems easy: you take a car off the shelf and throw in an internal 
combustion,” he says. “What kind of story can I tell to you, our 
customers, my board if I say Iam very proud of developing 
an internal combustion engine?” 

The sands of sportscar racing have shifted again since Peugeot 


went public on its decision to stick to the LMH route in September 
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Left to right: Peugeot chiefs Jansonnie, 
Linda Jackson and Finot; drivers Jensen, 
Rossiter, Menezes, Vergne, Duval, di Resta 


NICOLAS ZWICKEL/ PEUGEOT 


2020. In the middle of last year, the final piece of the jigsaw in the 
so-called convergence process was put in place across the WEC and 
the IMSA SportsCar Championship. Central to this was the shift of 
the deployment speed of a four-wheel-drive LMH car’s front-axle 
hybrid system from the technical regulations into the Balance of 
Performance. This explains the 190km/h (120mph) figure set for the 
Toyota in the opening two rounds of this year’s WEC, an increase 
from last year’s 120km/h (and 150km/h when on grooved rubber). 

This move is designed to mitigate the advantages of four-wheel 
drive. Peugeot, like Toyota, isn’t particularly happy about it, but has 
accepted it for the good of the championship. “It is what it is,” sighs 
Jansonnie. “I am not going to tell you we are very happy with this, 
but it is what we have to live with. We have to assume that we will 
be paid back by the quality of the championship in the next years.” 

The deployment speed, because it’s part of the BoP, can vary 
from track to track and, more pertinently, car to car. Jansonnie is 
expecting a significantly lower figure for the 9X8 than the Toyota 
GRo1o HYBRID, which has switched to 13.5in/5in Michelins for 
this season, based on simulation data shared by the manufacturers. 
The simple reason is that the car has less rear grip courtesy of its 
narrower tyres on that axle. 

The deployment speed for the Peugeot will not be made public 
until a week or so ahead of the Monza event, round four of the 
six-event 2022 WEC. The French manufacturer filed two entries for 
the series this year, without ever committing to a firm starting point. 

Its decision not to take the 9X8 to Le Mans this year should 
not be regarded as a delay; instead, a move that would also have 
involved racing at the Spa WEC round at the start of May would 
have represented an early debut for the car. Jansonnie points out 
that when Peugeot made the call in November 2019 to return to 
top-flight sportscar racing, the WEC looked very different. The 
series had just started its first season running to a format starting 
in the late summer or early autumn and climaxing at Le Mans, and 


Peugeot’s previous sportscar project 
was the 908, here in 2008 at Monza, 
where 9X8 makes its debut in July 


SUTTON 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


the French manufacturer committed to joining at the start of the 
2022-23 campaign. “We had a phase of the project when we really 
tried to be at Le Mans this year,” he says. “Then we came back 

to the original plan, and I think we made a good decision.” 

Bringing the homologation of the 9X8 forward, he says, would 
have “compromised the future of the car for the next years” Once 
the car is homologated, its specification is frozen for the life-cycle 
of the LMH formula, which at the moment means the end of 2025. 
Just five performance upgrades, known as ‘evo jokers} are permitted 
in that time and must be signed off by the rulemakers. 
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But Jansonnie explains that proving the reliability of 
the 9X8 and building the in-house team that will run 
the two cars were “the key points” over a test schedule 
that has so far run to approximately 25 days and 
10,000km. Ask him which areas of the cars have proved 
problematical, and he replies “all of them’; while stressing 
that testing threw up “no major flaws” with the concept 
of the car and its 2.6-litre twin-turbo V6 engine. “There 
are details that we have had to sort everywhere,” he says. 
“They are temporary weaknesses; hopefully we can solve 
this and be ready for Monza.” 

Had Peugeot made the decision to go to Le Mans, 
the team wouldn’t have been ready, says Jansonnie. It is 
largely a new operation based at the Stellantis motorsport 
HQ at Satory on the outskirts of Paris. Relatively few 
personnel remain from the days of the 908. “The team 
wouldn’t have been ready for Le Mans,” he explains, while 
pointing out that it would only have been a valuable 
learning process if the cars had gone deep into the race. 
“You need to compete at a proper level otherwise you 
are not learning much. If you are running for a couple of 
hours and you retire, there is no point, you learn nothing.” 

Peugeot isn’t making bold claims about what it’s going 
to achieve over its short WEC campaign this year. But it is saying 
that it will be doing everything possible to take the challenge to 
Toyota, Glickenhaus and Alpine. “Whatever happens we will play 
hard to try to win; probably we will not but at least we will have 
tried,” pledges Jansonnie. “We will try as hard as we can to race, and 
racing means being competitive. For how long in the race, we don’t 
know, but we will try for sure.” The team isn’t going to Monza “to be 
spectators” or to do “an extra test”, Jansonnie adds. He concedes that 
there is a lot still to learn as it looks ahead to next season and its bid 
to add to the Le Mans triumphs of the 905 and 908. -“# 
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Passionate About Motorsport 
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SYT650G 
Leaded E10 /Super Unleaded 
300 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 


SYT620EM 
E85 / Leaded E10 
340 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 
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CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport =| 
JOBS 


Motorsport Technician 
Red Bull Racing 


Scott Sport are looking for an experienced Motorsport 
Technician to join their expanding team. 


We can offer a permanent or part time position in a positive 
and performance oriented working environment with diverse 
tasks and a variety of racing cars. 


Key responsibilities: 


Responsible for the build and preparation of our cars to 
the required specification 

Ability to follow a restoration project from start to finish 
to a high standard 

Follow car build in methodical, consistent and strict rules 
while respecting agreed deadlines 

Report reliability issues and seek solutions with 
Engineering team 

Follow Engineering Technical and operational protocols 
and guidelines 

Being a key team member during pit stops where 
precision and pace is expected 

Ability to be self organised and motivated 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport D,HERNSHEAD 
JOBS V RECRUITMENT 


Vehicle Technician 
Hernshead Recruitment 


We need an enthusiastic and experienced whole vehicle 
technician to help assemble our production cars and assist 
with the development the next generation of our little 
prototypes. The day-to-day responsibilities: 


Assembly of Production cars, including sub assembly of 
components for stock and to aid the Production process 
Working with the wider project team to keep production 
on schedule, having an overall view of the assembly 
status of whole vehicles. 

You will be building some of the most iconic cars in history 
at reduced scale with an electric powertrain. 

Creation and maintenance of assembly process and 
sequencing 

Adhere to Build & Compliance Documentation 
Completion of Assembly & Inspection records 
Responsibility for the Quality of the work produced and 
carried out. 

Continually looking for opportunities to develop and make 
build process better, safer, more efficient. 

Assemble and support the build and testing of prototype 
vehicles. 

Preparation and Inspection of Fleet & Demonstration 
vehicles. 

Maintain a clean, professional, and safe working 
environment 

Provide training and support to members of the wider 
production team 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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Head of Mechanical Design 
KW Special Projects 


Our programmes require a diverse range of mechanical 

engineering skills; therefore, we are interested to hear from 
applicants who have a fundamental understanding and can 
demonstrate experience in the following key vehicle areas: 


¢ Suspension concept, design, kinematics & structural 
analysis 

¢ Powertrain systems integration and development —- ICE & 
Hybrid powertrain systems 


Engineering requirements: 


Leadership and unification of design methodology 
Collaboration with Aero/Studio/CAE to develop and 
achieve vehicle targets 

Developing design specifications to meet budget 
requirements in terms of time and cost 

Functional engineering to deliver vehicle attribute targets 
Identify, direct, and implement risk analysis (DFMEA) 
across vehicle platform 

Extensive use of Catia for concept and component 
detailing 

Lead DFM discussions with supplier network 
Responsible for all technical engineering drawing sign-off 
Definition of vehicle function static and dynamic testing 
requirements 

Lead execution of component & system testing 
Leadership of vehicle build process and servicing 
considerations 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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Racewear Sales Administrator 
Grand Prix Racewear 


Grand Prix Racewear is one of the countrys leading 
retailers of Motorsport Racewear and Raceparts based at 
Silverstone Circuit just outside Towcester Northants 


We are looking for a mature confident individual to join our 
sales and web team. Your role will include Showroom and 
telephone sales, stock control and processing web orders. 


You enjoy working as a team along with customer 
interaction both on the telephone and in our showroom. You 
enjoy working using your own initiative and have a warm 
friendly engaging manner with customers and other team 
members. 


A background or keen interest in Motorsport along with 
customer service or retail experience will be beneficial. 


Your skills would ideally include some experience of 
Sales,Stock,Word, Excel but full training will be offered to the 
right candidate. 


A good understanding or experience in Social media/ 
marketing would be an advantage. 


Any hands on experience working with parts or an 
engineering background would also be an advantage 
but not essential as the possibility of servicing race car 
extinguishers and assembly of Goodridge fluid transfer 
hoses may be an option in the future. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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Graduate Trackside Engineer Senior Motorsport Mechanic 


Pirelli Podium Place 


Join us ina fantastic opportunity to design & manufacture 
a vehicle, based in Newburys’ favourite automotive 
destination. 


Pirelli Motorsport has an excellent opportunity for a 
talented graduate to be part of our highly successful 
internship program, where full training and support will be 
given to allow you to fulfil your potential. The successful 
candidate will become an integral member of the Pirelli 
Motorsport team; you will be involved in most aspects of 
tyre engineering, providing professional trackside support 
service in respect to a variety of motorsport events. You will 
work both in Didcot, Oxfordshire and at race events in the 
UK and abroad. Role responsibilities: 


Position available for an experienced motorsport 
fabricator. 

Must be able to work individually on initiative and as part 
of a team. 

Must have good problem-solving skills 

Must have TIG (both DC and AQ) skills as well as Mig 
welding. 


To analyse and interpret race data on behalf of Pirelli 
and your allocated motorsport team(s) with the aim of 
promoting continuous improvement in the brand 

To produce clear, factual, analytical reports in a timely 
manner 

To be acutely aware of the need for accuracy and 
resilience in a fast-paced and highly pressurised 
environment 


Experience in fabricating structural components such as 
roll cages and suspension arms. 

Experience in aluminium fabrication such as cooling 
system components, inlet manifolds etc.. 

Must be capable of working from Jigs and technical 
drawings. 

Experience in sheet metalwork and automotive body 
repair 


To work as an effective team member in relation to the 
Engineering team 

To take initiative and solve problems through statistical 
analysis and regular liaison and discussion with 
colleagues, line managers and race team representatives 
To identify and undertake training and development 
activities, improving your knowledge and skills to fulfil 
your potential, as part of this highly successful internship 
program. 


Competitive salary based on experience - £32,000- 
£38,000 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Red Bull Racing are inviting candidates to apply for this 
exciting opportunity within our Machine Shop Department. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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Staff Writer 


Formula One 


Machinist Apprentice 
Red Bull Racing 


To ensure we are reaching and maintaining these elite-level 
standards both on and off the track, we are seeking an 
ambitious Staff Writer to join our in-house editorial team 
working on the Formula 1 website. The role: The work is demanding, and the pace of development 

is so fast your feet will barely touch the ground, but job 
satisfaction really doesn’t get any better than the winning 
feeling of making a real contribution to deliver World 
Championship winning cars year on year. You will be required 
to commit to learning the skills and knowledge required to 
operate within the different disciplines of our Machine Shop 
Department. 


Responsible for sourcing, researching and writing stories 
to deadline for F1.com, including news, race and session 
reports, video articles and features 

Occasional travel to testing/races to carry out writing 
duties as a representative of Formulal.com 

Taking ownership of key editorial feature pillars 

Writing editorial to support key business objectives 
Sub-editing and publishing other writers’ copy 

Carrying out basic editing of artwork/photography for 
editorial use ¢ Asa Machinist Apprentice within a fast-moving 
Fact-checking and providing editorial assistance to other environment of diverse technical challenges you will learn 
departments within F1 (e.g. marketing, communications) to read and interpret technical engineering drawings 
when required making use of CAD/CAM systems in place, understand 
Using analytics tools to review and seek improvements to data and documentation used to be able to manufacture 
written content, to help make our output more engaging low-volume precision components for our formula 1 cars. 
for fans These will be made from a wide variety of materials on the 
Curating homepage/hubs when required, ensuring a latest cutting-edge CNC machinery in our state of the art 
strong editorial angle and variety of content Machine Shop. 

Contributing ideas, treatments and formats for editorial You will develop a good range of machining skills, as well 
content, both written and video as learn to operate the relevant inspection equipment to 
Assisting with script writing and QC-ing when required by measure the components accurately. 

video team Adhere to and maintain standard operating procedures 
At track, occasional video work, including post-session for machine processes and other operations. 

interviews Contribute to our Continuous Improvement activities 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Key responsibilities: 
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On-the-road winners Gounon/ 
Loggie have their victory back 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB 


motorsport 


IMAGES 


RAM wins appeal and 
retakes Oulton victory 


The result of British GT’s second 
Oulton Park race has been finalised 
after RAM Racing’s appeal was upheld 
by the National Court last week. 

RAM Racing pair Ian Loggie and Jules 
Gounon won the race on the road after a 
red flag during the pitstop cycle meant the 
contest was restarted in the pre-pitstop 
order. But they were classified fifth when 
officials elected to add the crew’s seven- 
second pitstop success penalty — having 
finished second in race one — to their race 
time, a point RAM immediately protested. 
Third on the road Kelvin Fletcher and 
Martin Plowman were credited with 


victory for Paddock Motorsport as a result. 


After its protest was rejected by the 


No more Oulton joy for 
Fletcher and Plowman 
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championship stewards, RAM served 
notice of its intention to appeal, which 
was upheld in court. Shaun Balfe and 
Adam Carroll are therefore elevated from 
sixth to second after their 10s success 
penalty for winning race one was also 


annulled, with Fletcher and Plowman third. 


Meanwhile, in GT'4, the decision to 
annul the race-two success penalties 
means the Steller Performance Audi of 
Richard Williams and Sennan Fielding 
that finished first on the road is credited 
with victory, after dropping to third. 

As the Oulton result remained 
provisional pending the appeal outcome, 
the championship was unable to apply 
in-race success penalties during the 
Silverstone round, instead waiting for 
the court’s verdict. It had also decided 
not to award any championship points 
while the results remained provisional. 

Only one position changes in the 
Silverstone result due to the retrospective 
application of success penalties, with 
Williams/Fielding dropping from second 
to third in GT4 behind the Ross Wylie/ 
Matt Graham Valluga Porsche. 

Success penalties will again be enforced 
from this weekend’s Donington Park round 
as British GT expressed confidence “the 
regulation has been tightened” following 
the unforeseen circumstances of Oulton. 


CAROLINE OUT, 
DE PAUW IN FOR 
DONINGTON PARK 


Jamie Caroline has been 
replaced in RAM Racing’s 
British GT line-up by Ulysse 
de Pauw for this weekend’s 
event at Donington Park. 

Caroline, GT4 champion in 
2.020, finished 10th alongside 
John Ferguson in one of RAM’s 
Mercedes-AMG GT3s in the 
Oulton Park opener before 
crashing out of race two. The 
duo were then on course for 
a stronger result at Silverstone 
earlier this month, despite 
a penalty for a short pitstop, 
before Caroline retired the car 
deeming it unsafe. But the team 
decided it was fine to continue 
and Ferguson got back aboard. 

Following what RAM 
described as a “difference 
in opinion over how best to 
move forward”, Caroline has 
now been replaced by de Pauw. 

“The season had been going 
well up until this point and 
people can see my pace has been 
good enough to compete with 
factory drivers, such as Jules 
Gounon and Jonny Adam,” said 
Caroline. “It’s a shame me and 
the team had the Silverstone 
misunderstanding, where I 
thought they wanted to retire 
the car after I deemed the 
vibration too extreme to 
continue safely. 

“Tn hindsight, I should’ve 
stayed out as I didn’t expect 
that to be what caused the 
end of my time with RAM but, 
when you're driving a car that 
fast and that expensive, I didn’t 
want to risk further damage. 

“T’m thankful for the 
opportunity, it’s just a shame 
we weren’t able to maximise it. 
I was just starting to get to grips 
with the AMG GT3 and I feel 
there was a lot more to come. 
I’d like to thank WS [sponsor] 
for their support at this time.” 

Caroline says he is now in 
talks about returning to the 
category. In the meantime, his 
place has been taken by former 
BRDC British Formula 3 racer de 
Pauw, who was victorious in the 
GT World Challenge Europe at 
Brands Hatch driving a Ferrari. 
HEN LICKORISKH 
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Famous McRae ©. 
name to return 


to BRC stages 


RALLYING 


The McRae family dynasty is to grace the 
British Rally Championship once again, 
with Max McRae set to contest the 
Nicky Grist Stages round in July. 

McRae, the son of former World Rally 
Championship star Alister and nephew of 
the late 1995 WRC champion Colin, is set 
to travel from his Australian home to 
Europe to contest 
a quartet of rally 
events, with the last 
a debut in the BRC. 

The 17-year-old, 
who has been 
competing in the 
Australian Rally 
Championship this 
year, is expected to 
drive either a Ford 
Fiesta Rally3 or 
Rally4 specification 
car at the Nicky Grist Stages, which is the 
third round of the BRC on 9 July. The rally, 
formerly know as the Quinton Stages, but 
now renamed after Colin McRae’s co-driver, 
is based in Builth Wells, Wales, and features 
famous forest gravel stages. 

McRae will become the fourth member of 
the famous rallying family to compete in 
the BRC. Grandfather Jimmy is a five-time 
series champion, while Colin lifted the title 
in 1991 and 1992 before Alister clinched the 


Richards takes Pau FJunior wins 


HISTORICS 


Briton Clive Richards scored 
a Formula Junior double in 


Goodwin started his 22 
slowly on Saturday, leaving 
past Caterham champion 
Richards and Mark Shaw 


1995 crown. 

The event will 
follow outings at the 
Donegal International 
Rally round of the 
Irish Tarmac Rally Championship, the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed, and the McRae 
Rally Challenge at Knockhill in July. The Fife 
track will play host to Max taking on Alister 
and Jimmy to establish the fastest McRae. 

“T’ve grown up listening to my dad’s 
stories about Donegal and I just can’t 
wait to get over there and have a go for 
myself,” said McRae Jr. “I’ve watched 
some of the onboards on YouTube 
and the stages look amazing! 


was third ahead of 
Roberto Tonetti and 


Richard Wilson (BT 6s). 
A delighted Robin Lackford 


“Tt’s the same for the Nicky Grist. I feel 
like I’ve already been on some of those roads 
from the stories and the videos. I did get the 
chance to go test some of Uncle Colin’s old 
cars in Walter’s Arena, part of the Rheola 
stage, in 2019, so I’ve got some idea of 
how good the Nicky Grist is going to be. 

“And then there’s Knockhill. This is 
going to be crazy, competing against my 
dad and my gramps for the first time. The 
whole McRae Rally Challenge is going to 
be special. To be around people, like family 
and friends from around the world, will 
make this an unforgettable weekend — 
even more so if I beat the old boys.” 

TOM HOWARD 


the ex-Tommy Reid Lotus 22 
as Laurent Vallery-Masson’s 
HVM organisation brought 
the Pau Classic Grand Prix 
back to life last weekend. 

As clouds obscured the 
Pyrenees, trapping sweltering 
heat, a Lotus victory was 
appropriate since Jim Clark 
and Team Lotus dominated 
period Fi and F2 Pau GPs, 
winning on the streets four 
times from 1961-65. 

McLaren GT racer Chris 
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(Brabham BT6) disputing the 
lead. Goodwin caught them, 
but passing is difficult at Pau 
and, after a brief safety car, 
Richards earned the chequer. 
Richards and the 
shadowing Goodwin both 
broke Richard Bradley’s 
lap record on Sunday, and 
only when Richards lapped 
Gianluigi Candiani’s Branca 
into the final chicane was 
victory assured. Shaw, 
nursing a failing engine, 


(Elva-BMC 100) topped 
Saturday’s front-engined 
podium, but order was 
restored on Sunday after 
Ray Mallock’s team changed 
his U2 Mk2’s Ford motor, 
Mallock having not raced 
at Pau for 40 years! History 
was made with a Triumph- 
engined FJ taking a top three 
class position, Richard 
Bishop-Miller’s Canadian 
Autosport third in B2. 
Meanwhile, British Merlyn 


Lotus racer Richards won 


at Pau Classic Grand Prix 


Mk20 racers Callum Grant 
and Rory Smith each beat the 
other to outright victory in 
the Challenge Formula Ford 
Historique France races. 
MARCUS PYE 
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Treble triumph for Turiccki as 
Pickups return to Mallory oval 


CMMC 


George Turiccki claimed a hat-trick of 
wins as the Pickup Trucks returned to 
the Mallory Park oval last weekend for 
their only outing on the circuit this year. 
Turiccki passed early leader Michael 
Smith midway through the first contest 
before defeating Allen Cooper by just 0.156 
seconds in race two. While Turiccki 
eventually pulled clear in the finale, this 
race featured a thrilling battle for second. 
Dale Gent just beat Cooper by 0.029s, 
but second to 11th were split by just 4.5s 
in a race without safety-car intervention. 
Meanwhile, Metro Cup honours were 
shared on the conventional Mallory circuit 
at the Classic and Modern Motorsport 


Turiccki (left) battles 
his way to the head 
of Pickups field 


Peter Dalkin 
1940-2022 


OBITUARY 


The passing of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne’s 
Peter Dalkin has robbed the north-east 
motoring scene of one of its best-loved 
personalities, but his legacy lives on in 
the Wingrove Motor Company his 
grandfather founded in 1925. 

Dalkin joined WMC in 1962, where 
his passion for engine tuning led to 
him establishing Perdal Developments, 
which turned over £3000 per month 
with worldwide orders by the late 1960s. 
Apprentices included future racers Jeff 
Wilson and Keith Bowmaker, and the 
Perdal name appeared on the Ford 
Escort V8 they raced. 

Like his father, a 1950s Monte Carlo Rally 
competitor, Dalkin was a successful rally 
driver, campaigning Citroens (a shortened 


Club-organised event. Mike Williams won 
the red-flagged opener, while Mark Eales 
and Dick Trevett also tasted success. 

Honours were also shared in the Tin 
Tops with Chris Bassett’s Peugeot 306 
and Dave Hutchins’s Honda Civic both 
victorious, while Malcolm Blackman 
(Vauxhall Tigra) and Daniel Smith 
(Mercedes SLK) grabbed an Intermarque 
Silhouette win apiece. 

There was a double 500cc Formula 3 
triumph for Tom Waterfield and his 
Cooper Mkog, just pipping the Mk1o of 
Alex Wilson in the shortened second race. 
Adrian Bradley (BMW M3) was another 
to bag two wins in the Super Saloons, 
profiting from Rod Birley’s retirement 
from the lead of the opener. 


RACHEL BOURNE 


Dalkin had a passion 


DS, GSs and Visas) on RACs in the 1970s. 
His ultimate adventure was competing on 
the Paris-Dakar in 1980. Classic rallying 
followed with a Jaguar C-type. 

Dalkin was among 2CV Cross pioneers 
in the 1970s, leading a team of colleagues 
around Britain and Europe. With son 
Lindsay, daughter Louise and David 
O’Keeffe, he also won the 1991 2CV 24 
Hours race at Mondello Park. He later 
enjoyed rallycross and grasstrack racing, 
sponsoring events and competitors. 
MARCUS PYE 


IN THE HEADLINES 


VALOUR TO BE SHOWN IN GB4 


Successful Radical and GT squad 
Valour Racing is moving into 
single-seaters for the first time, after 
buying two cars to enter the GB4 
races at Donington Park this 
weekend. No drivers had been 
confirmed for the team’s first 
open-wheel foray when Autosport 
closed for press on Tuesday. 


WILLIAMS RAGES GINETTA 


Former Historic Formula 1 racer Mark 
Williams debuted a newly acquired 
1965-spec Ginetta G4R in Saturday’s 
GT & Sports Car Cup season opener 
at Oulton Park, but mechanical 
failure forced retirement after two 
laps. “The car came from France and 
I’ve only had it a week, so this is a 
test session,” said Williams, a GTSCC 
frontrunner at Castle Combe in his 
AC Cobra. “It’s set up for billiard table 
smooth Magny-Cours, not here.” 


BRYAN ECCLES 1932-2022 


Bryan Eccles, who was narrowly 
beaten to the 1967 British Hillclimb 
Championship by Tony Marsh, has 
died aged 89. Eccles’s speed event 
sideline started in the late 1950s but, 
armed with a Brabham BT18, 1967 
was his most successful season and 
he rarely finished outside the top 
three. He earned a point more than 
Marsh, but missed out by four as 
competitors could count only eight 
scores. Eccles later returned to action 
in 1976. Sadly, an excursion from 
Wiscombe Park’s Castle Straight cost 
him a leg, but didn’t slow him down! 


PLAINS SAILING FOR EDWARDS 
Matt Edwards took his Fiat 131 
(below) to a second win of the British 
Historic Rally Championship season 
on Saturday’s Plains Rally. The 
current British Rally champion and 
his co-driver Hamish Campbell took 
control of the historic rally from the 
start and built a one-minute winning 
margin across 10 fast and dusty 
special stages in North Wales. Third 
place in the historic event puts Henri 
Grehan into the BHRC points lead. 
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Over 60 cars 
enter special 
MGB 60 race 


EQUIPE CLASSIC RACING 


More than 60 cars have now entered Equipe 
Classic Racing’s special MGB 60 celebration 


race at Silverstone next month. 

The 40-minute one or two-driver 
pitstop race on the Grand Prix layout 
on 11 June will commemorate the car’s 
6oth birthday, and currently 62 FIA-spec 
MGBs have signed up. But organisers are 
still accepting further entries in a bid to 
ensure that 60 cars are able to start the 
contest — in the case of post-qualifying 
drop-outs — and will refund the entries 
of any reserves who are unable to race. 

“We’re really looking forward to it,” 
said Equipe partner John Pearson. “We’ve 
got some great cars there — we’ve got 
a lot of cars with period racing history, 
such as Barry Sidery-Smith’s old Le Mans 
car [raced by Paddy Hopkirk and Andrew 
Hedges], coming out. It’s great to have 
the cream of MGB racers on the grid. 


MICK WALKER 


“We’re running it at the end of the 
afternoon and go straight from the race 
into a celebration party with a live band. 
Everyone who has entered an Equipe race 
that weekend will get a lunch and dinner.” 

It is believed that the race will mark 
the largest-ever grid of MGBs and Pearson 
says the amount of interest is testament 
to the car’s enduring popularity. 
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view them as the most smiles per pound 
you can have in historic racing,” Pearson 
added. “They’re easy to drive, they perform 
well and are reasonably cheap to run.” 

The Silverstone meeting will also mark 
the debut of Equipe’s latest new series, 
Equipe 70s. A wide variety of cars is set 
to compete in the inaugural race, including 
Porsches, Ferraris, Ford Capris and Escorts. 


“T’ve raced them for 16 years and people 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


Largest Slicks Series grid for Donington GT round 


STEVE JONES 


ANGELO, CAN WE 6b 1D 
THE 200 Topay PLEASE ? 


CSCC 


The Classic Sports Car 
Club’s Slicks Series is set 
to feature its largest grid 
yet when it appears at 
this weekend’s British GT 
round at Donington Park. 

A total of 38 entries 
had been received for the 
category — which features 
a diverse range of cars all 
running on slick or racing 
wet tyres — when Autosport 
closed for press. 


The series was 
launched during the 
heavily shortened 2020 
season but CSCC director 
David Smitheram believes 
the Slicks Series is now 
beginning to demonstrate 


its full potential. 
“We’re thrilled — we 
launched it in the COVID 


year but people have now 
realised there’s a place they 
can race a GT car on slicks 
that costs three figures 

and not four,’ he said. “In 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


particular, it’s interesting 
the number of [older] Aston 
GT4s — people are finding 
that they’re no longer 
competitive in GT racing 
but, with us, they still are.” 
Aside from the Aston 
contingent, another 
notable entry is the Mosler 
of Morgan and Marcus 
Short — sons of former 
Le Mans racer Martin — 
with it being Marcus’s 
first outing in the car. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 
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Official mistakes 


The judgement of those in race control was once again called 
into question with two recent near-misses at Brands Hatch 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


here is no escaping the fact that being aclerk of 
the course is often athankless task. Whether 
T that is as Formula1 race director or officiating 

at the smallest of club events, it’s impossible to 

please everyone and, inevitably, someone is left 
disgruntled. But the role of the clerk of the course is a vital one 
to enable race meetings to run successfully, safely and fairly, 
albeit one where any error is in the spotlight. 

“You’re building a piece of IKEA furniture under pressure, 
against the clock, ina shop window where everyone can see 
what you’re doing,” says British Racing & Sports Car Club 
chairman Peter Daly, also an international clerk of the course. 

It’s afantastic analogy for the challenge that clerks, and other 
officials, face — there is simply no hiding from any mistakes 
made when split-second decisions are taken. And that’s 
especially the case when the race you are overseeing is in 
front of a large trackside crowd and is being broadcast live 
onone of the main terrestrial channels. 

That is what happened earlier this month at the Brands Hatch 
British Touring Car fixture when there were two blunders during 
the third Ginetta GT4 Supercup race. The first was the inability — 
whether from the marshals who report to race control or the clerk 
themselves — to respond toa car off at Surtees. This was a race held 
in tricky wet conditions featuring very powerful machines. Given 


“You're building IKEA furniture 
under pressure, against the 
clock, in a shop window” 


Sam Callahan’s car went off on the second lap and was not exactly 
along way from the track, it was somewhat surprising that the 
safety car was not instantly called. In fact, it was not until the 13th 
tour, after anear-miss when the battling leaders came across a 
backmarker heading into that part of the track, that the safety car 
was finally deployed. But Callahan’s machine had not suddenly 
become unsafe; it had been in a potentially dangerous position all 
along. And it proved to be a quick job for the marshals to retrieve, 
not acomplicated recovery operation for a badly damaged car. 
Then, to compound matters, the restart was handled abysmally. 
For whatever reason, it had not been noted — or acted upon — 
that the pack had become split behind the safety car, thanks 
to Colin White slowly travelling around in his wounded G56. 
Therefore, when the pace car peeled in and leader James 


Kellett accelerated out of Clark Curve, he came across a gaggle of 
cars still travelling at slow speed on the pitstraight.“I don’t know 
what happened,” said Kellett afterwards.“You can’t overtake on 
a safety car restart until you cross the line, so I had to back off — 
noone hit me, but it was messy.’ Fortunately, Kellett and the 
other leaders avoided them, but it could have been an almighty 
accident given the speed differentials. 

Now, Autosport has written much about the standards of 
officials over the past year, but the nature of these latest errors 
once more raises some significant questions. The one that has 
been aired in some quarters is that, had a driver actedin sucha 
dangerous way, you would expect them to be handed a serious 
punishment, likely achunk of penalty points. So, if an official’s 
actions are also hazardous, what is the sanction for them? 

Let’s be clear, [donot advocate stripping officials of their 
licences for honest mistakes. That would have a chilling effect 
and be counterproductive, and would only serve to further 
dissuade the next generation from going on the journey to 
becomingaclerk.“The sport is based on volunteer officials 
giving up huge amounts of their time and there’s growing demand 
on clerks,” notes Daly.“When you look over the last five years, 
we’ve lost anumber of officials through retirement, through 
illness, and they bring a big chunk of experience.” 

But, despite those pressures, it does not mean that 
such bungling should go unnoticed or that incidents such as 
these should be swept under the carpet and forgotten about. 
Had a driver been injured after striking Callahan’s car or 
ploughing into one of the slow backmarkers at the restart, 
we would be looking at this all in a very different light. 

Aside from the most unforgiveable of errors, it does seem 
wrong to‘punish’clerks and perhaps more regular training 
shouldbe given instead, although we do not want to add extra 
bureaucracy to an already creaking system (note the length of 
time it took for the British GT Oulton Park race-two controversy 
to be resolved). Ultimately, the best way for officials to learnis on 
the job. We all know how unpredictable and bizarre motorsport 
can be at times and, the more experience those in race control 
have of encountering those varying situations, the better 
equipped they would be at dealing with them. 

Asinsomany scenarios, hindsight is a wonderful thing. And 
there is no doubt that processes should have been carried out 
differently in that GT4 Supercup race in Kent. Lessons must be 
learned and it is important that all clerks take note from the Brands 
near-misses — perhaps clerks should even more regularly review 
tricky incidents away from race meetings. After all, any way of 
giving them another tool when it comes to building that flat- 
packed furniture in the shop window has got to be welcomed. 
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Two wins anda 
second made it 
a strong weekend 


for Head 


Head on top after close Caterham contests 


SNETTERTON 
BRSCC 
21-22 MAY 


“Tt’s been a great weekend,” declared double 
Caterham Seven UK Championship race 
winner Aaron Head, who was only denied 
a hat-trick of Snetterton victories by the 
canny tactics of James Murphy. 

Murphy led the opener from the third 
lap and drove a calculated race to build a 
late gap that his rivals were unable to close. 
Starting 10th, Head made it to second after 
exchanging places with Henry Heaton 
several times while, from the back of the 


16-car grid, Jake Swann narrowly missed 
the podium by just 0.059 seconds. 

Swann and Head swapped the lead 
constantly in the second contest, with 
the former leading towards Brundle for 
the final time with Head on one side and 
Heaton on the other. Head came out ahead, 
with Lee Bristow claiming second after 
profiting from a clash between Swann and 
Heaton at the Bombhole. Head later won 
again at a canter as his rivals managed 
to knock themselves out of contention, 
leaving Swann to just pip Chris Moore 
to second by 0.034s at the finish. 

Taylor O’Flanagan was able to snatch 


Hybrid Tune retains C1 24 hours 


SILVERSTONE 
BRSCC 
20-22 MAY 


Hybrid Tune Motorsport successfully 
defended its Citroen C1 24 hours 
title, having led for a massive 307 
of the 440 laps of the Silverstone 
Grand Prix Circuit. 
David Meenan got the crew off to 
a flying start, before Stephen James, 
Sam Weller and Mark James took over. 
Despite having concerns over a wheel 
bearing for almost half of the race, 
Stephen James brought them to the 
flag a lap clear of Emax Motorsport’s 
James and Jake Little, who shared 
with Stuart Ratcliff and Max Finn. 
Emax were in the top three for 
most of the time too and finally shook 
off WRC Developments, which retained 
third, despite Toby Ward having to 
make a very late splash and dash. 
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Nick Beaumont looked to be heading 
for fourth with JWB, until a penalty after 
their final stop. They still held on to fifth, 
but it handed fourth back to Fake Taxi’s 
Ian Stinton, after they had been pushed 
into the gravel at Club and had also 
been penalised at a pitstop. 

BH/SCK Motorsport’s Josh Stanton 
completed the top six, after Fighting 
Torque’s Michael Russell had a rear hub 
problem, which dropped them to seventh. 

Mazda MX-5 Supercup championship 
leader Richard Amos fended off Sam 
Smith in the opening laps of race one. 
But, after Smith pitted and retired, Colin 
Bysouth closed in and made the decisive 
move into Village on lap nine of 12 to take 
his first win of the season. Amos retained 
a comfortable second, with John Langridge 
third, after his duel with Adam Bessell 
ended when the latter pulled off. 

Smith took charge of race two from the 
opening lap, with Amos again fending off 


an “incredible race victory” away from 
Philip Bianchi in the opening Caterham 
270R contest after the winner had fallen 
to fifth on the penultimate lap. O’Flanagan 
made it a double having broken away from 
the leading train two laps from the finish 
of race two, a gap that Hugo Bush and 
Domenique Mannsperger couldn’t close. 
A missed gearchange exiting Murrays 
for the final time cost Pete Walters victory 
in the first 310R battle and allowed James 
Wingfield to triumph. Walters wasn’t to 
be denied a second time and judged his 
exit from the final corner to perfection to 
steal the win from Harry George by 0.052s. 


aan 


is Winners led for im 


307 of the race’s 440 la ps 


Bysouth until lap five. Bysouth then 
closed in to challenge for the lead and 
was just 0.275 seconds adrift at the flag, 
with Patrick Fletcher a clear third. 

Fraser Fenwick had been the man to beat 
so far in the Mki MX-5s and managed to 
secure his fifth win of the year, despite the 
close attentions of Tom Smith. The lead 
duo managed to get away from a huge scrap 
for third, led for the most part by Seb 
Fisher. But Michael Knibbs managed to 
secure the place from Mike Comber and 
Steve Foden, as Fisher slipped to sixth. 


RICHARD STYLES 
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There was a Track Attack win apiece 


Lag 


No one could quite dislodge Geoff 
Newman from the lead of the opening 
Roadsport race despite the best efforts 
of Charlie Lower and Freddie Chiddicks. 
Chiddicks’s challenge for Newman’s 
lead in race two then faded when he got 
stuck in fourth gear two laps from home. 

Elsewhere, Thomas McEwing triumphed 
in the Caterham Academy White group 
while Ravi Patel survived a frantic race 
to win the Green battle. 

Away from the Caterham tussles, Lee 
Dendy-Sadler and Mikey Doble quickly 
demoted BMW Compact Cup poleman Ian 
Howes, with victory going to Doble after 
an early pass into Brundle. Doble remained 
undefeated in the sequel having made an 
early escape as Dendy-Sadler repelled 
Howes’ last-lap attack on his second place. 
Pole position for race three was squandered 
by Dendy-Sadler as Doble charged up from 
eighth to complete his hat-trick. 

The Honda Civic of Bradley Lane 


Hybrid Tune squad ‘ 
enjoyed more C1 success mS 


Comber had the early lead in race two, 
but had Fenwick in his wheeltracks from 
lap three, the race-one winner getting 
ahead three laps later. It became any one 
from four for the lead into the closing 
stages, with Comber snatching the win. 
Smith was second on the road after a 
penultimate-lap scuffle cost Foden the lead, 
but a post-race penalty dropped Smith to 
fourth, promoting both Foden and Fenwick. 

Declan McDonnell held off a race-long 
challenge from Matthew Fletcher to win 
the first of the MX-5 Clubman races, 
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dominated the opening combined ST/Civic 
Challenge encounter, while Michael 
Blackburn held off Sam Beckett to take 
the ST section. Lane’s only challenger in 
race two was Tate Taverner, whose grassy 
moment caused overheating and an end 

to his endeavours, as Blackburn again just 
held off Beckett for ST honours. Lane later 
strolled to a hat-trick, while Chris Grimes 
was victorious in the STs as Blackburn 
faded mid-race. 

David Clark was slow off the grid but, 
once the turbo of the Renault 5 kicked in, 
he powered his way to victory in the Track 
Attack race. However, he expired mid-way 
through the second encounter, allowing 
Robert Buckland’s Clio to take the spoils. 

The Bliss brothers dominated the opening 
CityCar Cup race, with the younger sibling 
Richard just having the advantage over 
Stuart, before Elliot Lettis was victorious 
in the shortened finale. 

LEWIS BEALES 


with little to split Harry Storer and 
Jon Pethick for third. McDonnell led 
again from the start of race two, but 
lost out to Fletcher on the penultimate 
tour, with Chris Dawkins just holding 
off Pethick for third. 

In the Clubsport Trophy, Jas Sapra’s 
BMW M3 was a comfortable winner 
from Liam Crilly’s Z4 Coupe, while 
Ricky Coomber’s Honda Civic FD2 
held off a last-lap challenge from Paul 
Taylor’s Civic Type R to retain third. 
PETER SCHERER 


SNETTERTON 
CATERHAM SEVEN UK 
Race 1 James Murphy 
Races 2 & 3 Aaron Head 


CATERHAM SEVEN 270R 
Races 1 & 2 Taylor O’Flanagan 


CATERHAM SEVEN 310R 
Race 1 James Wingfield 
Race 2 Pete Walters 


CATERHAM ROADSPORT 
Races 1 & 2 Geoff Newman 


CATERHAM ACADEMY 
White Group Thomas McEwing 
Green Group Ravi Patel 


BMW COMPACT CUP 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Mikey Doble (below) 


CIVIC CHALLENGE & ST-XR CHALLENGE 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Bradley Lane (Civic) 


TRACK ATTACK RACE CLUB 
Race 1 David Clark (Renault 5 GT Turbo) 
Race 2 Robert Buckland (Renault Clio) 


CITYCAR CUP 
Race 1 Richard Bliss (Toyota Aygo) 
Race 2 Elliot Lettis (Peugeot 107) 


SILVERSTONE 

CITROEN C1 24 HOURS 

Hybrid Tune Motorsport (David Meenan/ 
Stephen James/Sam Weller/Mark James) 


MAZDA MX-5 SUPERCUP 
Race 1 Colin Bysouth 
Race 2 Sam Smith 


MAZDA MX-5 
Race 1 Fraser Fenwick 
Race 2 Mike Comber (below) 


MAZDA MX-5 CLUBMAN 
Race 1 Declan McDonnell 
Race 2 Matthew Fletcher 


CLUBSPORT TROPHY 
Jas Sapra (BMW M3) 


For full results visit: tsl-timing.com 
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It was a double win for 


= Fowler, but he faced EP, 
= pressure from Prior - % ; 
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Fowler king of the MGB hive in 
jubilee year after Oulton battles 


OULTON PARK 

EQUIPE 

21 MAY 

A spectacular double for MGB GT V8 ace 
Neil Fowler — as opposed to his six-time 
Historic Formula Ford champion namesake 
— bookended Saturday’s entertaining Equipe 
Classic Racing Oulton Park event. As three 
savage flat-plane crank 420bhp Rover V8 
engines harmonised around the undulating 
Cheshire circuit, Fowler dug deep to stave 
off Ian Prior and Simon Cripps. 

With points leader James Wheeler, 
invincible at Brands Hatch and Castle 
Combe, racing his FIA-spec B at Pau in the 
French Pyrenees, a new 2022 BCV8 winner 
was guaranteed. Fowler bagged pole, but 
a moment with Prior in the opener enabled 
Cripps to growl past. Recovering quickly, 
the duo ambushed Cripps when he ran wide 
at Lodge. Prior’s 1m54.733s (84.46mph) 
fastest lap was impressive. Fowler grunted 
clear in the finale, but Prior blasted back 
to challenge before an issue forced him 
to slow, still clear of the troubled Cripps. 

The Class C fight was sensational. 


Chiles father and son 
Cobra team won GTSCC 


Outgunned by V8s at the start of race one, 
Andrew Young’s fleet primrose-hued MGC 
ran fifth initially, but he picked off Steve 
Wells, Ben Tovey and Jonnie Wheeler in 
rapid succession to chase Jim Bryan home. 
Young broke free from a five-car train 

in the sequel to win in his six-potter. 

Equipe GTS attracted a fine 35-car field 
for a 40-minute race, but poleman Mark 
Halstead’s TVR Grantura didn’t go as the 
lights changed and, miraculously avoided in 
the stampede, started last. Buoyed by his 
opportunistic Brands Indy win in March, 
Tom Smith shot his MG Motorsport B 
ahead, weathered a safety car and, other 
than in the pitstop sequence, stayed there. 

Smith’s momentum-conserving mastery 
of the Hislops/Knickerbrook section was 
a key to unlocking another MGB diamond 
jubilee year victory. Neil Fisher pursued 
strongly for second, beating Martin and 
Ollie Pratt’s Morgan +4, the only top six 
interloper among Bs. Alastair Topley 
(Elva Courier) was seventh, but the 
TVRs of Halstead and Mark Ashworth 
(ex-Paddy Gaston) both retired. 

TVR’s first moment of glory came in 
the Equipe Libre miscellany, dominated — 
as last season — by poleman Jamie Boot 
(Griffith) following a cautious start. 
Sideways Jack Rawles — Pre-’63 winner 
in his Briggs Cunningham-esque Austin- 
Healey 3000 — finished 33 seconds adrift, 
chased by Smith and Topley. The sole 
Grantura, Ivan Hayward’s, ground to 
a halt at Knickerbrook near the end. 

The 90-minute GT & Sports Car Cup 
season-opener was a Chiles family AC 
Cobra masterclass, former International 
Supersports Cup champion Chris leading, 


MU B 


Races 1 & 2 Neil Fowler (B GT V8) 


Tom Smith (MGB) 
why 


Jamie Boot (TVR Griffith, below) 


Chris Chiles/Chris Chiles Jr (AC Cobra) 


then relaying his son, who never looked 
back. Scots John Clark/Gordie Mutch 
(Jaguar E-type) were a lap down, clear 
of David Smithies/Chris Clarkson in the 
former’s Daytona Cobra clone, superbly 
liveried per Andre Simon/Maurice 
Dupeyron’s 1964 Tour de France entry. 
The GT3 top three were split by 21s in 
a cracking big Healey battle, local soloist 
Crispin Harris beating Doug Muirhead/ 
Jeremy Welch, who pipped James Haxton/ 
Jack Rawles as fried rear brakes hobbled 
rivals Simon Orebi Gann/Calum Lockie’s 
Morgan +4 SLR. Finally, a TVR Grantura 
bagged gold, and silver, as Malcolm Paul/ 
Rick Bourne trumped ‘Giuseppe’ Ward/ 
Chris Conoley in GT2. Brian and Barbara 
Lambert finished best MGB despite having 
no front brakes for much of the race. 
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Powney stars 
with treble 


Ma7da victory § 


BRANDS HATCH 
MSVR 
21-22 MAY 


A guest appearance by the Locost 
championship and its slightly quicker 
Ma7da offshoot provided much of 
the best entertainment on a packed 
MotorSport Vision Racing weekend, 
which gave rare access to the Brands 
Hatch Grand Prix circuit for club drivers. 
Best of all, despite more than 40 cars on 
track, the bargain racers did not trouble 
an otherwise busy safety car or the man 
with the red flag in their three races. 
Ben Powney won all three, typically 
leaving several jousting rivals to 
squabble over the lesser places. Runner- 
up spots were taken by Simon Cort, 
Jonathan Lisseter and Daniel Cort, but 
these and half a dozen others were all 
involved in fierce top 10 contests. 
The meeting’s format gave two 
races for the price of one each time 
these cars ventured out. Among the 
Locosts, starting separately, Craig 
Land was also a triple winner, building 
a healthy lead while Martin West and 
Daniel Garrett traded second place. 
West had the advantage twice. 


_——, 


There’s no stopping Powney, 


as battle rages behind him 


a 


Saturday’s pair of Radical Challenge 
sprints, in contrast, were disappointing. 
The first started under caution with 
a failed car being recovered, had a mid-race 
safety-car period and ended early when 
two collided at Paddock. The second also 
finished early with a car off at Druids. 
Winners were Dane Noah Degnbol and 
James Lay, who delayed race one after his 
front brakes locked on the green-flag lap. 

Anthony Ayres benefited from less 
success penalty time than leading rivals 
to head the 45-minute Sunday finale, but 
a hefty 30-second penalty for a pitstop 
infringement dropped him to fifth. This 


promoted Scottish Radical newcomer 
and GB3 racer Cian Shields to victory, 
narrowly ahead of Degnbol, who was 
dumped to fourth by a track-limits penalty. 
The first Sports 2000 race had a mere 
five racing laps in 25 minutes after two 
caution periods and an early finish. Josh Law 
led throughout the chaos to make it four 
wins in a row ahead of Michael Gibbins 
and Tom Stoten. Law’s luck ran out in 
race two, his MCR slowing with a misfire 
and finally retiring. Gibbins beat Richard 
Johnson and Stoten to the flag, while among 
the Historic cars Jon Harmer’s Tiga defeated 
Paul Streat by a few lengths for the second 


Smith lands first Miglia win as Minis entertain 


CADWELL PARK 
MSVR 
21-22 MAY 


Three out of four Mini 7 Racing Club lap 
records fell at Cadwell Park last weekend in 
a standout display from these timeless cars. 
Jeff Smith’s pace in the Miglia has 
hastened with every outing this year, and 
pole on his first flying lap appeared to signal 
that the former touring car man might now 
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be on his way to his maiden win with the 
car. Only nobody told Rupert Deeth, who 
launched around the outside at Coppice 
to head the field. Smith attempted to fight 
back but soon came under pressure from 
Kane Astin and Aaron Smith, both intent 
on making their own way to the front. 

Astin got through but both Smiths 
scuffled onto the grass, leaving Mini Se7en 
champion Jeff with damaged suspension. 
The pace quickened even more when Ben 
Colburn also passed Smith to make it four 
for the lead, fastest laps being traded as the 
remaining podium places were swapped. 

As the clock counted down, Deeth headed 
home but behind, Aaron Smith and Astin 
exited the final corner sideways as one. 
Smith won the sprint to the line, having 
also claimed the bragging rights of 
beating Andrew Jordan’s lap record. 

In Sunday’s reversed-grid race, 
suspension mended, Jeff Smith did what he 
came for, carving his way to the front and 
then defending furiously for a deserved win. 


Both Se7en races were equally matched 
for speed. Connor O’Brien comfortably 
won twice while also breaking Jeff Smith’s 
lap record. Meanwhile, in the Se7en S class, 
Michael Winkworth not only won the 
division but outclassed many faster cars to 
earn an overall podium in race one (despite 
having to also overcome a 10-second start 
deficit). Yet, ironically, it was non-finisher 
Damien Harrington who stole Winkworth’s 
own lap record for the S cars. 

MSVT’s Trackday Trophy and Trackday 
Championship have steadily become 
firm favourites for new racers, largely 
due to their inviting formats, simple class 
structures, and value-for-money track 
time. George and Jack Wright delivered 
a commanding Championship qualifying 
time in their Volkswagen Golf and 
immediately set about establishing a lead. 
Behind, the Clios of Adrian Pottinger and 
Jordan Honeybone started a race-long 
feud that soon invited points leader John 
Lyne’s BMW E36 to join the chase. 
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day running after a close contest. 

With pacesetter Clive Wood busy at 
the Pau historic meeting, Cody Tree took 
advantage by scoring his third Clubmans 
win of the year on Saturday, helped by 
poleman Alex Champkin’s challenge 
expiring with his Phantom PR21. Win 
number four for Tree came on Sunday 
morning, but Champkin’s now healthy car 
pushed him hard to the flag. It was Tree’s 
turn to suffer a DNF with his Phantom 
Pg4 in race three, which Champkin won. 

Nobody looked like beating Ollie Neaves’s 
MGB GT V8 in either Bernie’s V8s race, 
which were combined with a Porsche 


Se7en champion Smith 
was in the thick of 
Miglia action 


Wright Sr must have been delighted at the 
squabble in his mirrors, but the mood soon 
changed as he emerged from the woods 
heading onto the grass before limping into 
retirement with a driveshaft failure. 

This left the Clios nose to tail and Lyne 
seeking a way past. Pottinger tried to build 
a gap but pushed too hard, incurring a 5s 
penalty for track-limits offences. Behind, 
the fight for second went to Lyne as 
Honeybone’s grip gave way. Nevertheless, 
Pottinger held a time-adjusted advantage 
as he crossed the line, or so he thought. 
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Trophy field. Neaves beat poleman Rob 
Hollyman (Porsche 911) comfortably in 
race one and was in front heading into 
lap two of the second encounter, despite 
starting 10th on a part-reversed grid. 
TVR Tuscans occupied most of the top 
10 places, Graham Walden’s version 
finishing third and then second. 

A 40-minute Tin Tops finale went to 
the Nigel Ainge/Danny Cassar Honda 
Integra. They took full advantage of the 
extra 30s pitstop success penalty served 
by others, including Andrew Windmill’s 
Civic, which led until the stops. 

BRIAN PHILLIPS 
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A second penalty had been awarded, 
making Lyne the winner, by just 0.034s. 

An undersupported United Formula Ford 
grid was given a welcome boost from a trio 
of Team Dolan entries, presenting Morgan 
Quinn with the perfect opportunity to 
convert pole into a brace of wins, resisting 
the pursuit of team-mate Ben Cochran and 
Heritage class racer Matt Rivett. Elsewhere, 
Liam McGill won two out of the three Focus 
Cup smoke-fests from the diesels, the other 
going to reigning champion Simon Rudd. 
STEVE HINDLE 


BRANDS HATCH 
MA7DA/LOCOST 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Ben Powney (Ma7da) 


RADICAL CHALLENGE 
Race 1 Noah Degnbol (SR3) 
Race 2 James Lay (SR3) 
Race 3 Cian Shields (SR3) 


SPORTS 2000 
Race 1 Joshua Law (MCR) 
Race 2 Michael Gibbins (MCR) 


CLUBMANS SPORTS PROTOTYPES 
Races 1 & 2 Cody Tree (Phantom P94) 
Race 3 Alex Champkin (Phantom PR21) 


BERNIE’S V8s/PORSCHE TROPHY 
Races 1 & 2 Ollie Neaves (MGB GT V8) 


TIN TOPS & TURBO TIN TOPS 
Nigel Ainge/Danny Cassar (Honda Integra, below) 


RADICAL SR1 CUP 
Race 1 Daryl de Leon 
Race 2 Ben Caisley 


MONOPOSTO F3, MOTO 1400, CLASSIC, 1600 
Race 1 Ashley Dibden (Dallara F301) 
Race 2 Tony Bishop (Dallara F307) 


MONOPOSTO MOTO 1000, 2000, 1800 
Races 1 & 2 Billy Styles (Jedi Mk6/7) 
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CADWELL PARK 
MINI MIGLIA 

Race 1 Rupert Deeth 
Race 2 Jeff Smith 


MINI SE7EN 
Races 1 & 2 Connor O’Brien 


MSVT TRACKDAY CHAMPIONSHIP 
John Lyne (BMW E36) 


UNITED FORMULA FORD 
Races 1 & 2 Morgan Quinn (Van Diemen RF99) 


FOCUS CUP 
Races 1 & 3 Liam McGill 
Race 2 Simon Rudd 


RACING SALOONS & Z CARS 
Races 1 & 2 Stuart Waite (BMW M3) 


MSVT TRACKDAY TROPHY 
Michael Rawlings/David Zakrzewski (BMW E36) 


ALLCOMERS 


Race 1 Nick Starkey (Caterham C400) 
Race 2 Jamie Hayes/Alex Read (SEAT Leon) 


For full results visit: tsl-timing.com 
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OSPORT JIMMY BROADBENT 


The sim racing star 
shining the spotlight on 
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YouTube sensation Jimmy Broadbent entering real-life competition 
in a Praga has sent livestream viewing figures through the roof 
and is exposing club racing to a whole new audience 


THOMAS HARRISON-LORD 


t’s the middle of March and This epiphenomenon shall be henceforth footage without commentary, and 

the British Automobile Racing knownasthe Jimmy Broadbent effect. this soon evolved into sharing his sim 

Club is livestreaming the first For the uninitiated, Broadbent comes racing exploits. He’s now amassed 

round of a brand-new one- from the virtual realm of sim racing. He more than 800,000 subscribers. 

make national championship, himselfis not virtual, but the PC-based Two elements mark Broadbent out 
the Praga Cup. Unlike most debut series, platforms he predominantly uses to among the countless other simulation 
however, this one has attracted more than drive — suchas iRacing, Assetto Corsa content creators. The first is that, yes, 
76,000 views on YouTube, and the chat is Competizione and Automobilista — are. his audience is gargantuan, but it’s 
feverishly ticking over with new posts about He starteda YouTube channel nearly 10 also engaged. His followers tune in, 


‘car 87;Jimmer’and a gold livery design. years ago by simply uploading video game predominantly, because of his alacrity. 


JIMMY BROADBENT CLUB AUTOSPORT 


The second is for trying to forge a 
motorsport career and taking his fans 
along with him for the ride. Combining 
his loyal following with the UK motorsport 
scene is proving to be quite the boon for 
national competitions. 

Sharing acar with Scottish hotshot 
Gordie Mutch, Broadbent forms Fanatec 
Praga Team87 in the new-for-2022 Praga 
Cup. But things started out ina slightly more 


humble fashion away from the major circuits. 


“The first racing car actually ended up 
driving properly was aMcLaren 570S GT4 
around Dunsfold, which is a bit of ajump — 
but, so far, most of my career has been a bit 
of ajump,” he explains in his inimitable style. 

This test happened at the beginning of 
2019 — the related video has over 700,000 
views — where he nervously exclaims 
before driving: “I never thought that I’d 
get the chance to go from being a sim 
racer to driving something like this!” 

Fast forward 10 minutes, and his tune 
has changed considerably. “I don’t think 


“Growing up, I wanted to be a driver, but 
I came to terms it wasn't going to happen” 


I’ve experienced anything like that before,” 
he says. “I think I’ve made a mistake by 
going out there and driving something. 
Now, [have to do it again.” 

That, he has done. Working ona first- 
generation Mazda MX-5 project was all he 
initially set his sights upon.“[A motorsport 
career] wasn’t something that I was actively 
pursuing to begin with,” he admits.“The thing 
I was more realistically chasing — but noone 
could have seen what happened next — was 
getting my little Mazda on circuit. 

“Growing up, I always wanted to be a driver, 
but Icame to terms around the age of 26 that 
it wasn’t going to happen, because getting 
to a professional level traditionally requires 
you to have been driving since you were a 
child. I was just going to bolt some turbos 
to the MX-5 and see what happens. Outside 
of entering some Club1o00 karting rounds 
in 2019 to see what racing was like, there 
were no big plans.” 

Further opportunities cropped up 
throughout the year, suchas testing an >> 


26 MAY 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 75 


CLUB AUTOSPORT JIMMY BROADBENT 


PovIUN 


1 Broadbent describes Mutch (r) 
as an “amazing coach” [sesss 
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AudiRS 3 LMS TCR, atuition course at 
TT Circuit Assen and lapping a Radical 
around Brands Hatch — all the while 
continuing to sim race. 

This led to an incredible deal to join 
Praga for the Britcar Endurance series last 
season. After two wins at Donington Park, 
Broadbent has followed Praga across into the 
new single-make championship for 2022. 

“T mean, it would be nice to aim for a 
championship,” explains the erstwhile 
shed- dweller, known for previously 
creating videos from an outbuilding in 
his mum’s garden.“This is primarily a 
Pro-Am series. I’ve got Gordie [Mutch] 
alongside me. He was an amazing coach 
last year and why I found any speedat all. 

“My goal is to be somewhere near him and, 
ifI can do that, then we’ve got areally strong 
pairing. But I’ve got alot of work to do [to 
reach that level].” 

After mixed conditions threw a spanner 
in the works at the opening round in March, 
the duo has since fought back witha podium 
at Oulton Park and then taking a win at 
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Snetterton earlier this month (they were 
stripped of asecond Norfolk victory due 
to boost issues) to currently sit second 
in the standings. Game on. 

“Last year, we ended up ina spot where he 
was the fastest Pro andI was the fastest Am,” 
continues Broadbent. “If we can do that again, 
that’s amazing, but it’s not as easy as just 
jumping in the car and doing that.” 

While the Praga Cup is the main focus 
for 2022, it’s not Broadbent’s only on-track 
activity. He rolled out an MX-5 again recently 
to take part in the Pocket Rocket class of 
the opening two Cadwell Park Time Attack 
rounds. He set the eighth quickest category 
time during round one and the sixth in round 
two, and has plans to contest further events. 

He’s also recently competed with 
GT Radial in the Fun Cup Endurance 
Championship, finishing third at Oulton 
Park. His video has been viewed over 
200 times more than the race stream. 

“For me, club racing is the heart of 
motorsport,”he explains.“Competitors 
are not there to make money, everyone 
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PRAGA 


Livestream figures 
for opening Praga 
Cup event were 
impressive 


MICKWALKER 


is there for the passion. Things are very 
laid back and welcoming. On the circuit, 
the aim is for a good time and the field 
will race hard. You don’t care what you’re 
driving when you have a good race and 
Fun Cup really delivers that. I would love 
it if more people are made aware of that, 
especially at these levels.” 

Witha Praga Cup championship 
challenge in the offing and solid 
performances in both Fun Cup and Time 
Attack so far this year, it may come asa 
surprise that someone with very little 
on-track experience can be so competitive. 

“Tthink naysayers of sim racing are perhaps 


e 


As well as the Praga, Broadbent has 
also raced GT Radial Fun Cup car 


“Club racing ts the heart of 
motorsport - I would love it if 
more people are aware of it” 
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those who visit a trade show 
or event and try aset-up that’s 
been designed to be all crazy 
to draw a crowd,” suggests 
Broadbent.“Obviously, that’s 
nowhere near realistic. 

“Tf you have a properly 
set up sim racing cockpit 
and you spendacouple 
of hours on it, you will 
immediately see the link 
[to the real world] andthe 
benefit of testing ina virtual 
space. We even use MoTeC 
when we practice at home. 

“Braking traces andthe 
curvature of how we’re getting 
on the throttle — it’s all analysed on the sim 
and we do exactly the same in motorsport. 
That is a directly transferable skill.” 

He is uniquely positioned to explain what 
it’s like to switch from extensive simulator 
use, for well over a decade, and move intoa 
competitive motorsport championship — 
highlighting what is similar, and what isn’t. 

“T would say that, ina competitive Esports 
race, your mind works even harder than it 
does in a Praga, for example,’ Broadbent says. 
“Tn alot of cases, Esports drivers are their own 
engineers, and they’re changing set-ups and 
strategies on the fly. That’s more mentally 
taxing. But, of course, that’s then offset in 
the real car by the fact your body is getting 
beaten up as well inthe real world. 

“T think there’s definitely a comparison, if 
you have a strong mind, and this is something 
that I think actually helped me. When I got in 
the car for the first time, I already knew the 
racecraft tricks and where to place the car. I 
think a sim racer can jump in at a higher level 


than someone who has never raced before. 

“T would love for more people to get out 
there and show how sim racing is areally 
accessible entry point to motorsport.” 

Aside from focusing on the transition from 
sim racing to motorsport, Broadbent has also 
launched the Team87 initiative. “Motorsport 
is often not cheap or straightforward,” he 
explains. “Team87 will hopefully bring some 
more competitors across from sim racing. 

“Eventually, we’d like to try andruna 
couple of cars inacouple of club-level 
series driven exclusively by sim racers and 
show that this talent exists. Ihave my own 
motorsport aspirations, but my real joy 
would be to see more people coming 
across from the sim space, and hopefully 
Ican help them do that.” 

Broadbent’s racing exploits aren’t just the 
pin-up of the sim racing community either. 
For Praga, the partnership has an unexpected 
benefit.“In America, it’s really exciting that 
people know who we are,” explains Praga UK 


Praga has already reaped the 
benefits of Broadbent’s presence 


managing director Mark Harrison. 

“We turned up for the Miami Concours 
event and the person at the gate saw the 
Praga logo on our clothing and said‘Jimmy 
Broadbent! It’s amazing to go somewhere 
on the other side of the world and see the 
impact that it’s having.” 

It’s clear that taking someone from the 
virtual world and placing them in motorsport 
can deliver both strong racing results and 
reach a wider audience outside of traditional 
motorsport media, potentially engaging with 
amore youthful following — and increased 
viewing figures are testament to that. 

The sim racing and Esports fanbase is 
watching with bated breath as the genre’s 
most recognisable face makes a career by not 
just entertaining fans but earning silverware 
too. Ifanyone can successfully bridge the gap 
between racing at home and racing around 
the world, it’s Jimmy Broadbent. ¥ 


§ Fordaily racing game news, visit traxion.gg 


26 MAY 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 77 


BEIL/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


DTM Classic is officially one of the coolest 
historic series. At Lausitzring, we see Mark 
Verhaegh’s BMW M3 ahead of the Opel Calibra 
V6 of Stefan Mucke, with a 635 in the distance 


The modern DTM wasn’t so cool at 
Lausitzring for Felipe Fraga. Here, his 
Ferrari gets decidedly hot in qualifying 
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PICTURES 
OF THE 
WEEK 


The great Kazuyoshi Hoshino, now 74, 
celebrates a Team Impul win for Ryo 
_ Hirakawa in Super Formula at Autopolis 


ih. 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


WHAT’S ON 


INTERNATIONAL MOTORSPORT 


Monaco Grand Prix 

Formula 1 World Championship 
Round 7/22, Monte Carlo, Monaco 

29 May 

ERY Live Sky Sports F1, Sun 1355 

G49 Highlights Sky Sports F1, Sun 1800; 
Channel 4, Sun 1830 


Indianapolis 500 

IndyCar Series 

Round 6/16, Indianapolis, USA 
29 May 

G9 Live Sky Sports F1, Sun 1900 


FIA Formula 2 

Round 5/14, Monte Carlo, Monaco 

28-29 May 

Gad LiveSky Sports F1, Sat 1635, Sun 0845 


Porsche Supercup 

Round 2/8, Monte Carlo, Monaco 
29 May 

GI Live Eurosport 2, Sun 1100; 
Sky Sports F1, Sun 1105 


Formula Regional European 
Round 3/10, Monte Carlo, Monaco 
28-29 May 


Nurburgring 24 Hours 

Nurburgring, Germany 

28-29 May 

"WP Livestream on Motorsportty, 

Thu 1125, 1925, Fri 1505, 1644, Sat 1430 


World Touring Car Cup 
Round 2/10 Nurburgring, Germany 
27-28 May 


Super GT 

Round 3/8, Suzuka, Japan 

29 May 

1 Livestream on Motorsport-ty, 
Sat 0640, Sun 0615 


NASCAR Cup Series 

Round 14/36, Charlotte, USA 

29 May 

Gad Live Premier Sports 2, Sun 2230 


NASCAR Xfinity Series 
Round 13/33, Charlotte, USA 
28 May 


NASCAR Truck Series 
Round 10/23, Charlotte, USA 
27 May 


MotoGP 

Round 8/21, Mugello, Italy 

29 May 

&&9 Live BT Sport 2, Sun 1230 


EY Highlights ITV4, Mon 2000 


UK MOTORSPORT 


Thruxton BARC 

28-29 May 

British Touring Car Championship, 
British F4, Ginetta GT5 Challenge, 
Ginetta Junior, Mini Challenge Trophy, 
Porsche Sprint Challenge 

EX Live ITV4, Sun 1100 


Donington Park BRSCC 

28-29 May 

British GT, GB3, GB4, Ginetta GT Academy, 
Modified Fords, TCR UK 

EB Livestream via britishgt.com 


Oulton Park BARC 

28 May 

CNC Heads Sports Saloons, Jaguar 
Challenge, Pre-’66, Pre-’83/Pre-’93, 
Super Tourers/Pre-’03, Thunder/BOSS 
EC Livestream via barc.net 


Kirkistown 500MRCI 

28 May 

FF1600, Fiestas, Formula Sheane, MX5s, 
Roadsports, Saloons/GTs, Superkarts 


Brands Hatch MSVR 

28-29 May 

Equipe GTS, Masters Endurance Legends, 
Masters F1, Masters Pre-’66 Touring Cars, 
Masters Sports Car Legends, 

Touring Car Challenge 


Croft 750MC 

28-29 May 

Alfa Romeos, Armed Forces Challenge, 
Club Enduro, F1000, Formula Vee, MR2s, 
Roadsports, Sport Specials 


Snetterton MSVR 
28-29 May 
Ferrari Challenge, Ferrari Classic 


British Rally Championship 
Jim Clark Rally 

Round 2/7, Duns 

27-28 May 


British Hillclimb Championship 
Round 4/13, Gurston Down 
28-29 May 


FIA European Drag Racing 
Championship 

Santa Pod 

26-29 May 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Jack Brabham (Cooper-Climax T58) 
makes a lightning getaway from 
second place on the Nurburgring 
grid’s four-wide front row to lead 
Stirling Moss (Lotus-Climax 18/21) 


and Jo Bonnier (Porsche 718) at the 
start of the 1961 German Grand Prix. 
Brabham’s glory was short-lived, a 
sticking throttle swiftly sidelining him, 
and by the end of the first lap Moss 
was in charge, the Rob Walker Racing 


driver dominating to take his 16th 

and final GP win. He crossed the line 
21.3 seconds ahead of Wolfgang von 
Trips (Ferrari 156), who had usurped 
polestarting team-mate and bagger of 
the fastest lap Phil Hill on the final tour. 


DUKES 


For classic 1960s Formula 1 DVDs 
head to dukevideo.com/f1 
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motorsport 
IMAGES 


For more great photographs, visit motorsportimages.com 


INSET: SWOPE 


MY FAVOURITE... TRACK 


— 


Indianapolis Motor Speedway 


KENNY BRACK 


never felt I 

won anything 

before a race, 

except one 
time,” says 1999 
Indianapolis 500 winner 
Kenny Brack, “and that was 
when I made the comeback 
to Indy in 2005.” 

A shockingly violent 2003 crash at 
Texas Motor Speedway that he was 
fortunate to survive left Brack with 
multiple serious injuries and put his 
racing future in doubt. But when the 
Swede’s replacement at Rahal Letterman 
Racing, 2004 Indy winner Buddy Rice, 
crashed while practising for the 2005 
500, Brack made a heroic return on Bump 
Day and set the fastest qualifying speed 
of the entire field at an average of 
227.598mph. Little wonder that on that 
day at the 2.5-mile Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Brack felt on top of the world. 
It scarcely mattered that a loose steering 
arm would cause his retirement and he 
never raced an open-wheeler again. 

“After what I had been through, I had 
the feeling that I had won the race and the 
race hadn’t really started yet,” he says. 

The four-corner IMS oval is deceptively 
tricky, and becomes “a different place” 


——— 
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IMAGE 


when thousands of 

people are packed into 

its grandstands for the 

500-miler. For Brack, now 

McLaren Automotive’s 
chief test driver, it’s a venue 
that holds special memories. 

Running a trimmed-out car at 

225mph while battling “unpredictable” 
track conditions caused by changeable 
temperature and wind makes it richly 
rewarding to get right. 

“You're battling with the elements 
more than anything, it’s a really complex 
place to run,” he says. “To be fast and to 
try to figure out what you need for the 
race in terms of car set-up and other 
things, it brings another dimension 
that you don’t really find elsewhere.” 

Passing the out-of-fuel Robby Gordon 
a lap from home to win for AJ Foyt’s 
team in 1999 “was a dream come true”, 
and the highlight of a US racing career 
that also yielded the 1998 Indy Racing 
League title. Does Brack believe Indy 
brought the best out of him? “I think 
it was more circumstantial than bringing 
the best out of me,” he reckons. “But 
the way the events unfolded, sometimes 
they fall that way...” 


AN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE 


= Monaco GP and Indy 500 


ACTION FROM TWO OF MOTORSPORT’S GREAT EVENTS 
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Since its inception, Anglo American Oil Company Ltd has been striving to provide clean 
burning fuels with minimal environmental impact. Operating from a modern blending 
plant in Poole, Dorset, fuels are precisely blended to tight tolerances 
ensuring exceptional levels of quality, consistency, and performance. 


Through strategic investments, R&D, and new technologies, future racing fuels are 
evolving towards carbon neutral fuels to ensure that motor racing, as we know and love, 
will continue for the foreseeable future. 


Fuelling over 20 championships with high quality fuels we are proud to represent 
Sunoco in Europe and in the Middle East 
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RACE FUELS 


